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FOREWORD 


 Ragak are certain words which belong to each 
other, and no decree of man ever can separate 
them. Two such words are Adventure and Youth. 
Always youth is looking forward to its shining adven- 
tures. Always it is eager to be at them. Beyond the 
hill lies the great, infinitely various world; youth 
longs to climb its unscaled mountains—to build roads 
across mysterious frontiers—to be spinning across 
great deserts and winging through the blue of un- 
known skies. 

Or perhaps, instead of adventures of the body, 
youth is eager to be off upon the great quests of the 
mind—reading the marvelous life stories of the stars 
—seeking the laws of the tremendous and invisible 
forces all about us—trailing some infinitesimal germ 
or microbe—ready to devote itself to years of pa- 
tient labor if only it may bring back some boon to 
humanity. 

These are rich adventures, all of them. But great 
as they are, they are not great enough to satisfy the 
soul. Because we are spirit as well as body and mind, 
we never shall know the real power and joy of life 
until we add to our adventures of mind and body, 
adventures of the spirit. 

And of all these adventures, the greatest is the Ad- 
venture of Prayer. To think that any one, man or 
woman, boy or girl, can really be in touch with the 
Creator of all the universe—the thought is more tre- 
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mendous than any of the marvelous possibilities that 
science is revealing to us today. We may easily argue 
that it could not possibly be. We cannot prove by 
arguing that it cam be. We can prove it only by 
making the great adventure, each one for himself. No 
one ever can do it for anyone else. It is like the 
quests upon which young knights used to be sent to 
test their valor—each must go alone. 

But the greatest Man who ever lived declared that 
it is true. He who alone, with no apparatus, handled 
the forces of nature, healed all kinds of diseases, 
showed Himself everywhere the master of every situ- 
ation—He declared that all His power came from His 
Father and that that Father was eager to give that 
same power to all who would let Him. Prayer is 
opening the channel to that power—opening the door 
to the greatest Friend in all the universe. The words 
Stevenson wrote a generation ago are still as true as 
when they first fell from his pen: “ No man can truly 
say he has made a success of life until he has written 
at the top of his journal, Enter God.” 

It is hoped that the arrangement of the little book— 
an interpretation of each of its thirteen chapter topics, 
followed by a page of discussion questions and com- 
ment upon each of the six subdivisions of the chapter, 
the whole forming a course of lessons for one quarter 
—tay lend itself to week day as well as Sunday study. 

It has been prepared with the help of a group of 
young people, for other young people, but the science 
of prayer has nothing to do with years. So the studies 
are for any to whom they may speak. 


M. N. T. 
Washington, D. C. 
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WHY PRAYER? 


AA BY bother about prayer, anyway? Even grant- 
ing that God created the universe, why should 
we pray to Him? What difference will it make to 
Him or to us? It is well enough for the minister to 
do it in church, or for grown people who are naturally 
religious, but why should we do it? 

Well, in the first place, we ought to pray because i 
isn’t “ playing fair” not to. A speaker talking to a 


group of men, tried to get any one of them to sell 
his eyes for $50,000. Nobody would do it—you 


wouldn’t, yourself, would you? Yet, have you ever 


- thanked God for your sight? Most of you are having 


a pretty good time, aren’t you? You have families 
and friends and homes that you love; you enjoy your 
fun and your sports and at least some of your work 


: and your study; you are keen over the future—things 
that you are planning and dreaming for your life. 


But you haven’t earned any of these things—they are 
given to you. You wouldn’t be very apt to take a 
gift of a hundred dollars, or a fine radio, or a summer 


- camping trip without a word of thanks to the one 


who gave it to you, would your Yet, day after day, 
we use and enjoy endless things that God gives us, 
without a word of thanks to Him—sometimes without 
even a thought of Him all day long. Not very square, 
is it, when we stop to think about it? 
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In the second place, when we study mathematics, or 
science, or history, we study the books of people who 
understand those studies. We shouldn’t think of 
studying algebra with a teacher who couldn’t solve 
algebraic problems. We don’t go to an astronomer to 
learn manual training, nor to a cooking school to learn 
how to sing! We go to one who knows his subject if 
we want to learn anything about it ourselves. 

Now, no one who ever lived understood about living 
as Jesus Christ understood it. His life was so utterly 
different in its power and its sureness, its understand- 
ing and its love and its influence, from the life of any- 
one else the world has ever known, that we have to 
acknowledge that He knew how to live better than 
anyone in history. Now, after all, to know how to 
live is what we all want. Work and play and love are 
only parts of the whole great adventure. So, if we 
want to live the very fullest and richest lives possible, 
we should go to the greatest Master of life to learn 
how to do it. And when we study His life to discover 
the secret of His power, we find it in His utter har- ~ 
mony with the will of God; and that harmony was 
sustained through constant prayer. With His days 
crowded with work and with people as few people’s 
days ever are crowded, He spent hours—sometimes 
even whole nights—in getting ready for that work by 
being alone with His Father. It was from those hours 
of prayer that He got all His mastery of life—all His 
sureness and His power. ec 

Now, if this is so—if the greatest Master of life the 
world ever has known, never spoke a word or wrought 
a deed in His own strength, surely we could not make 
a bigger mistake than to try to live our lives by our- 
selves without opening them to the strength and wis- — 
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dom and power which God is so eager to give us if we 
will let Him. But the only way to get that strength 
and that power is through prayer. 

There is still a third reason. We hear people say 
sometimes, “ What’s the use of prayer? Look at So- 
and-so—he never prays—never goes near a church. 
Yet he is one of the finest men in town.” 

That may be true. So-and-so may be a very fine 
man. Putting aside the question of how much finer 
man he could be if he were honoring God and working 
loyally for and with Him, there is something else to be 
considered. Sooner or later everybody comes to some 
crisis or emergency where he desperately needs to 
know how to pray. We all need it, all the time; if we 
could see life as it really is, we should realize that. 


~ But there are sure to come times to every one, when 


he needs to know, all in a moment, how to open his 
life to God. It may be the illness of one he loves; it 
may be sudden danger or misfortune or overwhelming 
temptation. But suddenly and terribly he needs help 
beyond anything money or influence can procure— 
help that can come from God alone. Suppose, then, 
that he doesn’t know how to pray? He is like a man 
lost in the wilderness who doesn’t know the trails— 
like one adrift on the sea without compass or rudder. 
But if we have learned how to open our lives to God— 


are in the habit of going to Him constantly—then 


when the danger or the trouble comes, we shall know 


_ how to get the help that He is always so eager to give 
us. The wilderness will hold no terror for us because 


we know the trail! 


ri 


_ But remember! No matter how wonderful the help 


that comes to us then, even God cannot give back to 


us the years that we have lived without His power. 
ee 
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Did you ever read the story of the woman who had a 
déppelganger—a double? She first saw that other 
self on a summer day when she was out of doors alone. 
She saw her coming down the road—a woman radiant, 
vital, eager, joyous. And somehow, in the way that 
we seem to know things in dreams, she knew that this 


woman, whom she never had seen before, yet who - 


seemed so curiously familiar, had gifts that she her- 
self had always wanted, but had missed. She knew 
that she was, for instance, a good musician—not a 
genius, but proficient enough to use her music in many 
ways for herself and for others. She knew that the 
other woman was well read and capable and had many 
more friends than she herself had. And suddenly she 
realized the truth. This radiant, joyous woman was 
the woman she might have been if she had made use 
of all her opportunities! 

The contrast made her heartsick. Never before 
had she realized all that she had wasted through the 
years. ‘Then, just as it seemed as if she could not 


bear the discouragement of it, she became conscious © 


that the beautiful woman had vanished and another 
had taken her place—not so beautiful or talented or 
strong as the first one, but still infinitely finer and 
more attractive than she herself was. And with a 
sudden sense of reprieve she realized that this was the 
woman that she still might be if she began at once 
and wasted no more opportunities. 


Our possible selves! Only God knows how fine and 


strong and beautiful—how far beyond our own largest 
dreaming—are the lives that He has planned for us. 


But we can become our possible ones alse: LONER : 


prayer. 
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Wuy Pray? I. Because It Is Nor “Square” to Accept 
Gov’s Girts WrirHout ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


Read Ps. 145:8-9, 14-15; Dan. 6:10. 

How many can you add to the psalmist’s list of God’s 
lovingkindnesses? What does your life owe to the long 
historical processes behind you? What great men have in- 
fluenced the conditions that surround your life today? 
How are you planning to repay that debt? Why-is ingrati- 
tude to God more common than ingratitude to men? What 
is the reaction of ingratitude upon the character? What 
value did Daniel place upon gratitude? 


There never has been a time in the history of the world 
when life has been so full of opportunities for young people 
as it is today. But all these things that make life rich come 
from Some One. They do not just happen. The world 
with its exhaustless beauty and marvelous law and infinite 
possibilities did not make itself any more than the house 


__ that you live in and the clothes that you wear made them- 
selves. Infinite Love has created all this beauty and oppor- 
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tunity. How long would you keep on giving to one who 
never thanked you by word or glance? If we are unfair in 
so fundamental a thing as this, can we be square in other 


parts of life? 


“Labor is given us, 
Let us give thanks! 
Power worketh through us, 
Let us give thanks! 
Gratefully we sing 
For the mighty thing 
We must do travailing! 
For our task and for our strength; 
For our journey and its length; 
For our dauntless eagerness; 
For our humbling weariness; 
For these, for these, O Father, 
Let us give thanks! ” 
—Shzemus O’Sheel. 


Dear Father, may I realize, every day, the things that 


You are giving to my life. 
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Wuy Pray? IJ. Because tHe Greatest Master or Lire 
Gor His Power THroucH PRAYER 

Read Matt. 15:30-31; Luke 4:28-30; 20:26 and 40. 

In what serious situations did Jesus show Himself the 
master of life? Give evidences of His complete under- 
standing of people. Show in what ways Jesus got joy out 
of His life and work. What was His attitude towards the 
future? Comparing the impression made upon history by 
Jesus, with that made by other conspicuous men of history 
or leaders of religion, where would you place Jesus? 


In all history there never has been any one who was per- 
fectly and completely master of life except Jesus Christ. 
He alone never was bewildered by circumstances, baffled by 
any difficulty, at a loss in any emergency, unmoved by any 
hatred, doubtful regarding the future. He faced murderous 
mobs as quietly as He faced the crowds that came to hear 
Him speak. He healed diseased minds and bodies of ill- 
nesses before some of which science is still helpless after 
nineteen hundred years. He answered so keenly the 
shrewdest minds of Jerusalem that they were afraid to ques- 
tion Him. He never for a moment. was in doubt about His 
work or the way to accomplish it. He moved, utterly at 
home in the constant presence of God, as sure of eternity 
as He was of time. And all this power and mastery of life~ 
was acquired by two things—prayer and obedience to God’s 
will. If the greatest master of life the world has ever known 
got His power through prayer, how dare we neglect it? 


“ Jesus the carpenter, hallow our daily work! 
Jesus the Christ, deliver the world that waits for thee! 
Jesus, the Saviour, save us from ourselves! 
Jesus the life-giver, make us living men! ” 


Lord Jesus, teach me how really to pray so that I may 
master life and not be mastered by it! 
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Wuy Pray? II. Becausr THousanps or Prope THROUGH 
tHe Aces Have TEstTiIFIED TO THE HELP OBTAINED 
TuroucH PRAYER 


Read Acts 16:19-36. 


What other instances of answers to prayer so wonderful 
as to seem miraculous can you recall in the Bible? Do you 
know of any outside of the Bible? How can we find out 
the truth about this matter of prayer? What-do you think 
the chief obstacles in the way of our learning the truth? 
Why are we so easily influenced in this matter by those 
who know nothing whatever about it? 


The Bible is full of marvelous answers to prayer. People 
were led and guided and directed; were saved from peril 
and preserved in the midst of dangers; prison doors were 
opened and enemies made powerless; weak lives were made 
strong and triumphant and fishermen performed miracles! 
And God does not change. He is still, in answer to prayer 
and praying lives, doing the “ wonders” that the psalmists 
loved to write about. George Muller, who supported thou- 
sands of orphans by prayer and faith, had a record of 22,000 
answered prayers in his own life! 

No one who is in earnest in his loyalty to God will fail, 
not only to receive answers to his prayers, but sometimes 
to receive answers so wonderful in the “ working together” 
of circumstances that they seem little short of miraculous. 
Compared with the experience of a life that really prays, a 
life without prayer is scarcely living at all. 


“Tt can’t be done. There it is!” 
—Motto of the American Engineers in France. 


Father, help me to realize that just as great things are 
being accomplished by prayer today as were accomplished 
by the men and women of the Bible. 


Pe vite 


. 
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Wuy Pray? IV. Brcavszt EmMercenctms Come WHEN 
Notuina But Prayer Can Herp Us 


Read Isa. 88:1-6; Neh. 2:1-4; Mark 4:36-39; Ps. 18:2. 


What other instances of oe emergencies in the Bible 
can you recall? How were they met? What experiences 
come to life to-day where neither money nor influence can 
help us? How can we prepare for them? In how many 
of these ways do you yourself know God? 


Hezekiah “sick unto death,’ Nehemiah taking his life in 
his hands as he made his petition to the king, the disciples 
fearing shipwreck in the tempest—all needed instant help, 
and all received it. ‘“ My God,’ Nehemiah cries exultantly 
—the God Whose help never fails him. Contrast their in- 
stant turning to God with the attitude of a man on board 
a vessel caught in a typhoon on the China Sea. When some 
one called for prayer he replied, “TI don’t know how. I 
haven’t thought of God for twenty years.” 

But the physical dangers are not the most serious. It is 
in the sudden assaults of temptation that we need help the 
most terribly. David knew. He knew all kinds of enemies, 
without and within. Sometimes he failed terribly—but the 
failure was always his—never God’s. God was to him a 
great rock, impregnable like Gibraltar; a mighty fortress in 
the days when a fortress meant security. He was an ally 
coming to the rescue and the shield-which protected his 
life. He was strength itself in David’s heart and hands. 
And all these He is to-day to those who know Him. 


“My life is one long daily, hourly record of an- 
swered prayer. For physical health, for mental 
poise, for guidance, for dangers averted, for enmity 
to the gospel subdued, for food provided at the 
exact hour needed, for everything that goes to 
make up life....I can testify with a full faith 
and wonderstricken awe that God does answer 
prayer. I have proved it during the long decades 
when I was quite alone as far as human help and 
presence are concerned.” 

—Mary Slessor of Calabar. 
Father, may I learn to turn to You instantly in exert. 
problem and danger. 


rie: - 
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Wry Pray? V. Because Onty THroucH Prayer Can WE 
Become Our Possiste SELVES 

Read Num. 13:17, 82, 33; 14:6-10; Jas. 1:17. 

What kind of a man (or woman) would you like to be? 
How can you become that kind of a person? If courage 
and faith and friendliness are gifts of God, what do we 
have to do in order to receive those gifts? In the story of 
the spies, what fact, disregarded by the ten, made Caleb 
and Joshua fearless? How can we make sure of that fact? 
Where are we most in danger of being cowardly? 


There is nothing in life so universally admired as courage. 
No race ever was known that did not despise cowardice. 
The Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is constantly sum- 
moning people to courage and when John, in his vision of 
the Holy City, finds people outside, he discovers among 
them the cowards of life. Do any memories ever make us 
more ashamed than those of the times when we have been 
cowards whether any one knew of the cowardice or not? 
Yet where can we buy courage? All a millionaire’s money 
could not purchase a bit of it for his own soul and the 
same thing is true of love and loyalty and faith. God and 
no other can make us the men and women that in our 
hearts we long to be. 


“TJ for one, must not, dare not, say that prayers 
are inefficacious. Where I have been in earnest I 
have been answered. ... Without prayer for it, I 
doubt that I could have endured the flourish of 
the spears when they were but half a dozen paces 
off. ... On all my expeditions, prayer made me 
stronger, morally and mentally, than any of my 
non-praying companions. It did not blind my eyes 
or dull my mind or close my ears; but, on the con- 
trary, it gave me confidence. It did more; it gave 
me joy and pride in my work and lifted me hope- 
fully over the one thousand, five hundred miles of 
forest tracks, eager to face the day’s perils and 
fatigues.”—Henry M. Stanley. 


Dear Father, help me to ask for great things in ™ 
prayers, not for cheap ones. 
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Wuy Pray? VI. Brecauszt ONty THroucH Prayer CAN 
We Bsecoms Wuat Gop Wants Us To Bp. 


Read Gen. 12:2-3; John 1:42; I John 3:2-3. 


Yesterday we thought about what we would like to be. 
But there is something infinitely greater than that possible 
to each one of us. We shall study this again, farther on; 
but no discussion of the reason for prayer should omit this 
greatest reason of all. What did Abraham want for him- 
self? What was God’s plan for Abraham? What was 
Abraham’s part in the accomplishment of that plan? What 
was Peter’s part in his transformation into the “ rock” that 
Jesus told him he was to be? What is the most that you 
think that you might be able to do with your own abilities? 
Now, what ts the most that God can make of you? 


Did you try to answer that last question? You could not 
do it. Nobody could do it—not the wisest psychologist in 
the world. The other day the papers told of a soldier who, 
in the army intelligence tests, had been graded with an 
eight-year-old mentality. Yet he graduated from a uni- 
versity eight years later. Determination and grit and 
perseverance carried him far beyond what anyone had 
supposed possible. But God can do things in us and 
through us, infinitely beyond even such a fine achievement 
as that soldier’s. He is constantly doing such things for 
those who really want to be used. Not only will He teach 
us how to use our abilities and powers, but He will direct 
the circumstances of our lives so as to make them count for 
more than we could possibly foresee. Only God can do 
this. And He cannot do it unless we honestly want it— 
which means honestly pray for it and codperate with Him. 


“Couldst thou in vision see 
Thyself the man God meant, 
Thou never more couldst be 
The man thou art—content.” 


Father, help me to see what You want me to be; then 
help me to work with all my strength to carry out Your 
plan for my life. 


II 
WHAT PRAYER IS 


ANY of the puzzles about prayer, and much of 

the unbelief in it, come because we do not really 

understand what prayer is. And in order to under- 

stand what prayer really is, suppose that we begin by 

clearing away some of the mistaken ideas about it— 
some of the things that prayer is not. 

In the first place, prayer is not just saying words— 
not even the words that we call The Lord’s Prayer, 
Unless the Zeart prays, the prayer is a dead thing. 

Prayer is not getting something by a magic form- 
ula—“In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” We cannot “ get 
around ” God, ever—not even by using the name of 
His Son. 

Prayer is not begging God until we make Him 
change His mind. We shall see, as we study further, 
that God is always planning the best for His children. 
He wants us to have more wonderful things than we 
possibly can dream. He wants them for us even more 
than we want them for ourselves. All the prayer in 
the world couldn’t make God love us any better than 
He does, or want more wonderful things for us. 

And prayer is not breaking any law. God’s laws 
cannot be broken. The very thing that makes a law a 
law in God’s universe, is that it always does the same 
thing under the same conditions. Twice two are 
always four. Water is always composed of two vol- 
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umes of hydrogen to one of oxygen. Nothing can 
change these laws. Nor can prayer change any of 
God’s laws, anywhere. 

Well, if prayer is none of these things, what is it? 

Prayer is in one way one of the easiest, and in 
another way one of the hardest, things in the world. 
It is easy to ask for things, in word or in thought; 
anybody can do that. It is, for most of us, hard to 
pray with the life; and that is what we must learn to 
do, if we are to get what we call answers. 

It is something like this: None of us could be well 
very long in a house whose doors and windows were 
kept tightly closed so that no fresh air could come in; 
whose shades were all kept down so that no light could 
reach us. Our bodies are made so that they need both 
fresh air and sunlight in order to keep healthy. Now, 
suppose that you were shut up in a tightly-closed 
house like that and felt yourself getting sick. You 
realized that you were growing weaker and weaker, 
so you prayed to God to make you well. Would God 
“answer ” that prayer? Certainly not by any mir- 
acle. But He would be trying to answer it all the time 
in another way. Every minute of the day, the fresh 
air would be trying to get into your house—creeping 
through every tiniest crack and crevice; every hour of 
sunshine the health-giving light would be shining 
against your windows. You could pray forever and 
get no “answer” until you opened your doors and 
windows and let the light and air in. As soon as you 
did that your health would begin to come back to you. 
God never does anything for us that we can do for 
ourselves. He will furnish the air and sunshine which 
no power of man can make, but we must oper our 
own windows. ? 
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Now, that is a little picture of what prayer is. 
Prayer is opening our lives to God so that His love 
and power and joy can fill them; it is opening our 
hearts to the Great Friendship, not once, but day by 
day, just as we open our hearts to our human friends. 
Asking for things is only a small part of real prayer. 
Sometimes it is not true prayer at all. For instance, 
if one should pray to become an athlete, with. no in- 
tention of undergoing the training and discipline by 
which alone real mastery in anything can be obtained. 
There would be no opening of the life to God in a 
“ prayer ” like that. 

But real prayer, although it includes asking, means, 
as has been said, opening the life to God and keeping 
it open. All kinds of things can shut the door if we 
are not watching. Sin always does it. Laziness does 
it. Indifference does it. Just being too busy to have 
time for God sometimes does it the most of all. We 
will consider some of these things later. 

Do you remember how we came to have the prayer 
that we call The Lord’s Prayer? After Jesus’ disciples 
had been living with Him for a while they began to 
realize very keenly how different their lives were from 
His. Take the matter of fear, for instance. They 
were as brave as the average person, yet they were 
afraid of many things—of tempests—of ghosts—of 
what people would say! Jesus never was afraid. 
They saw Him in a storm so severe that it terrified 
them, experienced boatmen though some of them 
were; but He was as quiet and sure in that tempest 
as He was on a sunny hillside. 

They saw Him touch—actually touch lepers, al- 
though the terrible disease was so contagious that 
lepers were forbidden by law to go near other people. 
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They saw Him quietly face insane men, so strong 
with the awful strength of insanity that sometimes 
they were bound with chains. 

They saw Him meet the keenest and cleverest minds 
of Jerusalem—men bent on His destruction; and they 
saw Him quietly, without a moment’s doubt or hesita- 
tion, take the situation into His own hands and send 
His questioners away baffled and unable to answer 
Him. 

They saw Him, more than once, face that most 
awful thing in all the world—a mob eager to kill Him. 
And they saw Him look with pitying eyes into those 
angry faces—and go quietly on His way. Never once 
had they seen Him afraid for a single second. 

And it was not only fear. They were confused and 
bewildered again and again. Jesus was never bewil- 
dered—never confused—always the master of any 
emergency. 

People came to them with troubles that they could 
not help; sometimes they did not even dream of at- 
tempting to help them. ‘There was never anything 
that Jesus could not help if people would let Him. 
The only time that He ever refused to help was when 
He did not go to His own friend Lazarus, and that 
was because He was going to do something so much 
more wonderful for him and his sisters—something 
that He could not have done if He had healed Lazarus 
when the sisters sent word of his illness. 

Now, as the disciples lived with Jesus day after 
day and watched Him again and again in danger of 
His life, yet never in the least afraid; as they watched 
Him meet every kind of need and cure all kinds of 
“incurable” diseases; as they saw Him, tired out by 
all that He was doing, go off alone to pray to His 
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Father and come back strong and ready for another 
day of exhausting work—as they saw this happen 
again and again, they began to realize that they knew 
very little indeed of what prayer really was. They 
had prayed all their lives, but prayer did not do such 
things for them. So they came to Him one day and 
asked Him to teach them how to pray. It was then 
that He gave them what we call The Lord’s Prayer. 
And what He was really teaching them in that prayer 
was how to keep their lives open to God so that His 
power and His joy might fill them. 
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Wuart Prayer Is. I. Prayer Is Nor a Maaic ForMULA 


Read Luke 18:10-14; John 14:18. 


Study this picture of the two men, both of whom, appar- 
ently, were praying. Analyze the Pharisee’s prayer. In 
how many different ways was his prayer a failure? Notice 
the significant words, He prayed with himself. What does 
that mean? Upon the other hand, what proved the pub- 
lican’s prayer genuine? What is the meaning of the prom- 
ise that Jesus made to His disciples—and to us if we are 
His disciples? In other words, what is the condition im=- 
plied in “In my name”? How much respect would you 
have for a God from Whom you could get anything you 
wanted simply by using a few words as a “ magic”? 


“ Aren’t we foxy in our prayers!” a girl exclaimed once. 
That girl had begun to understand what real prayer is and 
what it means; that, often, when we “pray,” we are not 
thinking at all about God and the wonderful friendship that 
He wants us to have with Him, but instead, are thinking 
only about the things that we want for ourselves. To ask 
for a thing in Jesus’ name is as far as possible from a form 
of words. It means to ask for a thing in the spirit of Jesus 
—to ask the kind of thing that He would endorse. That will 


rule out all prayers for ourselves alone—not that we cannot 


ask for things that we want and often receive them, but that 


they are not promised in this “whatsoever”—since Jesus 
never asked anything for His own pleasure. Upon the other 
hand, the “ whatsoever” gives us courage to ask for things 
that we never should dare ask for by ourselves alone. Who 
are we to ask that the power of heaven should come down 


into our lives! But to ask it because Jesus Christ tells us to” 
use His name—because we want to be and do things that we _ 
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could not possibly be or do in our own power—that is a very 
different matter. That is the kind of prayer that God loves 
to answer and honor beyond our largest thoughts. 


“Tt does not take much of a man to be a Chris- 
tian, but it takes all there is of him.”—Huxley. 


Father, help me to be clear through honest in my 


praying! 
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Wuat Prayer Is. II. Prayer Is Nor Breaxina Law 

Read Luke 6:44; Prov. 23:7; Gal. 6:7; Mark 11:23. 

Here are three laws, one each in the physical, mental and 
moral realms. Restate them in your own words. Suppose 
that you tried to “break” any one of these laws—what 
would happen? How, then, if law rules everywhere and 
law is unbreakable can prayer accomplish anything? Yet 
we can ascend in an elevator or an airplane. How are we 
able to do that without breaking the law of gravitation? 
What light does this throw upon the problem of prayer 
and the reign of law? Jesus declared that mountains could 
be moved by faith—how does faith work? 


God’s laws never can be “ broken” anywhere in His uni- 
verse, whether without us or within. But everywhere we 
see law being overcome because men have laid hold upon 
higher laws. Iron sinks—yet a huge battleship weighing 
thousands of tons, floats because men have made use of 
other laws that keep the ship from surrendering to the law 
of gravitation. New factors have been introduced into the 
situation—new forces with their own laws. The battleship 
is the result of the equation of all these laws and forces. 
So prayer, with its laws, introduces a new factor into life 
whenever it is used. No matter whether the result is visible 
or not, true prayer always changes things. A situation can 
no more be the same after prayer has been added to it than 
a chemical can be the same after even a single drop of 
some other chemical has been combined with it. New laws 

have been brought in and these new laws will combine with 
the laws and forces already at work in the situation, and 
change it. Your prayer has not “ broken” any law in God’s 
- universe, but it has laid hold upon a new force and new 
laws that you were not using before. 

Jacob Riis, upon being congratulated for his suc- 
cessful career, replied, “ Well, I put myself in the 
way of things happening and they happened! ” 
To pray is to put one’s self under new laws—and 

_when one works with new laws new things always 


happen. 
ther, teach me to understand the great laws of prayer 
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Wuart Pryer Is. III. Prayer Is Not a MernHop or 
AvomwIna CONSEQUENCES 


Read Matt. 26:1-12. 


What do you think of the request of the five bridesmaids? 
Was it sporting to try to get out of their predicament as 
they did? Name instances when we sometimes try to avoid 
consequences through prayer. Suppose that you had shirked 
your work through the term; what would be the best and 
“ squarest ” prayer that you could make in the situation? 


There are laws of life which are exactly as inexorable as 
the laws of nature. Faithfulness and honesty and industry 
achieve certain results which cannot possibly be achieved 
by laziness and carelessness and unfaithfulness. The foolish 
bridesmaids were unfaithful to the trust committed to them. 
Their one duty was to be ready to welcome the bridegroom. 
They knew perfectly well how little oil the vessels carried 
even when they were full. Had the “wise” divided with 
them, all the lamps might have gone out before the festivi- 
ties were over, and the bridegroom be humiliated. The 
“wise” bridesmaids were not selfish—they were true to 
their trust. Their duty was to the bridegroom, not to their 
companions. 

Prayer never can undo past negligence. A student who 
constantly shirks, may, by the chance of the questions, “ get 
by” in a test, but he could not possibly make good in a 
position calling for the knowledge of the studies he had 
shirked. God’s laws work for justice. He will help from 
the moment that we honestly determine to do our part, but 
the help begins there. God will help us do the thing that 
we have neglected; He will even, if we are in earnest, bring 
good out of our failures and blunders. But even God can- 
not give back past time and lost opportunities. Prayer 
never is a way of avoiding consequences by magic! 


“A man can avoid making up his mind, but he 
cannot avoid making up his life.” 


—Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Dear Father, show me if I am lazy or cowardly ppyeriere 
in my life, and if I am, help me to overcome it. 
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Wuar Prayer Is. IV. Prayer Is Opsnine tHe Heart 
To Gop 

Read Mark 9:24; Acts 9:6; Luke 23:39-43. 

Do you remember the circumstances under which each of 
these prayers was prayed? What did the child’s father 
want? What do you think of his prayer? And Paul—who 
was then Saul; what condition of prayer did he meet? 
Why was the cry of the first thief no prayer and the cry of 
the second one instantly granted? What is wrong in the 
attitude of people who say that they do not pray because 
there are things in prayer that they do not understand? 


When people will not pray because there are puzzles and 
problems in prayer they are really only making excuses. 
Jesus asked only that people should believe that He had the 
power to help and was eager to do it. The father who came 
with his sick boy said in effect, “ Master, I don’t know 
much about You, but I know that I desperately need help 
for my sick boy and You never refuse need. O do help me 
and teach me!” That was all. And it was enough. We 
just have to open our lives to God exactly where we are— 
not waiting till we have learned one thing more. If we do 
that, He will teach us as we go on. 

That was the way that it was with Paul. He had seen the 

glory of Jesus Christ before he traveled that Damascus 
road. He had seen it in the face of a man that he had 
helped to murder. When He saw that glory again on the 
face of Stephen’s Lord, the barriers all went down at last 
and he really prayed. From that moment his life was open 
to the great Power which was to make him one of the 
mightiest forces for righteousness the world has ever known. 
“Shall we not open the human heart, 

Spread its doors till the hinges start? 

Stop our worrying, doubt and din, 

Hunting heaven and dodging sin? 

There is no need to look so wide: 

Open the door and stand aside— 

And God comes in! ” 
—Unknown. 


4 Dear Father, don’t let me, anywhere, shut You out of 
my life. 


: 
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Wuart Prayer Is. V. Prayer Is OpenING THE Heart TO 
Our Greatest FRIEND 
Read Gen. 15:1; Jas. 2:23; Ps. 86:11; John 14:22-23. 
We have seen that prayer is opening the life to God so 
that His power and love may fill it. But real prayer does 
not stop there. Study these references and see what more 
is needed. What was the relation between God and 
Abraham? One translation for Ps. 81:11 is “ Knit my heart 
to thine.” What does that imply? What are the condi- 
tions of a real friendship? What are its greatest joys? 
What should be its effect upon the life? 


We usually think of power as an impersonal force like 
electricity, but no one ever thinks of love as impersonal. 
Love cannot exist apart from life. The love of God is, as 
Jesus taught in the very beginning of the prayer, the love of 
a Father. How would you feel if, some day, a little son of 
yours should meet you night after night with the ery, “ Did 
you bring me the ball I wanted? Did you get me some 
skates? ” and then, if you brought the gift, run away with- 
out a thought of you—caring for nothing except the things 
that you brought? How do you suppose that our Father, 
Who is God, feels when we do exactly that way? When we 
open our lives to God, we are opening them to a great 
Friend Who wants to be our companion in everything that- 
we do. When we love to think about Him as we think 
about our friends—to talk things over with Him—to carry 
our plans to Him—to go to Him with every kind of need 
and want Him to share all our pleasures, then and only 
then, shall we be ready for the great adventure of prayer. — 


oa 


“ God asks precisely what, in our measure, we ask 
from one another. And you can be the friend of 
God on precisely the same terms on which you can 
be the friends of another man. No true friendship, 
no satisfying personal relation, could be possible 
otherwise. God cannot truly give Himself to us, 
except in the proportion in which we give ourselves 
to Him.”—Henry C. King. 
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Father, help me to realize that the greatest experience of. 4 
all life is that of being friends with God. 


i 
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Wuat Prayer Is. VI. Prayer Is Layina Hotp Upon 
Gop’s WILLINGNESS 


Read Gen. 28:10-16 and 20-22; Ps. 31:19. 


Compare Jacob’s vow with God’s promise to him. What, 
of all that promise, was Jacob willing to accept? What do 
you think of Jacob’s vow? What, if any, conditions of 
prayer did he fulfil and in what ways did he entirely fail to 
understand the conditions? How do people try to bargain 
with God today? How can one distinguish between a “ bar- 
gain prayer” and one in which the petitioner makes a 
promise with no thought of bargain? 


Prayer, some one has said, is never overcoming God’s un- 
willingness; it ts always laying hold upon his willingness. 
God wanted to give Jacob great blessings—the greatest 
blessing. There can be no greater blessing to anyone than 
that many people shall be better and happier because of his 
life. Jacob, apparently, didn’t care anything about that 
kind of a blessing. All that he wanted was food and safety 
and a return to the home from which his own selfishness and. 
trickery had driven him. God had to wait more than twenty 
years before Jacob even began to want what He was waiting 
to give him. It was Jacob who was unwilling, not God. 

And God is always like that—always trying to give us 
more and greater things than we ask for. Our prayer should 
be that we may learn more and more how to lay hold upon 
that wonderful willingness! 

It is said that when James Gordon Bennett sent 
Stanley to search for Livingstone he said, “ Draw 
on me for a thousand pounds today to provide your 
equipment; when that is exhausted, draw on me for 
another thousand pounds; when that is done, draw 
another, and so on—but find Livingstone!” Prayer 
ig spiritual strength. Can we not hear our Master 

-_ gaying, “ Draw on Me for strength in that stupen- 
-.  dous task you have undertaken in My name; draw 
: on Me for grace in daily living. ... Draw on Me 
indefinitely, but complete the work J have given 
you to do, and Lo, I am with you alway! ” 

Father, help me to take the blessings that You are wait- 
ing to give me. eae 


III 
PUZZLES AND DIFFICULTIES 


YEN when we understand—or begin to under- 
stand—what prayer really is, there are a great 
many things that puzzle us. After all, when we stop 
to think about it, that is only what-we should expect, 
isn’t it? A leading scientist said the other day that 
the more science learns about life and the unseen, the 
more mysterious they become. ‘That is, every new 
fact that science discovers is a door opening to new, 
marvelous, undiscovered facts. 
If this is true of science, it is exactly as true of 


prayer. There are great mysteries about it that no-— 


body understands, just as there are mysteries about 
electricity and radium. But the only way that we 
ever can learn more of any subject is by using all that 
we do know of that subject. So the fact that there 


are many things that we cannot understand about 


prayer is not a reason for not praying—#t is one of the 


greatest reasons for praying. We never shall learn — 


until we pray. We might read all the books about 
prayer that ever were written and they would do us 


no good at all if we did not pray. We should be like 


the people you may have seen sometimes who sit on 


the edge of the swimming-pool and talk about swim- 


ming, but never go into deep water. No one ever can 
learn how to swim except by trying to swim. 
But although there are mysteries about byayer that 


30 


¥ 


>| 
> 


af 


PUZZLES AND DIFFICULTIES 31 


no one can explain, there are certain other puzzles 
that we can understand if we think about them care- 
fully. Here and in the discussion pages are some ques- 
tions asked by high school students. Some of them 
are very fine questions, too. Suppose, before you 
read the discussion of any of them, that you stop and 
think how you would answer that particular question 
yourself, 

How can God hear and answer thousands of ques- 
tions at the same time? 

The real difficulty here is that we don’t know any 
words to describe God, because God is infinite and we 
are human. We can only really understand what we 
can see and hear and feel and know. We ourselves 
can listen to or answer but one thing at a time. But 
God, Who is infinite, can listen to and answer an infi- 
nite number at the same time. Perhaps a very famil- 
iar illustration can help make it clear. Outside the 
city is a great power house where the electricity is 
generated which supplies all the electrical needs of 
that city. Think of all the different calls that that 
power house answers at the same instant! A hundred 
thousand homes and hundreds of hotels and restaur- 
ants may be asking for electricity for cooking. The 
street car system is asking it for the running of hun- 
dreds of cars. The telephone company wants it for 
thousands of telephones; the newspapers want it to 
run their presses; laundries need it for their washing 
machines and irons; dentists need it for their drills, 
and when it gets dark, the whole city asks the power 


house for light. Hundreds of thousands of people 


asking each for the electricity he needs to do a 
certain thing and the power house sending out the 
electricity to the hundreds of thousands of people at 
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the same instant—doing all these different things at 
once. Now, if a blind force can “answer” an un- 
counted number of people at the same moment, 
giving each just the help he needs, doesn’t it help 
us to catch a glimpse of the way that a God Who is 
infinite wisdom and power and love can hear and 
answer an uncounted number of His children at the 
same moment? 

Is it right to think a great deal about the way you 
word your prayers? ‘Think again. Remember what 
prayer is—opening our lives to God just as we open 
the doors and windows of our homes to let the air and 
sunshine in—as we open our hearts to let our friends 
in. Do you think very much about the words that 
you are going to use when you next meet your chum? 
You may have quantities of things that you will want 
to talk over together—things that have happened 
since you last saw each other—things that you have 
been planning to do when you met again, but it is the 
interests you have in common, not the words you will 
use, that you are thinking about. Well, God wants to ~ 
be treated like a friend—the very dearest friend and 
most wonderful companion of your life. It isn’t the 
words that matter when you talk to Him—it is the 
way that you are feeling in your heart. Sometimes 
when you and your chum go on a hike together, you 
may tramp for a mile or so without saying a word— 
yet all the while you are having a great time together. 
Somehow you don’t need words just then. And prayer 
isn’t all asking, you remember. A great deal of it— 
the very heart of it, indeed, is just friendship with 
God. No, you need not be worried about the words. 
Just think to God. He will know what your beat is 
saying and that is your real prayer. 
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What is the use of praying for things when God 
knows what we need anyway? 

Well, in the first place, there are some things that 
God cannot give us until we really want them—want 
them so much that we go to Him about them. No one 
ever will make good in athletics unless he is keen about 
them. The finest coach in the world could not make 
a winning team of a crowd of boys who remained list- 
less and indifferent. And there are many things in life 
like that. Often God wants to give them to us, but He 
knows that we are not ready for them. When we want 
them enough to pray about them and keep on praying, 
then we are getting to the place where He can give us 
that thing—or something better. 

And in the second place, again and again God has 
told us to pray, and when He tells us to do a thing we 
may be very sure that He has a reason, whether we 
understand it or not. You accept statements that 
your teacher in mathematics or science makes, even if 
you cannot, at first, understand them. You are sure 
that he understands what he is talking about. So you 
obey his directions and go to work upon your problem. 
And that is the way that it is in prayer. Many a 
puzzle that we never could solve by arguing if we 
argued all our lives, will grow clear if we keep on 
praying. But unless we do pray it always will remain 
a puzzle. 

If our plan of life is laid out for us, what is the use 
of praying and struggling for higher things? 

We might use exactly the same argument in regard 
to school or college or business. A father, let us say, 
plans for his boy’s life; college—-perhaps a technical 
course afterwards, or a year of travel or a fine busi- 
ness opportunity. The plan includes “ struggling ” on 
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the boy’s part, doesn’t it? All the father’s planning 
or money or influence, can do no more than give the 
boy his opportunities. The rest is “up to” the boy 
himself. All his success is contingent upon the boy’s 
doing his part. If the boy fails to make good any- 
where, then the father has to change his plan—adapt 
it to the boy’s action—lower it, really. 

Our lives are planned by God. He has His dream 
for each one of us. But very few people reach God’s 
first plan, exactly because they do not struggle for 
higher things. So God has to give us, again and 
again, poorer and cheaper things than He wanted to 
—smaller opportunities, smaller joys. In God’s plan 
for our lives, as everywhere else, the carrying out of 
the plan is contingent upon the way that we do 
out part. 

How can I pray so as to realize God? 

That is a very great question—one of the greatest 
that anyone can ask. One who is conscious of God all 
the time has learned the greatest secret of life. Most 
of us are conscious of Him now and then—in flashes; 
then the consciousness goes. How can we get that 
consciousness oftener—hold it longer—until He be- 
comes as real to us as any of our friends? 

First of all, we must keep our prayer times regu- 
larly—never let anything interfere with them. We 
never can win consciousness of God by careless mo- 
ments now and then. But if we keep the prayer en- 
gagements faithfully, very quietly but surely, that 
consciousness will come to us. 

Then we must practise telling God the same kind of 
things that we tell anybody we love—the little things 
of every day, the sad things and the happy ones—the _ 
pane that go wrong and the things that go singingly — 
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right. Tell Him the kinds of things that you like to 
have your friends tell you. 

Then we must think about what He is interested in 
—what He cares about—what He is doing. Think of 
all the wonders that science is revealing as life and 
forces and law that He has created and is working 
through. Watch people’s lives and see if you can find 
Him working in them. Thank Him every day for 
some of the things that you are enjoying in your life. 
Thanksgiving is one of the best ways of learning to 
realize God. 

Finally, study about Him. Study the way that He 
dealt with the lives recorded in the Bible and the 
things that the Bible writers say about Him. See how 
many of those things you understand and agree to. It 
may take a long time to understand some of them, but 
every bit of real study helps. Think to Him many 
times a day. This will grow very easy and happy 
after a little. Just little thoughts—Father, it’s such 
a great day, today! Father, how beautiful You have 
made the world! Father, help me to grow today—to 
learn something worth while. Little prayers like that, 
out of a happy heart, will help us to realize God. 
And, as you go on together, you and your great 
Friend, you will find that He is always doing new 
things, bringing you new experiences, new opportuni- 
ties, new tests, new work. And as, day by day, you 
talk to Him about all these things, you will find, some 
day, that you could not imagine life without Him. 
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Puzzizss. I. How Can Gop Hear anp ANSwer THOUSANDS 
OF PRAYERS AT THE SAME ‘FIME? 

Read Acts 17 :22-28; John 4:24. 

How did you think of God when you were a child? How 
do you think of Him now? What forces and inventions are 
you familiar with that are practically unlimited in power? 
What argument can you draw from them? Study Paul’s 
speech to the Greeks—the most keenly intellectual people 
of their day. You will see that they had not understood 
that God was everywhere. What did Paul tell them? Put 
this part of his speech into your own words. 


The trouble is, of course, that we cannot imagine a God 
Who is utterly unlimited in power. Yet every day we see 
things in the universe around us that are utterly unlimited 
in their kind of power and we take them quite for granted. 
There is the sun, for instance, doing things for millions of 
people over thousands of miles, making everything grow, 
lighting houses, giving strength to people, all at the same 
time. And men, through their inventions, are doing the 
same kind of thing. Not only does the electricity in the 
power house answer thousands of calls at the same moment, 
but through the radio a single man can speak to uncounted 
people over hundreds of miles.. He cannot see one of the 
people to whom he is speaking; he may never get a re- _ ‘ 
sponse from any of them—yet he does not for a moment ~~ 
doubt that people heard him, because other people, speak- ‘ 
ing into the same disk, have been heard and have gotten . 
responses. Can we not apply the same argument to prayer, 
which is the heart speaking into the silence where God 
listens—and answers? 


Can God relieve my care? 
Remember that Omnipotence 
Has servants everywhere.” 


: 
“Say not, my soul, from whence ; 


Almighty Father, help me to catch greater glimpses of 
Your power and love and wisdom, so that my thoughts 
about You may be growing all the time. 
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Puzztzs. IJ. Wuar Is rue Use or Praying WuEn Gop 
Knows WHat WE Nesp? 

Read Matt. 7:7-11; 6:8-9. 

Study the “therefore” in Matt. 6:9. How are we apt to 
argue from the fact of God’s knowledge of our needs? How 
does Jesus argue from the same fact? Can you think of 
any reasons for praying for our needs although God knows 
all about them? What is it necessary to do besides asking? 


If prayer were simply asking for things, the things might 
be given us and the transaction closed. But if prayer means 
keeping our lives open to God, that is a very different mat- 
ter. It is getting the house ready for a Friend—a Friend 
Who will come with a gift, but Who is infinitely greater 
than any gift that he brings. So we have to get our lives 
ready—put out of them things that would hurt Him—plan 
things that will please Him—as we do for an earthly friend. 
Pray—then see that your life is ready for God and whatever 
He brings! He will come—perhaps with something differ- 
ent from what we are expecting; but it never will be smaller 
than the thing that we ask if we wait long enough to see 
what He really is bringing. We may ask Him for flowers 
and He may bring instead seeds from which we can raise 
our own flowers. We may ask to go to college and He may 
give us instead the opportunity for a different kind of an 
education. But always He will answer. He wants us to 
prove for ourselves that He is an answering God. Nobody 
else can prove it for us. 

“ Just because of God’s perfect knowledge and 
love, the Master seems to say, pray with confidence. 
Do not think that you can add to God’s informa- 
tion about your need, or can inspire in Him an in- 
creased good will by your petition. You cannot. 
He knows your need in advance and is more willing 
to give than you are to take. But one thing you 
can do. You can open the way for God to do what 
he wants to do. Prayer cannot change God’s pur- 
pose, but prayer can release it.”—Harry Emerson 


Fosdick. 
‘Dear Father, teach me how to open the way for Your 


answers. 
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Puzzies. III. Ir Our Puan or Lire Is Lam Ovt For Us, 
Wuy Srruccie ror ANYTHING Berrer? 


Read Num. 14:28, 30-31; I Sam. 13:13-14; Phil. 3:12. 


Read these passages thoughtfully. God had a plan for 
that generation of Israel and for Saul, yet each failed— 
why? Paul knew that he was “ apprehended” for a great 
and difficult task—what did he feel that his own attitude 
should be? Suppose that you are chosen for a team—what 
is your attitude toward this particular plan for your life? 
Suppose that your father plans to give you an education— 
can he do it? If not, what is the most that he can do? 
Apply this to God’s plan for your life. 


God has a plan for every life—a plan that will mean the 
utmost achievement and the utmost joy of which that life 
is capable. There cannot possibly be anything better for 
which we can strive. But He does not compel any soul to 
follow His plan. Always we are free to-turn away from it if 
we insist upon doing so. God would have led the Israelites 
straight to the Promised Land had they been willing to do 
their part; but they were too lazy—too cowardly—too soft. 
He had to wait till their children grew up, braver and hard- 
ier than their parents. He had a plan for Saul—but Saul 
failed in his part of it and lost his throne. Upon the other 
hand, if we do accept God’s plan, it will call for the very 
best of heart and mind and will that we know how to put 
into it. Paul felt that God’s plan for-him was greater than 
he could fulfil, but he was going to keep at it to the very 
end. We know, today, the tremendous task that he accom- 
plished. God’s plan for each of us is a working plan; it pro- 
vides for every contingency. But we have to do our own 
building! 

“A man’s work must be done in sight of the big- 
gest horizon of which he is capable and in touch 
with the biggest facts which affect him; or else, 
sooner or later, he will wake to find that his work 
was beneath him and that his life has been wasted.” 


—John Henry Strong. 


Dear Father, help me to live my life today, so that it will 
count in the working out of Your plan for my life. 


oe 
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Puzztzs. IV. Can We Exrecr Gop to ANSwER OvR 
Prayers Ir We Are Nor Dorna Att THat 
We Can OursELvEs? 

Read I Kings 19:1-18; Luke 6:46. 

Why was Elijah so discouraged after his magnificent 
achievement of faith? Read carefully and decide whether 
you think that God did or did not send him to Horeb? 
Where had Elijah failed? What was God’s answer to his 
prayer? 


“What doest thou here, Elijah? ” God had not sent him 
to Horeb. He had gone upon his own responsibility with- 
out asking God what His next command was. God cared 
for him still, but he was off the trail; and being off the trail 
he lost the joy and the power that come from being in har- 
mony with God. Faith and faithfulness cannot be sepa- 
rated. There were tasks waiting for Elijah. When he took 
those tasks up, set himself again in the way of God’s com- 
mands, his despondency would disappear. No, we have no 
right to expect God to answer us if we are not doing all that 
we can ourselves. It is not enough to do something now 
and then, or to do part of the thing that we feel God wants 
us to do, or to try till we get discouraged. We must do all 
that we can do. 

You see again that prayer is keeping the life open to God. 
If laziness or disobedience or indifference has closed the 
door of our lives, the answer cannot reach us. God may 
be wanting to give us the very thing that we are waiting for 
—He is wanting to give us that or something better. But 
He cannot give it to us until we open the door. 

“ Every man’s life is a plan of God. If we thor- 
oughly believe that, then these lives that are 
stunted, broken and incomplete, are simply evi- 
dences of our laziness, our unwillingness to follow 
out to the end the plan of the Architect. Every 
one of us can have a perfect, full-orbed, rounded 
life in Christ Jesus if we will ask God to show us 
His plan and then act according to it.” 

—S. M. Zwemer. 

Father, help me to see what I have to do and then give 
me the courage and perseverance to do tt. 
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Puzztes. V. Wuy Isn’t Ir Berrer to Use Our Own 
THouGHTS AND Worps INSTEAD or ALWAYS 
Usine Tue Lorp’s Praysr? 


Read Zech. 7:8-11, 13; James 4:3. 


What was the reason that the people of Zechariah’s gener- 
ation got no “ answers” to their prayers? What does James 
say is one of the reasons that people are unanswered? What 
parts of The Lord’s Prayer make it impossible to stop our 
ears to the sorrows of others or to imagine evil about them? 
Think honestly about the things that you want to pray for. 
How many of them would be included in the prayer that 
Jesus tells us to pray? 


We can always use our own thoughts and words in prayer. 
God loves to have us. He wants us to talk to Him as we 
talk to our own fathers; when our lives are fully and con- 
stantly opened to Him we shall talk to Him that way about 
all the things that we are doing and thinking—all the things 
that we are glad or sorry or puzzled or eager about. But 
until our lives are opened to Him like that, we have to be 
very careful. If we pray only our own words and thoughts 
we shall be apt to drift into the danger of which James 
warns us—the danger of praying only for ourselves and our 
own pleasures. So we need to use The. Lord’s Prayer con- 


stantly as a kind of gauge by which we can test the rest of ~ 


our prayers, to be sure that we are including our neighbors 
and reaching out to God’s great plan and back into our own 
hearts as Jesus’ prayer does. Be sure that you leave out 
nothing that He has taught us to pray for. 
“Lord of my life, henceforth I bear 
The name of Christian everywhere, 
And all observing eyes shall see 
Such Christ as is revealed in me. 
In trade, in play, my every word 
Will shame or glorify my Lord; 
ed aie * * * * 
Therefore, O Christ, my spirit claim 
And make me worthy of Thy name.” 
—Robert Freeman. 


Lord Jemis, help me to measure my prayers by sini one 
You taught us. 
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Puzztes. VI. Is Ir Necessary To Pray ror OrHeR PEOPLE? 


Read Isa. 58:6-9; Matt. 9:10-11. 


Why did Jesus spend so much time with the publicans 
and sinners—the people who were unhappy and unpleasant, 
ignorant and sometimes criminal? How did the “ church 
people ”—the Pharisees—feel towards them? Jesus said 
that He and the Father felt the same way about everything 
—what bearing has that fact upon our attitude towards 
other people? Why did Isaiah say that God could not 
answer people’s prayers in his day? Those were tremen- 
dous wrongs that needed to be righted, but no greater than 
the wrongs that are in the world today. What bearing has 
this upon our question? 


Tt is necessary to pray for other people for three reasons. 
In the first place, selfishness—in prayer, as well as anywhere 
else, means lack of harmony with God. In the second place, 
in some way that we cannot understand, God uses our pray- 
ers for other people if they are honest. Love is the most 
tremendous force in the world, and when God’s love has our 
love to use, it is like the irrigating canals in the desert— 
every canal means a new opportunity for the life-giving 
water to reach the parched soil. So every “ open” life is a 
way for God’s love and power to reach other lives. 

And in the third place, God’s great purpose for all of us 
is that we shall grow more and more like Jesus Christ. You 
could not imagine Jesus praying only for Himself, could 
you? So we cannot possibly grow like Him until we care 
enough about other people to pray for them. 


“You are writing a gospel, 
A chapter each day, 

By the deeds that you do, 
By words that you say. 
Men read what you write, 

Whether faithless or true: 
Say, what is the gospel 
According to you?” 


Dear Father, keep me from being selfish in my prayers. 


IV 
HINDRANCES 


1 prayer is opening our lives to infinite power and 
wisdom and love, why don’t we all do it? Why 
aren’t we all eager and joyous and strong, the master 
of our circumstances as Jesus said that we ought to be? 

There are many reasons—many things that get in 
the way. You know what happens when a tele- 
phone wire becomes grounded—the message can’t get 
through. In the same way our prayers get grounded 
sometimes. If you stop to think, you will discover a 
number of things that will do this. But there is one 
that is the commonest of all, and that is simply the 
failure to take time for God each day. We don’t ex- 
pect to learn mathematics or Spanish or chemistry in 
a day or a week or a month. Nobody is so foolish as 
that. But because we cannot work a complicated 
problem or read a page of Spanish or perform a diffi- 
cult experiment successfully the first time we try, we 
never think of saying, “‘ There’s nothing in mathe- 
matics or chemistry. It doesn’t work. I know some 


people say that it does, but I know better. I’ve tried _ 


and there’s nothing in it.” 


As a matter of fact, we haven’t tried at all. Just. 


trying once or twice and then giving up isn’t worth 


the name. We know perfectly well that the laws of — 


mathematics and chemistry do work—they always 
work—nothing ever can stop their working if all the 
re 
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conditions are fulfilled. Nothing ever can stop any 
law from working under its own conditions. The 
absolute sureness of it is exactly what makes it a law. 
If it does not work, the trouble is with us, not with 
the law. 

And the trouble with us if we don’t “ do anything 
with ” prayer, is either that we are not obeying its 
laws or not half trying them. You know how long 
and how patiently we hunt to find the trouble in any- 
thing that we are interested in—in our radios or our 
automobiles. When we work over prayer just as hon- 
estly and perseveringly we shall get results. Do you 
think that it is fair to expect God to do very much for 
us if we only give Him two or three hurried minutes 
out of the 1440 of the day? And yet that doesn’t tell 
it either. It isn’t wholly a question of the amount of 
time that we give Him—it is a question of caring 
about God—of wanting Him in one’s life every day. 
If we really care about Him so that our thoughts go 
running to Him throughout the day just as they do to 
our friends—then we are keeping our lives open to 
Him—and that is really praying. 

But if we haven’t learned to enjoy doing this, then 
can we do without it? Well, how is it about other 
things in life? Do we stop training because it’s pretty 
tough discipline? Do we give up business because 
there’s a lot of tiresome detail in it? Why do you 
suppose it is that we treat God and the things that 
have to do with Him so differently from the way that 
we treat everything else in life? 

You see that one great hindrance is simply not using 


- our minds about this matter of prayer. A woman once 
told of the thing that, as she said, “ ended prayer for 


a her.” It was at the time of the Civil War, and she 
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lived in the South, where it was very difficult to get all 
kinds of things that people had been used to, and 
where, as a consequence, they treasured very carefully 
the little that they had left. It happened that in her 
family one of the greatest treasures was a bottle of 
vanilla. It was all that they had to flavor the cakes 
for birthdays and weddings and all special occasions. 

The little girl and her still smaller brother had been 
warned again and again not to touch that bottle of 
vanilla. But it was so tempting! Whenever a big 
cake was to be made and the bottle of vanilla was 
brought out, they hung around hoping for at least a 
sniff of it. 

One day the cook was going to make a birthday 
cake. Of course the children were on hand. Pres- 
ently the cook was called from the kitchen for a mo- 
ment. The temptation was too great. The little girl 
reached up for the bottle and the two took a long 
ecstatic sniff. Then suddenly they heard a step. In 
their hurry they didn’t get the bottle quite back on 
the table—it struck the edge and fell to the flagged ~ 
floor. For a horrified second the children stared at 
the broken glass and widening pool of dark liquid. 
Then the little girl caught her brother by the arm, 
rushed him off to the barn and pushed him down on 
his knees. 

“Pray,” she commanded. “ Pray that the vanilla 
bottle isn’t broken!” 

They prayed desperately—then crept back to the 
kitchen. The broken bottle still lay on the floor; only 
a dark stain showed where the precious flavoring had 
been. 
4¢5 That, ” the woman said bitterly, “ ended prayer 
for me.” 3 


se 


oe ie 


HINDRANCES 45 


It was a tragedy—a terrible tragedy for the child. 
But there was something that was a worse tragedy 
still—that a grown woman with a mind to use should 
not have used it about prayer. 

There are many other hindrances. You can think 
of some of them yourselves. Some of them we will 
study later when we talk about unanswered prayers. 
But there is one question that needs to be answered 
right here. Some one asks, “ But is it really prayer 
if you make yourself do it when you don’t want to? ” 

That depends. Merely repeating words isn’t pray- 
ing, certainly. Yet you don’t fail to keep an appoint- 
ment with your doctor or teacher, your coach or 
trainer, just because you don’t feel like it, do you? 
And the appointment with God, Who is our Father, 
is far more important than any of these. It is the 
most important thing that can ever come into our 
lives. So, if you don’t “ feel like ” praying, just tell 
Him that. Tell Him how hard it is—that you can’t 
feel His presence—that it seems like praying against 
a blank wall. Ask Him to help you to keep the prayer 
appointments whether you feel like it or not—to help 
you to want to keep them. Tell Him that you are 
trying to “ play fair” by coming to Him at least. If 
you do this faithfully, you will find, more and more 
often, that you do want to come—that your day misses 
Him if you have started without the morning talk— 


_ that you are learning to feel the presence of the Great 
_ Companion Whose friendship is the supreme experi- 
ence of all life. 


46 THE ADVENTURE OF PRAYER 


Hinprances. I. WHEN We Don’t Feet Like PrayIne 


Read Ps. 88:14; Hab. 1:2; I Thess. §:17. 


What things can you think of that will hinder prayer? In 
the case of the vanilla bottle, what could the child have 
prayed for that would not have been “breaking” any law? 
How do you account for the fact that sometimes we feel 
like praying and sometimes we don’t? Is it hypocritical to 
pray when we don’t feel like it? How can we overcome our 
hindrances? 


Perhaps there is no more subtle hindrance to prayer than 
that of our moods. Nearly everybody has to meet that 
difficulty at times. Even God’s prophets were not wholly 
free from it. Habakkuk felt as if he were facing a blank 
wall for a long time. What shall we do when moods like 
this come to us? Wait until we do feel like praying? It is 
easy to persuade ourselves that it is hypocrisy to pray 
when we don’t feel like it; but we don’t argue that way 
about other things in life. If you were in «a room that had 
been tightly closed for some time, you would, sooner or 
later, begin to feel very miserable—so miserable, perhaps, 
that you would not want to make the effort to open the 
windows, especially if they were difficult to open. But your 
weakness and listlessness would be proof that you were be- 
ginning to need fresh air very desperately—that you would 


soon be ill without it. So when we are listless about prayer > 


is the very time when we need the most to pray. The only 
way that we ever can overcome listlessness in anything is 
to put more of ourselves, not less, into the task. To pray 
when you do not feel like praying is not hypocrisy—it is 


faithfulness to the greatest duty of life. Just tell the — 


Father that you don’t feel like it—ask Him to show you 
what is making you listless. He will help us to overcome 


our moods and give us courage to persevere in spite of 
them. 


“When you cannot pray as you would, pray as 
you can.”—Dean Goulburn. 


Father, help me to be honest in my thinking and not to 
pretend to myself that I need not pray if I don’t feel like it. 


2 oe LE > fie a es 
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Hinprances. II. Berna Quirrers 


Read Luke 18:1-7. 


How do you explain this strange parable—what is the 
argument? What is the difference between the need of 
perseverance in prayer, which the Bible emphasizes again 
and again, and teasing God for things? What kinds of 
things should we keep on praying for and what kinds 
should we stop asking for after a little if they are not 
granted? Why should we have to persevere? How long 
do you keep on praying for things if you don’t get an 
“answer ” at once? 


One of the commonest reasons for failure in prayer is the 
lack of perseverance. There are many prayers that cannot 
be answered at once. Moses wanted to help his people. 
For forty years he thought that that longing was denied 
him—and all the time God wanted him to do that very 
thing. But it took forty years to train Moses for his work 
and to bring the Israelites to the place where they were 
ready to be delivered. Many a prayer is “ unanswered ” 
because the one who prays gets tired of waiting and so is 
not ready for the answer or does not recognize it when it 
comes. God never forgets anything that we ask of Him. 
If He can give us the thing that we want without robbing 
us of something better, He will do it. A woman once said 
that many times in her life she had been startled by having 
God send her something that she had prayed for years 
before and forgotten all about. She had forgotten, but 
God never had. 

But the perseverance that Jesus was talking about in this 
parable was not for anything that we might happen to want, 
but for help in time of danger. We always can pray for 
that and the help will come, either by deliverance or by a 
strength that laughs at danger. In the kind of prayer that 
we can pray “in Jesus’ name” we should never stop until 
the answer comes. 

“The meaning of the parable lies in the sincerity 
of the desire which made her importunate. It is 
the kind of importunity which the scientist has who 
looks for truth.”—Maud Royden. 

Father, help me not to be a quitter in prayer. 
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Hinprances. III. Nor Usinec Our Minps Asout PRAYER 


Read Luke 10:27; I Pet. 1:18; Ps. 77 :7-12. 


Notice Peter’s figure! The mind is not to be lazing in 
an easy chair! It is to be an alert and eager traveler, 
ready for difficult climbs and long journeys. But how are 
we to use our minds in this matter of prayer? People say 
many things for and against it—how will you decide which 
things to believe? What has the mind to do with the laws 
of prayer? Suppose that you pray and get no “ answer ”— 
how should you use your mind then? A lawyer once said 
that he prayed for a bicycle when he was a boy. He did 
not get it; and that ended his praying. What do you think 
of his attitude? Where do you think that-young people of 
today most fail to use their minds in this matter of prayer? 


There are surely few places in life where we need to use 
our minds more than in this matter of prayer. Simple 
common sense should keep us from some of the things that 
are sometimes called prayer and from some of the excuses 
for not praying. The lawyer who prayed for the bicycle 
could not have given up everything he attempted after a 
single failure—else he never would have become a lawyer! 
Millions of people have believed in-prayer. Many of them 
have done great things through its power. Is their testi- 
mony all to be discredited because a boy once prayed for a 


bicycle and didn’t get it? How infinitely more sensible, to ~ 


say nothing else, was the attitude of the psalmist who, 
when he seemed to be unanswered, cried to himself, “ This 
is my infirmity ”—here’s where I am making a mistake—‘ I 
will remember the works of God—I will remember His won- 
ders of old.” And as he piled up the evidence, his old faith 
returned to him—his old vision of a God of infinite power 
and love; and he could pray once more. 


“You do not escape responsibility because in 
doubt. Face to face with your moral problem, 
your duty is to keep on thinking till duty is clear.” 

-Gaius Glenn Atkins. 


Father, help me to THINK! 
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Hinvrances. IV. An Untovine Spr 


Read I John 2:9-11; 4:20. 


Later on we shall study forgiveness—what it is and how 
to forgive. But today we want to think of an unloving 
spirit as a hindrance to prayer. What other ugly things go 
with unlovingness? Do the references mean that we must 
feel towards everyone as we do towards our particular 
friends? If not, what does “love” mean in these passages? 
And how can we learn to love, in the way that John means, 
if we don’t want to? 


All sin, in its final analysis, is failure in love or hatred of 
love. Love for one’s “ brother” means recognition of that 
brother as a child of the same Father and wanting for him 
what the Father wants—wanting it so sincerely that, like 
the Samaritan in Jesus’ parable, we are ready to help him 
in any need. It has nothing to do with our “liking” him 
or not—although, as a matter of fact, there is nothing that 
will help us to like another more than trying to help him 
if he is in a hard place. 

The unloving spirit is different from the unforgiving 
spirit. The unforgiving spirit clings to its sense of injury; 
the unloving spirit has not, necessarily, any sense of injury; 
it is simply too cold or too wrapped up in itself to care 
about other people. If we cannot pray, one of the first 
things to do is to look around our own lives and see 
whether, anywhere, we are refusing to do for others what 
we know love would do. If we are, the wire is grounded, 
the channel blocked up, the door closed to the God Who 
igs Love. 


“Self is the only prison that can ever bind the soul. 
Love is the only angel who can bid the gates unroll. 
And when he comes to call thee, rise and follow fast; 
The way may lie through darkness, but it leads to 


light at last.” 
—Henry vanDyke. 


Father, teach me how to love. 
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Hinprances. V. Houiprine On To SIN 


Read Luke 18:18-23; Acts 7:58-59 and 8:1; Isa. 69:1-2. 


What sin closed the heart of the rich young ruler to 
Christ? How did Saul close his heart to God? How do 
our iniquities come between us and God? As you know 
your own life, what sin is apt to get the better of you? 
How can we find out whether we are sinning in some way 
that we have not realized? 


Any kind of sin, held on to, will keep us from opening 
our hearts to God so that His love and power may come in 
and fill them. Sin is like grime on the windows, shutting 
out the light—only it is infinitely worse than grime, for that 
only. shuts out the light, whereas sin is an active poison 
working death. The love of money and the things that 
money will buy is one of the commonest hindrances to the 
opening of the life to God; but notice that it is the love of 
these things, not the things themselves. There are rich 
people whose riches only give them deeper experience of 
God because they hold themselves as trustees for God in 
the use of them. With Saul, money was not the question at 
all, but the obstinate shutting of his heart and mind to the 
truth that Stephen’s shining face and glorious death had 
proved to him. When he surrendered to his Lord on the 
road to Damascus, every barrier was down instantly. To 
say with our hearts, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” is to throw the life wide open to the God Who is so 
eager to fill it with His love and power. The moment that 
we really pray that, we are started upon the great adven- 
ture of prayer. 


“The great Madras Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation building was held up for months after the 
site was chosen, the plans drawn and the money 
provided, because two shanty owners would not let 
go their hold on a little ground in the center of the 
plot. What is the name of the shanty in your mind 
which is holding up the building of character and 
service for which God has the plans and the means 
ready? ”—Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Father, show me if there ts anything in my life that is 
keeping You out. 


“Se ee 
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Hrnprances. VI. Nor Taxinc True For Gop 


Read Gen. 5:22; Dan. 6:10; Luke 6:12. 

How much have we a right to expect from prayer if we 
give only two or three minutes a day to it? How much 
time did Jesus take for prayer? Why did He need it? 
What are some things that we have a right to expect to get 
from prayer? What is the greatest of them all? What 
makes it so hard to take the time for prayer each day? 
What method can you work out for yourself for overcom- 
ing this difficulty? 


The greatest thing that we can possibly get from prayer 
is companionship with God. Our lives with Him are under 
the laws of all friendship. How long do you get any joy 
out of a friendship after you have stopped seeing your 
friend or writing or planning for times together? It is 
exactly the same with God. Our consciousness of and joy 
in His friendship, is exactly proportioned to what we our- 
selves give to it. There is an old story of three mén who 
went a long journey on foot to see a certain hermit in 
order to learn how to get more of God in their lives. 
When they reached the hermit he answered brusquely, 
“You have as much of God as you want.” They had. We 
all have. God is far more eager to give Himself than we 
are to receive Him. Now, there are two ways of “ taking 
time” for Him. One is by keeping a definite time every 
day for prayer and study and quiet with Him. The other 
is by “keeping step” with Him through the day as Enoch 
did. When we meet God for a conference early in the 
morning and then keep step with Him through all the vari- 
ous occupations of the day, then, slowly perhaps, but surely, 
we shall find ourselves becoming more and more conscious 
of the Great Companion of our lives. 

“ Character has been defined as the result of two 
things—our mental attitude and the way we spend 
our time. One of these will not form character 
rightly; it takes both. It is of no use whatever to 
be mentally favorable to religion and yet leave it 
out of our daily lives.” 

Dear Father, may I count friendship with You the great~ 


est thing in my life. 


V 


FATHER 


Vy Jesus, teaching His disciples how to pray, 
gave them what we call The Lord’s Prayer, He 
was not teaching them a form of words to repeat. He 
never did that in any of His teaching. Words, by 
themselves, have no value. They are useful only be- 
cause they stand for things or ideas. Nobody would 
pay a cent for the word health, but men would, many 
a time, give all the money they possess for health 
itself. The word Jove has no value, but all the money 
in the world could not buy the love itself. 
So Jesus was teaching not words, but the great laws 
of prayer—the things which must be understood by 
heart and mind—the things which we must be at least 


trying to live out into our lives before God’s love and ~ 


power and special “‘ answers” can come. And the 
_ very first thing that we must learn to realize, Jesus 
said, is that God is our Father. 

Before Jesus came, people didn’t understand that 


very well. They thought of God in other ways—ways 


that we, today, must not forget. They thought of 
Him as power and might and wisdom. They thought 
of Him as infinite holiness. Too often we forget that. 
Nobody would think of trying to “run in” to the 
White House, boisterous and careless and untidy as 
children race home from school. We know that we 
should have to get an appointment and make our 
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clothes and manners fit for the occasion. Yet, too 
often, we rush into the presence of the God of all the 
universe as carelessly as that! 

Now, Jesus says that we must not forget the rever- 
ence—that we must stop and think Who God is—but 
that zf we are reverent, there is no thing so small that 
we cannot bring it to His love. Infinitely great though 
He is—far beyond our deepest thought and under- 
standing—yet He is still our Father and wants us to 
think of Him so—to believe that He cares about every 
least little thing that we want or need, are happy or 
troubled about. 

You sometimes hear the Gospel called the Good 
News. Well, the good news that Jesus brought the 
world was exactly that—that God is our Father—that 
He understands all about us—all the hopes and fears 
and doubts and longings and hurts that, somehow, we 
cannot seem to tell anybody else; that all His great 
love and care is for His children; that He cares if we 
are sick or unhappy; that He knows all our needs, 
even the smallest; that He has planned for our edu- 
cation—our work—our happiness; that He is never 
too busy to listen to us; that He is more eager to have 
us make a success of life than we are ourselves; that 
He rejoices to see us grow into brave and happy men 
and women, making honorable places in life; that if 
we fail, He suffers terribly, although His love never 
changes by a hair’s breadth; that He is always plan- 
ning to help us to new victories and achievements; 
that He delights in surprising us with fresh gifts; that 
above all, He is eager to have His children love Him 
and want Him to share their daily lives—eager to 
_ have them interested in His work, as He is in theirs. 
That is God as Jesus reveals Him to us. 
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Did you ever think how Jesus went up and down 
the city streets and country roads searching for one 
thing—faith? Sometimes He found it—more often 
He did not. Again and again His own disciples hurt 
Him by their lack of it. What did He mean? Faith 
that He could heal diseases and cast out demons and 
save His friends from drowning? No, something far 
greater than any of those things. Faith that God is 
our Father—that we can “ bank upon Him ” utterly; 
that although everything else in the universe fails He 
never will fail the child who depends upon Him and 
will let Him help. 

This realization, that God is our Father, is the first 
requisite of all real prayer. 

Now probably some one is thinking again of that 
last question asked in the chapter upon Difficulties. 
Perhaps some one is still saying, “ Yes, but in spite 
of everything, God seems so vague—so far away—as 
if I were praying to empty air. I have read about 
Him and have tried to pray, but I cannot feel any 
difference. What more can I do? ” 


There is exactly one thing to do, and that is to keep ~_ 


on trying until you do realize Him. Nothing worth 
while is ever accomplished without patient, persistent 
practise. You didn’t go flying down the ice, an ex- 
pert skater, the first time that you put on skates, did 
you? Nor win a game against a tennis champion the 
first time that you handled a racquet, nor play so that 
you delighted all listeners the first time that you sat 
down to a piano. Do you remember how many ex- 
periments Edison made before he could reproduce a 
certain baffling sound on the phonograph? Seven 


thousand! You know that you cannot possibly be- — 


come proficient in athletics or study without hard 


ea 
ars 
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work. How can we possibly expect to realize God if 
we only go to Him occasionally when we happen to 
feel like it; or indifferently, with our minds full of all 
sorts of things? 

How do you succeed in your studies or your ath- 
letics? By studying regularly and practising or 
training regularly, don’t you? You would never 
dream that you could succeed any other way. And 
then in your study hours, or your practice, you try to 
put your whole mind upon what you are doing. Well, 
it is exactly that way that you can learn how to pray 
—hby keeping regular appointments with Him just as 
you do with your teachers and trainers; counting 
them regular engagements that must not be broken. 
This does not mean that you cannot speak to Him in 
your heart at any moment all day long. The more 
often you do that, the more you will grow to love 
doing it. But unless we make a definite time and 
keep it we shall find that other things will crowd God 
out—that we shall gradually go to Him less and less 
often, and our consciousness of Him will grow fainter 
and fainter, until, presently, we shall forget Him all 
day long. The only way is to put Him first in our 
day and let nothing interfere with that appointment. 

You have probably heard the story of the boy who 
had a blind father to whom he was utterly devoted. 
The two were inseparable comrades until it came time 
for the boy to go to college. The separation was ter- 
rible for them both, but the boy went, determined to 
make a record for his father’s sake. He did make a 
record, both in his work and in athletics where, pres- 
ently, he made the football team and became its star 
player. The college was looking forward to his lead- 
ing them to victory against a formidable rival when 
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he received a telegram telling of his father’s sudden 
death. The whole college went into mourning. Their 
hope of victory vanished with their star player out. 

The boy came back from the funeral the day before 
the game. Nobody dreamed that he would play, but 
to their amazement he presented himself as usual. 
Not only that, but he played as no one had ever seen 
him play before, and led his team to a glorious victory. 

The captain, stammering a little, tried to tell him, 
afterwards, how they all felt. 

“We didn’t suppose you’d feel you could play,” 
he said. 

The boy looked at him in surprise. “ Don’t you 
understand? ” he asked simply. “ That was the first 
game my father ever saw me play!” 

That was what made that boy invincible that day. 
It was the consciousness that his father, blind no 
longer, was watching his game. And the conscious- 
ness of our Father—the God of all the universe— 
watching with love and joy and pride in us if we, day 
by day, are trying to “ play the game ”—that is what 


will open our lives to His power and His love; that is ~ 


the beginning of all real prayer. 
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Farner. I. Wuat Kinp or a Gop Is Hu? 


Read Matt. 7:7-11; Mark 11:22. 


What is the difference between having faith that a prayer 
will be answered and having faith in God Himself? Does 
faith involve anything more than belief in regard to prayer, 
and if so, what more? A young soldier in the world war 
defined faith as “betting one’s life that there is a God.” 
What do you think that he meant by that? What, as well 
as you can think it out, do you mean by faith in God? 


Nearly everybody has faith in some kind of a God. No- 
body is worrying very much, for instance, for fear that the 
earth will collide with any other planet. We have faith in 
a God Whose laws work unfailingly in the physical universe. 
But that is a very different thing from having faith in a 
God Who cares if anyone is hungry or unhappy or sick. 
Jesus was constantly trying to make people believe in a 
God like that—a God Who wants His children to be strong 
and happy and do worthwhile work in the world—a Father 
Who is eager to put His love and wisdom at the call of any 
of His children at any minute. Now, the only way that we 
can realize that God is such a Father is to turn to His love 
and wisdom at every point in our lives. A friend may call 
and call to us over the telephone, but unless we take the 
receiver down, we never shall get his message. A doctor 
may leave us a prescription, but unless we take that pre- 
scription the doctor’s wisdom and skill cannot reach us. 
We never shall learn to have faith in God until we ask 
Him, day by day, to guide us in our work and play and 
study and all our living; then, and then only, shall we learn 
what a Father He is. 


“ We are not, in religion, first of all inquirers and 
explorers; we are, first of all, receivers. . . . What 
gives one confidence is not the completeness of his 
knowledge of God, but the completeness of God’s 
knowledge of him.”—Francis G. Peabody. 


Dear Father, help me to understand, more and more, 
what faith in You really means. 
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Farner. Il. Tue Ont Wuo Suows Wuar Gop Is Lixs 


Read John 14:7-9. 


What was Philip’s difficulty in regard to God? How 
would you prove to anyone the existence of love or truth? 
No one can see abstractions! How did Jesus deal with 
Philip’s perplexity? What helps you the most when you 
find it hard to believe in God as a Father? 


Philip was troubled by the same thing that troubles some 
people today—he wanted a visible proof of God. Jesus 
answered that Philip had had a three-years’-long opportun- 
ity to know what God was like! The things that he had 
seen in every act of Jesus—the things that he had heard in 
every word that He spoke—the love—the power—the hatred 
of sin—the sympathy with sorrow and suffering—these, and 
not the flesh that He wore, were the real Jesus. When the 
beautiful face was torn and bleeding, the love and power 
and tenderness that were Jesus were untouched. And it 
was these that made Jesus the constant revelation of God. 
There was no difference—no shadow of difference anywhere 
—in the way that He felt towards life and the way that 
God feels—the way that He loved and the way that God 
loves. So when we get bewildered because we do not know 
how to think of God, we can just think of Jesus Christ and 
say to ourselves, “ The Father is like Him!” 


“Behold Him now where He comes! 
Not the Christ of our subtle creeds, 
But the Lord of our hearts and our homes, 
Of our hopes, our prayers and our needs: 
The brother of want and blame, 
The lover of women and men, ' 
With a love that puts to shame 
All passions of mortal ken.” 
—Richard Watson Gilder. 


Father, help me to know your Son better so that I may 
know You better. 


FATHER 59 


Fatuer. III. Taz Way He Carzs 


Read Isa. 63:9; Luke 15:20; Rom. 8:82. 


Study these references carefully. What do they reveal of 
the attitude of God towards His children? How did the 
father in the story happen to see his son while he was still 
a great way off? Try to think how he had felt while the 
boy was away. What does Isaiah mean by saying that in 
all Israel’s affliction God Himself was afflicted? Do you 
really believe Paul’s argument? What should be the effect 
upon your life if you do? 


In the great war, ten years ago, thousands of fathers gave 
their sons—sometimes their-only sons. Would not those 
fathers have given anything they possessed, if they could 
-have done so honorably, rather than the lives of those 
boys? Yet their love is but a tiny reflection of the love of 
God—God Who gave His only Son for us. Why did He 
give His Son? Because of our suffering through sin and 
what sin does to us. He could not bear it to have His 
children destroyed by sin. Just as He had suffered with the 
suffering of His children in Egypt centuries before, so He 
was suffering with the suffering of His children in Palestine 
1900 years ago. But God does not change. He still suffers 
with every bit of the pain and sorrow and trouble that come 
to our lives, directly or indirectly, as the result of sin. 
Could a Father Who suffers with us like that possibly 
refuse any good thing that we need? 


“No man is really born until he is born again 


and can say, ‘I am a son of God.’” 
—G. A. Studdert Kennedy. 


Dear Father, help me to realize that You love me so 
much that You really suffer with every bit of suffering that 
comes to me at any time. 
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Fatuer. IV. How to Know Him 


Read Jer. 9:23-24; John 17:3; Mal. 1:6. 


What is the real “ honor” of a father? How can we not 
only honor, but be an honor to the God Who is our Father? 
What is the difference between knowing a person and know- 
ing about him? What are the conditions of really knowing 
anyone? What are the conditions of really knowing God? 


How much should we really know of anyone if we merely 
called out a careless “ Halloo” as we passed? We could 
do that for years and never touch the remotest borders of 
friendship. Really to know each other, two people have to 
be together so that each may know something, at least, of 
what the other thinks; they must share experiences; they 
must give each other, not material things, but the intangible 
“things” that we call loyalty and trust and sympathy 
and love. 

And exactly the same conditions hold for the great friend- 
ship with our Father. We never shall know Him if we 
merely say a careless word of prayer, night and morning. 
All the time, every moment of our lives, His love is around 
us, working for us; but until we take time to talk to Him 
and let Him, in His own way, speak to us; until we try to 


learn how He thinks and feels about things; until we work — 


for and with Him, we never can know God. 


“'There’s a breathless hush in the close tonight— 

Ten to make and the match to win— 

A bumping pitch and a blinding light, 
An hour to play and the last man in. 

And it’s not for the sake of a ribboned coat, 
Or the selfish hope of a season’s fame, 

But his captain’s hand on his shoulder smote: 
‘Play up! Play up! And play the game.’ ” 

—Henry. Newbolt. 


Father, help me to be square with You—not to be willing 


to take so much from You and give You nothing of myself 


in return. 


di 
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Fatuer. V. Trarinac, Nor PunisHMENT 


Read Heb. 12:7-11. 

Think of the finest father that you can imagine. What 
would be his outstanding characteristics? What would be 
his purpose for his children? How do you think that he 
would deal with his children’s wants—not their needs, but 
their wants? How would he handle the matter of discip- 
line? What is the difference between punishment and dis- 
cipline? Apply all this to the discipline God sometimes 
sends us. 


You could not imagine a real father letting a baby han- 
dle matches or poison, could you? But there are many 
things quite as dangerous to our real selves as poison would 
be to our bodies. To let a child grow up with undisciplined 
will or temper or heart is to ruin his chances of success in 
life. God’s discipline is all a training—a discipline for the 
soul just as training in athletics is discipline to the body. 
You would not think much of a coach who was easy with 
his men—let anyone break training at any excuse—let them 
eat things not permitted if they complained a little—called 
them out of a game if he saw that they were having a 
rough time of it! How you would scorn a coach like that! 
What you want in a trainer is one who will make you win 
against heavy odds. And that is what God wants for His 
children. Every bit of discipline is that they may have the 
joy of victory afterwards. 


“ Whoever has handled well any calamitous event 
possesses resources, insights, wise attitudes, qualities 
of sympathy and power that by no other road could 
have come to him.”—Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Father, may I grow ashamed to ask for soft things in life! 
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Farner. VI. Nosiesse OBLicE 


Read Luke 2:49; John 6:17 and 12:49; Rom. 8:14. 


What should be the relation between the child and such a 
Father as we have been talking about? Suppose that the 
child knew that the father had an ideal for him—what 
effect should that knowledge have upon his prayer? What 
is God’s “ business” and how can we become interested in 
it? How did Jesus feel about the relationship between 
Himself and His Father? 


We have been thinking for the past five days about the 
kind of Father that God is. Today we want to think about 
the kind of children that the children of such a Father 
should be. You know the old motto of the days of chivalry 
—Noblesse oblige. Noble birth carried with it certain obli- 
gations which every heir acknowledged. He must scorn 
danger and show no fear in any situation; he must be un- 
failing in certain courtesies, uphold the traditions of his 
family. There are things which a child of God cannot do, 
because he zs a child of God. There are other things which 
he must not fail to do for the same reason. 

And not only are we in honor bound to do nothing which 
will dishonor our Father, but it is only as we try to fulfil 
our part of the relationship that we shall recognize the kind 
of Father that we have. The prodigal son, not only when 


he left home, but before that, while he was fretting and > . 


discontented at home, had no least understanding of his 
father’s love; it was only when, he began to be a son in 
reality, not in name, that he began to understand what he 
had been missing all his life. He never had known his 
father before, because he never had been a son before. 


“That is the great hypothesis—that is the truth 
about me and the truth to which I must cling. I 
am the son of God, revealed in Jesus Christ. What- 
ever I think or feel or do which is not consistent 
with that fact is not true; it is not I. It will lead 
powers and gain me nothing # 

—G. A. Studdert Kennedy. 


Father, help me to live in such a way that I shall not 
dishonor You! 
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OUR FATHER 


: Fisst of all, we have to realize that God is our 
: Father, caring about every single thing in our 
lives; a Father Who is able to give us everything that 
we need—help us in every trouble or difficulty; Who 
is constantly giving us things just as your father or 
mother give you things—as you will give them to your 
own boys and girls some day. What kind of boys and 
-girls will you want them to be? Strong and brave and 
friendly and clean, with eager minds and full of in- 
terest in life; not afraid to take hard knocks, but 
coming to their feet with a laugh—that is what you 
would want them to be, isn’t it? Well, that is just 
the kind of boy or girl your Father wants you to be, 
and He is just as eager to help you in every way as 
you will be to help your boys and girls by and by; 
only He has infinite power and wisdom and love, and 

_ we have so little. 

' Now we have said that prayer is opening our lives 
to God just as we open the doors and windows of our 
houses to fresh air and sunlight. But here is some- 
thing to remember. We can let in or shut out the 

_ fresh air and sunlight at will, but we cannot change 

_ them. Neither can we change God. When He comes 

_ He comes loving, not you and me alone, but all His 

children. We cannot divide Him. We cannot let in 

the part of Him that loves us and shut out the part 
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that loves other people. So, until we begin to try to 
love other people too—which is what it means to pray 
Our Father—we are not letting His power and love 
and wisdom into our lives. 

You know how it is with your radio set. You turn 
your dial to a certain wave length and you get either 
no response at all or only confused sounds. Then, 
presently, you reach the right wave length and in- 
stantly all the confusion vanishes. The music comes 
singing as clearly as if it were in the room with you, 
or some great speaker with his message seems to be 
standing right beside you. You are tuned in. 

That is a picture of the way that it is with prayer. 
As long as we try to pray but refuse to meet the con- 
ditions of prayer, it is like trying to hear over your 
radio when you are not tuned in—like trying to work 
out a problem and leaving out one of the factors. But 
when you are “ tuned in ” to God, then you will know 
it as really, although in a different way—because it 
will be a consciousness in your soul—as you know in 


the case of your radio. There will be a feeling of God 


—a lightness and happiness in your heart; everything 
will go better—work and play and hours with your 
friends. 


Now, Jesus says that the second condition of prayer 


is that we must not be selfish. We must realize that 
God is not only my Father, but our Father—the 


‘ 


Father of every other boy and girl in school or on our : 


street-—even of those that we don’t like! Did you 
ever count up the things that you were praying for, to 
see how many were for yourself and how many for 
anybody else? It is apt to be rather startling the first 


time that we do it. You see, there is an especial rea- 


: 
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son for praying for other people—because so many of — : 
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them don’t know anything at all about the help to be 
found in prayer. If you were among starving people, 
as sO many are often starving in the Orient, and knew 
where there was plenty of food, wouldn’t you hurry to 
give it to them? Well, people need God even more 
than they need bread. If they really open their lives 
to Him He will take care of the bread problem and 
every other as well. So our part is to help them to 
know God. 

Now, probably some one is thinking, But how? We 
can’t pray for everybody. Why, there isn’t time 
enough in a whole life to think about even a fraction 
of all the people in the world. 

That is very true. Nobody but God can “ think 
about ” everybody, and nobody but God knows what 

--each soul needs. But we can, every one of us, do 
something like this: every time that we pray for our- 
selves, we can pray for some one else, too. For in- 
stance, you may be going to have a test in school, some 
morning. Perhaps it is in a subject that is difficult 
for you and you dread it. So you ask your Father to 
help you—to make your mind clear and keep you 
from being nervous or worried. Now, surely you 
know some one else in your class who needs that help 
exactly as much as you do; why not pray for that 
other one at the same time that you are praying for 
yourself? You can say something like this—the 
words make no difference—it is the thought that is 
the real thing: “ And, Father, help Jean Bronson, too. 
You know how hard algebra (or history, or science, or 
anything you please) is for her. Help her, too, this 
- morning.” 

But we must remember, when we pray, that words 
are only a part of our praying. We must pray with 
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our lives as well. That means that our prayer must 
always, in some way, be interpreted into deeds. Pray- 
ing for Jean Bronson would not mean anything if you 
had an opportunity to help her anywhere and did not 
do it. The undone deed would cancel your words. 
We must pray—and then watch for ways in which we 
can do our part in answering the prayer. 

When we really pray like that and “ pray fair,” not 
asking God to do a thing for us that we can do for 
ourselves, but asking Him to give us strength to do 
our part and then to do for us what we cannot pos- 
sibly do; when we do that, and then extend that 
prayer to other people, we shall find that the prayer 
will be answered; that month by month it will be 
easier to go to Him; month by month we shall be 
more conscious of our Father’s love and eagerness to 
help in every need, whether our own or our neigh- 
bor’s; month by month we shall grow to a deeper 
realization of the meaning of the words, Our Father. 
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Our FatHer. I. Wuy Pray ror OTHers? 

Read Matt. 25:34-40; I John 4:8 and 20. 

Why must we pray for others as well as ourselves? Why 
isn’t it better to develop one’s self before trying to help 
others, even in prayer? A woman once said, “I never allow 
myself to think about the poor—it makes me too miser- 
able.” Another woman, hearing her remark, argued, “ Well, 
isn’t she right? What is the use of making yourself and 
those around you miserable over something that you can’t 
help?” Where is the flaw in the argument? Do the refer- 
ences help answer any of these questions? 


The woman’s argument sounds like a plausible one. Few 
of us have much money to give. We could easily make 
ourselves very miserable by thinking of all the suffering of 
life. And to make ourselves and those around us unhappy 
would not seem to be the way to make God’s Kingdom come 
here on earth! But there are two flaws in the argument. 
In the first place, no wrong anywhere in life was ever righted 
until somebody cared so that he had to do something about 
wt, no matter what it cost him. Slavery went when people 
cared enough to suffer for it. Yellow fever went when men 
cared enough to die, to save others from dying. Child labor 
has been partly banished and will be completely, when 
enough people care about the lives of little children. But 
none of the wrongs and sorrows ever will go till people care. 

And in the second place, to be indifferent to suffering or 
to shut one’s self from the thought of it because it isn’t 
pleasant, is to shut one’s self from God Who always suffers 
with the suffering of His children and always is working to 

help them. Do we care enough to pray about it? If not, 
let us face honestly our selfishness and its consequences. 
For until we have learned to pray our Father, the power of 
that Father cannot reach us. 


s “The way to God is by the road of men. 

is Find thy far heaven in near humanity! 

Love the unseen neighbor as thyself! Thereby 

Thou lovest Him unseen who is thy all!” 
—Edwin Arnold. 


Dear Father, help me to be a friend as I go through life. 
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Our Fatuer. II. Wuart “Our” Maans. 


Read Mark 10:35-45; Rom. 12:15. 


What do you think of the request of James and John? 
Is competition, under the right circumstances and in the 
right spirit, a good thing? If so, what would be the right 
circumstances and the right spirit? What are some of the 
differences that would be made in our lives if we really 
prayed this “ Our”? 


It takes a long time to learn to pray “Our Father” every- 
where in our lives. The disciples never learned it until after 
the death of Jesus. Although, day after day, they saw Him 
loving and giving and serving, they kept trying to get the 
better of one another. But afterwards—after they had seen 
Him give to the uttermost, they understood at last. James, 
who had tried to get Jesus’ promise that he should sit next 
Him on His throne, later called the law of love to one’s 
neighbor the royal law. John, who had been as selfish ag 
his brother, said that love was the one necessary thing and 
if one did not love, he did not know God at all. 

When, last June, the seven competitors for the National 
Oratorical Contest in Washington, had been chosen from 
the state contestants, one of the seven was a girl from a 
Washington High School. Naturally, the whole school was 
eager for her to win. But the principal of the school called 
his cheer leaders together and talked things over with them. 
As the result of that conference, telegrams were sent to the 
schools of the other six competitors. When the evening — 
came, some of the competitors from long distances had two _ 
or three friends with them while Washington’s competitor 
had thousands. But instead of the applause of his handful 
of friends, each one, at the end of his oration was greeted 
by his own school cheer from the Washington High School. 
Does this give an illustration of the way that we can “love 
our neighbors ” in school? 


“Tt is the man whose whole soul is given to good 
team work, and not the man nervously watching 
for a chance to make a brilliant individual play, 
who is needed in the game of life under the new 
rules.” —E. I. Bosworth. 


Father, help me to play for the team—not for myself, 
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Our FatHer. III. Wuom vo Pray For. 


Read Luke 10:25-37. 

We cannot, any of us, really pray for many people—how 
shall we decide whom to pray for? Does thé parable of the 
good Samaritan answer the question? In how many differ- 
ent ways did the Samaritan help the man in need? How 
many different ways can you think of, in-which Jesus 
helped His “neighbors”? Have you any “ neighbor” who 
needs your help among your schoolmates or on your street? 
What are some of the ways in which we can “love” our 
neighbors? 


Once a lawyer, wishing to confuse Jesus, asked this very 
question. To be a neighbor, in the ordinary sense of the 
word, to all the people about us, is of course, impossible. 
There are not enough hours in the day, if we did nothing 
else. Who then, of the thousands of people about your 
life, is the neighbor to whom you are to be a friend? 

Jesus’ answer is, Your neighbor is the one who needs your 
help. There is no suggestion that the Samaritan and the 
man he helped became intimate friends. They may never 
have seen each other again. But the Samaritan was a 
friend. He did everything that he could—spent time and 
money and strength and thought, to help the other out of 
his trouble. We may be very sure that the help was not 
given in any mechanical, indifferent way; the Samaritan 
was not just “doing his duty” by the man. He cared 
about helping him. And he helped to the limit of the man’s 
need and his own ability. That is what it means to love 


our neighbors. 


“The true final examination, in the thought of 
Jesus, in any education for life, has just one ques- 
tion: How much does a person really mean to you? 
Have you learned really to be a good friend? ” 

—Henry C. King. 


a Father, open my eyes and heart to see those who may 
_ need my friendship. 
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Our Faruer. IV. Is Ir Ever Ricut to Pray ror ONz’s 
Setr ALONE? 


Read Matt. 14:22-82; II Cor. 12:7-9. 


Think over your prayers. How many of them—what pro- 
portion of them—are just for yourself alone? Is there ever 
a time when it zs right to pray for one’s self alone? If so, 
when? What effect should Peter’s danger and Paul’s pain 
have had upon their relations to other people? How would 
this have been reflected in their prayers? 


There are certain times when our own danger is so great, 
our temptations so sharp, that at the moment we have to 
deal with them alone. Peter, feeling himself sinking, cried 
out only for himself at the moment; he alone was in that 
special danger. Had Peter realized the far more awful dan- 
ger he was in later, when he denied the Lord he loved so 
dearly, he would have felt that all-his heart must be con- 
centrated upon the prayer that he might not fail so terribly. 
In times of fierce temptation, we have to concentrate, for 
the moment, upon that one battle. But we should come out ~ 
of the battle with a deeper realization of the meaning of — 
“our” than ever before—realizing from our own battle 
what others are facing, and praying for their help. 

Sometimes a, life has some secret pain or sorrow. Nobody — 
knows, although there have been many guesses, what Paul’s _ 
thorn in the flesh really was; but until he got his answer — 
and found that his Lord was going to glorify it and use it, 
he prayed that it might be taken away. But from each of — 
these prayers dealing with our lives alone, we should come ~ 
with deeper consciousness of and sympathy for, the secret — 
battle and pain and need of others. After each such ex- | 
perience, the “ our” should mean more to us, not less. 


“Thou hast on earth a Trinity— 
Thyself, thy fellow-man and me: 
When one with him, then one with Thee; 
Nor, save together, Thine are we.” 


—J. B, Tabb. 


Father, give me this day something in my own life, that 
I may share with some one who needs it. ? 
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Our Fatuer. V. THe “Ovr” Tat Is Harpesr 


Read Mark 9:38; Luke &:29-30 and 9:52-64; John 4:9. 

Here, in your references, is a little group of people, each 
of whom felt far from neighborly towards some other per- 
son or groups of persons. What was the reason in each 
case? Can you discover, in each case, the real reason be- 
neath the one that was given? What was the-attitude of 
Jesus in each instance? Can you find parallel cases in life 
to-day—in your own life? If you feel bitter or unfriendly, 
how are you going to get rid of the bitterness and learn 
really to pray Our Father? 


Right here on the threshold of our prayer is one of the 
great battlefields of life. There are few of us who have 
really learned to be great “ neighbors ”—to pray Our Father 
in the way that Jesus taught it should be prayed. Some- 
times we are merely indifferent to the needs and sufferings 
of other people; sometimes we allow ourselves to be the 
slaves to prejudices and antipathies; sometimes we are ac- 
tively bitter. In each case there is the same remedy and it 
is the only one: to pray that God will take away our un- 
lovingness and teach us to love, and then to do everything 
that we can think of for those towards whom we are un- 
loving. It will be of no use to pray if, anywhere, we are 
refusing to do something for our unloved “ neighbor” that 
we know we ought to do. It may take a long time for some 
of us to learn really to pray Our Father, but if we honestly 
want to learn to love—if we even want to want to!—the 
Father Who is love will answer our longing. We do not 
have to do it alone—we could not. But we can let God 
love through us. He will use every honest effort we make, 
and step by step, as we give Him right of way, He will lead 
us into the joy of brotherhood with all His children. 


“All the doors that lead inward to the secret 
places of the Most High are doors outward—out 
of self, out of smallness, out of wrong.” 


Father, keep me from selfishness everywhere in my life. 


535 Bg 
aS ease 


72 THE ADVENTURE OF PRAYER 


Our Fatuer. VI. Wuat Jesus PRAYED FOR US. 

Read John 13:84-35; 17 :20-23. 

Did you ever realize that Jesus, in almost His last words 
before He was arrested, prayed for you? Read very 
thoughtfully, several times, these four verses. What did 
Jesus ask of His Father for you? What did He think the 
most important thing in life for you? What was His glory 
—the glory that He wanted us to share? 


Clearly in the mind of Jesus, it is utterly impossible for 
anyone to be friends with God who is not friends with 
God’s other children. In these last hours of His earthly 
life He asked two things for us—that all those who loved 
and tried to follow Him might be like one great family, 
helping one another in difficulties, rejoicing in each other’s 
joys, sympathizing in sorrow, working together for God’s 
Kingdom. He knew that only by such loving could the 
world understand the love of God and want it for them- 
selves. And He prayed that His glory might be ours. The 
great glory of Jesus was His relation with His Father. That 
was what made Him all that He was. When a little boy 
was asked if he knew Jesus replied, “No, but I know a 
friend of His,” he had caught a glimpse of that glory in a 
human life. And that is the glory that Jesus prayed for 
for each one of us. 


“Oh, what if the one we have failed to uphold 

By the prayers we did not pray, 

Should fall in defeat at the battle’s front 
Or falter along life’s way? 

Do you think that the fault would be wholly theirs 
If, weary and sick at heart, 

They failed to render some service true 
When we did not do our part?” 

—Lillian M. Weeks. 


Father, help me to answer Jesus Christ’s prayer for me. 


VII 
HALLOWED BE THY NAME 


OW, after we have realized that God is our 
Father, caring about every least thing in our 
lives—caring about our studies and our athletics and 
our friends, our good times and our hard times, eager 
to help us in every way that we will let Him, to have 
strong and joyous and worthwhile lives; and after we 
have begun to realize that He isn’t my Father alone, 
but our Father, wanting every other boy and girl to 
have a fair chance at life—after all this, what does 
Jesus say is the first thing to pray for? That God’s 
name should be hallowed. 

We have said the words hundreds of times, but how 
much do they really mean to us? Do they really 
mean anything at all? If they do not, then we are not 
praying; for merely saying words, without our hearts 
or lives behind them is not praying. Maybe you have 
thought that it meant that we should not swear. And 
maybe, if you thought that it meant only that, you 
have wondered sometimes why Jesus put that the first 
of all. Of course, using God’s name lightly and care- 
lessly is a terrible thing to do, as we realize when we 
stop to think who He is; but still if we are honest in 
our thinking, we have probably thought to ourselves 
that it isn’t so terrible as murder, for instance. 

But it means something infinitely greater than not 
swearing. Jesus is telling His disciples, remember, 
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how to keep their lives open to God—how to keep a 
conscious friendship with Him. And He says that the 
first thing of all is that we shall put the honor of 
God first in our lives. 

It is like this. There is our flag. It is a beautiful 
thing—but there are many other things in the shops 
and in our homes quite as beautiful and far more ex- 
pensive. Yet there is nothing, anywhere in America, 
that we are as careful about as we are about our flag. 
We are not allowed to injure or disfigure it in any way. 
When the flag is lowered it is not allowed to touch the 
ground. If any one in a foreign country tears down 
or shoots at America’s flag, that country must answer 
to America for the insult. 

Why? Because the flag is so valuable? No— 
because it is the symbol of America. It stands for 
the life and spirit of America—for all the men and 
women who have given their lives for her, for all those 
who love her and live under her protection to-day— 
for all our hopes and dreams for her prosperity and 
power and influence. Now, every true citizen puts 
the honor of that flag before his own honor—Amer- 
ica’s safety before his own safety; he stands ready, 
if need be, to lay down his life for his flag and his 
country. 

Now, that is what Jesus means when He tells us 
that we must pray that God’s honor may be first in 
our lives—that we may never do anything to dishonor 
Him. That means, certainly, being reverent in the 


use of His name. But it also means much more. We 


dishonor Him when we fail to be good sports—when 


we are not square, whether in work or in play. We > 


dishonor Him when we let our tempers run away with 


us or when we say mean things about others. Any- . 
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_ lukewarm about them then! They are proud to work 
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thing that makes people say, “I don’t think much of 
Christianity if he’s a sample—why, he’s a rotter;” or, 
“T don’t want anything to do with her God—she says 
the cattiest things of anybody I know.” Do you see 
how we are dishonoring God? Quite as much as when 
we use His name irreverently. 

But let us go back to the flag for a moment. It 
would be difficult to find anyone in America who 
would openly insult the flag, but there is another kind 
of person whom, unfortunately, it is not at all difficult 
to find, and that is the one who pays no attention to 
it. They fly no flag on the national holidays; they 
disregard it when it passes in a parade; there are even 
people who have to be reminded to stand when “ The 
Star-Spangled Banner ” is played. When we see peo- 
ple like that, we are very sure of one thing—that 
they are not enthusiastic and whole-souled patriots. 
They have caught no vision of the thing that the flag 
and the anthem symbolize; they have no great dreams 
for America; they will not be found with the peo- 
ple who do love her and dream for her and work 
for her. They are dishonoring flag and country not, 
perhaps, by open insult, but by their indifference and 
negligence. 

And that is the way that thousands of people dis- 
honor God—not by open insult, but simply by disre- 
garding Him entirely—keeping their lives closed to 
His influence—their hearts barred to His love. And 
other people seeing them, say, “ Well, so-and-so seems 
to get along without God, and he’s a pretty good fel- 


3 low. I don’t see why I need bother about Him.” 


Compare that attitude with the eager loyalty with 
which people follow a great leader. There is nothing 
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for him, eager to sacrifice for him, count it an honor 
if he trusts them with a difficult task. 

So when Jesus tells us to pray first of all that we 
may honor God everywhere in our lives, He is telling 
us to pray that we may have for Him a clear, clean, 
unflinching loyalty that cares for His honor first of all. 
For unless we have this, our hearts and lives cannot 
be open to all that He is longing to give us. A disloyal 
American is not an American at all in the true mean- 
ing of the term. And a disloyal Christian—one who 
does not put God’s honor first—is not really a Chris- 
tian at all. 

And because this is hard to do sometimes—because, 
with every new step in life we shall have new oppor- 
tunities of honoring or dishonoring God, Jesus tells 
us to pray constantly that we may always and every- 
where be true to Him and put His honor before every- 
thing else in our lives. 
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Hattowep Be Tuy Name. I. Gon’s Honor First 
Read Amos 5:8; Isa. 65:8; Matt. 22:34-S8; John 17:6. 
With the Hebrews, the word “name” stands for the 

eharacter—all that one is. That is what Jesus means in His 
great prayer, where He tells His Father that He has mani- 
fested His name. How had He done that? And why is it 
so important to put God’s honor first? In what ways can 
we do it? And how do you think that we most often fail 
to do it? 


Psychologists tell us that we cannot be greater than our 
admirations. Perhaps there is no more accurate way of 
measuring people than by their admirations and their loy- 
alties. Nobody ever was heroic who did not, in his heart, 
love courage and hate cowardice. Nobody ever is honest 
who does not believe in honesty, nor loyal who does not 
believe in loyalty. If a boy chooses friends of fine ideals 
and standards, you can be pretty sure that he is at least 
struggling towards those ideals and standards himself; if he 
goes all the time with boys and girls of cheap standards and 
low ideals, it is because, in reality, he prefers the low 
standards. 

Both Old and New Testaments insist that God must be 
put first in our lives. Why? For His sake? No. He has 
all the hosts of heaven to do His will. For our sakes. Be- 
cause only by seeking the very highest with our love and 
loyalty can we ever reach the highest achievements in char- 
acter and in life. God first. There is no other way. 


“Tt is all very well to lock up your religion in 
your heart and say, ‘If there is anything in it, peo- 
ple will find it out.’ If you keep it locked up long 
there will not be much for anybody to find out.” 

—Samuel W. Chadwick. 


Dear Father, never let me be content with anything less 
than the highest that I can see. 
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Hattowep Bn Tuy Name. II. Loyaury 


Read Dan. 6:1-10; Acts 4:18-20. 

Why would it not have been right for Daniel, knowing 
the plot that was formed against him, to pray silently, 
without kneeling? How might he have argued about it? 
What would have been the effect upon that heathen court, 
if Daniel had counted his life of more importance than the 
honor of his God? Don’t you think that the attitude of 
Peter and John might have endangered the lives of others? 
Where, to-day. do you think it the hardest to put God's 
honor first? 


We are not loyal to our country if we put our interests 
first and our country’s second. We are not loyal to school 
or college unless we put their honor before our own per- 
sonal interests and pleasures. 

Not long ago the newspapers were. full of the heroism of 
a fourteen-year-old girl in a lighthouse in England, who for 
three days, kept the light burning alone while her parents, 
who had gone to the mainland for supplies, were kept away 
by a tempest. Shall we be less loyal to our God than that 
girl to her trust? Indifferent or occasional ocknowledge- 
ment of Him will never make others realize His glory and 
His love. Nothing but splendid, whole-hearted, heroie loy- 
alty on the part of those who wear His name, can win 
others to His cause. Ds 


“«Where are you going, Great-Heart?’? 
‘To cleanse the earth of noisome things, 
To draw from life the poison stings, 
To give free play to Freedom’s wings.’ 
“Then God go with you, Great-Heart.’ ” 


“¢ Where are you going, Great-Heart?’ 
‘To lift To-day above the past, 
To make To-morrow sure and fast, 
To nail God’s colors to the mast.’ 
‘Then God go with you, Great-Heart.’ ” 


—John Oxenham. 


Father, help me to be as loyal to You as I am to my 
country. 
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Hattowep Bs Tuy Name. III. Tue Sunpay Question 


Read Ex. 20:7-10; Luke 6:1-11. 


Jesus broke many of the old customs in regard to the 
keeping of the Sabbath—that was one of the reasons that 
the Pharisees so hated Him. To-day we see many of our 
old Sabbath customs going—or gone. Is there any parallel 
in the two cases? How did Jesus use the Sabbath? What 
kind of customs did He break? “Church” must often 
have been hard for Him to go to—even the most brilliant 
preacher could have said nothing that He Himself did not 
already know. Why did He go regularly “as His custom 
was”? What was the principle underlying all His use of 
the day? How do you think that the Sabbath should be 
kept to-day in order to honor God? 


Here are some great questions for the young people of 
to-day to answer. They have a tremendous responsibility 
to face. Whether they will or not, they cannot shirk it. 
-Old customs are changing—old ideals are vanishing. And, 
as always, the changes are coming the most rapidly among 
young people. 

Now it is a good thing to break with old customs—if we 
can put better ones in their places! Jesus broke many of 
the old Sabbath laws—what did he substitute for them? 
When He said that the Sabbath was made for man, what 
did He mean? If you disapprove of old ways of keeping 

- the Sabbath, what new ways can you think out that will be 
more for the honor of God? These are questions that you 
must answer for your own sake, for the sake of the boys 
and girls who will belong to you in a few years—for the 
sake of America and the world. 


“The Sabbath ought so to be spent as to bring 
one to Monday morning with a clearer, happier 
sense of God and of sympathy with other men.” 

—E. I. Bosworth. 


_ Father, show me how to use my Sundays. 
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Hattowrep Be Tuy Name. IV. Tue Fatuer’s Son 


Read Acts 4:13; II Tim. 4:10; I Cor. 10:31. 


What did Demas put before God and His honor? Upon 
the other hand, how did Peter and John put God’s honor 
first? How many different ways can you think of in which 
God’s honor may be put first? Think over your day as you 
usually spend it. How could God be honored all through 
it? How can God be honored in eating and drinking? 
How through our minds and physical strength? 


One of the first descriptions of Jesus is that beautiful 
one of His boyhood—And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature (mentally and physically) and in favor with God 
and man (spiritually and socially). All through the quiet 
years in Nazareth He was growing in these ways and all 
through the crowded years of His public ministry we find 
Him using that fourfold development. Every part of His 
life and every moment of His time is spent in honoring 


God with all His heart and mind and soul and ‘strength. He — 
heals and preaches and teaches for God’s honor; He prays — 
—all night, sometimes—for His Father’s honor; and He © 
spends days with His Bethany friends for the same honor. — 
There is no division in His life into secular and sacred; so 


there should be no division in ours. Working, playing, — i 


studying, resting, the great purpose of the child of God 
should be that his Father may be honored in everything 
that He does, 


“The yokes He made were true. 

‘Because the Man who dreamed 

Was too 

An artisan, 

The burdens that the oxen drew 

Were light. 

At night 

He lay upon His bed and knew 

No beast of His stood chafing in a stall 

Made restless by a needless gall.” 
—Gladys Latchaw. 


Father, keep me from dividing my life into secular and - 


sacred, 


. 
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Hattowep Be Tuy Name. V. Tue Curist-Onzs 


Read I Cor. 13:1-8; 16:23; Acts 11:26. 


In every nation in the world, men and women of fine 
family and fine breeding are supposed to show their dis- 
tinction by their manners. What do you think should be 
the characteristic of those who belong to the family of God? 
Which of the characteristics that Paul names seems to you 
the most important? Is there any that seems to you un- 
important? Many people judge God only by His professed 
followers. You remember that some one said, that there are 
five gospels—the gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John and the gospel according to you. What kind of 
a God will people watching your life believe your God 
to be? 


Loyalty to God makes a deeper demand than any other 
loyalty of our lives. A man might be a sincere patriot, 
willing to sacrifice money or ease or life itself for his coun- 
try, yet he might be harsh and unloving or even brutal in 
his treatment of others. Such cases have been. A man 
might be absolutely loyal to his friends or his family, and 
yet be so hot-tempered that it would be difficult to live 
with him. But nobody can be loyal to God, put His name 
first, make Him glorious to other people, wnless he is try- 
ing to become like Jesus Christ. All Paul’s letters but one, 
end with the beautiful wish, The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. It is hard to define that word grace. 
It means courtesy, winsomeness, the kind of character that 
attracts people. When, in Antioch, the disciples first began 
to be called Christians, even although the name may have 
been bestowed in ridicule, as some think, it was because’ 
they reminded people of Jesus. The supreme test of our 
Christianity is that by our manners, our standards and 
ideals, our character, we shall remind people of Jesus Christ. 

“Oh Lord, may I be able to-day to remember often who 
my Father 1s and to be true to the traditions of the family 
to which I belong.” 
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Hattowep Be Toy Namz. VI. How, Can Wea INCREASE 
Our REVERENCE? 


Read Ps. 18:25-26; 46:10; Matt. 6:8. 


How can we increase our reverence in our thought and 
our lives? What is the danger in rushing into prayer before 
we have realized that we are in the presence of God? 
What is the meaning of the psychological law stated by the 
psalmist? An old writer told his son to “ Think magnifi- 
cently ” of God. What did he mean by that and what is 
its bearing upon the question of prayer? 


If reverence for God is, as Jesus taught, the foundation 
of prayer, then there can be no more important question 
than this of to-day’s study—How can we increase our rev- 
erence? Perhaps if we put the question in another form 
we may be able to get hold of it a little more clearly. No 
one who realizes, even in the least degree, the power and 
holiness and love of God, can fail to reverence Him. Tha 
question then becomes, How can we learn to realize God? 
The references are guide posts, pointing the way. In the 
first place, realizing God is a matter of our whole lives. 
The impure heart will never see Him so long as it clings 
to its impurity. So long as it refuses to give up its sin, all 
the world will seem like itself; even God will seem unjust, 
unfair, unloving. If you look through a piece of colored 


glass, everything that you look at loses its true color and 


takes on the color of the glass; that is the way that sin— 
any sin that we refuse to give up, makes us see God and all 
life in a false light. 


Then follow the direction of the old writer and “think — 


magnificently” of God. See how far you can send your 


thought out into His greatness—His holiness—His love. — 
Keep on doing it, day after day, as part of your praying. 4 
If you will persevere, God will make Himself known to — 
you; and having caught even a single glance of His glory | 


and His love, your heart will follow Him. 


“The great secret of all living is the persistent 
staying in the presence of the best—the great facts — 
—the great truths—the great personalities—the one 
great Person, Christ.” —Henry C. King. 


Father, teach me to think magnificently of You! 


Vill 
THY KINGDOM COME 


op SINE of those disciples listening so eagerly 
while Jesus told them the way really to pray— 
what real prayer means. Back in their minds were 
the kind of wishes that you and I have in our 
minds. They wanted to be successful and pros- 
perous and popular—to hold positions that other 
people would envy. I do not doubt that they 
wanted to be like Jesus, too. They would have 
liked to attract people as He did—to be as abso- 
lutely fearless—to be able to command any situ- 
ation; but they wanted these other things at the 
same time. We know that they did, because 
again and again we see them trying to get these 
things. 
So perhaps, when Jesus told them that God’s honor 
must stand first in their lives, they thought to them- 
selves, “ Yes, we understand that. Of course God 


“must come first. We must be careful of His honor 


everywhere. But now, surely, we can ask for some 


_ of the things that we want for ourselves. What comes 
next, Master? ” 


“ The next thing,” Jesus answered—and there must 


. have been a deep light in His eyes as He said it, for 
it was His great dream—the thing that He had come 


by} 
Vs 


~" 


Kingdom may come.” 


to earth for—“ the next thing is to pray that God’s 
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Perhaps right here somebody exclaims impatiently, 
“Oh, missions!” 

Yes, certainly it means missions. But they are only 
a part of it. And just now, we are not going to speak 
of that part. We are going to begin with something 
nearer home. 

In the first place, what does God’s Kingdom really 
include? Everything. It includes the farthest star 
that science has yet discovered and all the infinitesi- 
mal planets that are whirling, each in its own orbit, in 
the head of a pin. His Kingdom includes all the life 
that fills the sea and all the little winged creatures 
that fill the air. To explore, with all the knowledge 
and instruments that we have to-day, His Kingdom 
and the laws that govern it is more thrilling than any- 
thing old explorers ever dreamed of. And everywhere 
in God’s creation His laws are obeyed except in the 
heart of man. We alone are left free to obey or not — 
to obey. God is always loving us, always calling us _ 
to the great friendship with Him, but He never forces — 
us. He wants men, not slaves. : 

Then here, in men’s realm, what does God’s King- — 
dom include? Again, everything. All science, all the _ 
professions, all business, agriculture, transportation, — 
commerce—homes, churches, schools, athletic fields, — 
theatres, moving pictures, radios, everything. They — 
all, of right, belong to God’s Kingdom. Jesus came ~ 
to make them all wholly loyal to God. Not many } 
of them really are, yet; it is only as we look back — 
over history that we see how, slowly, yet surely, the © 
truth of Jesus is conquering one evil after another; — 
how, for instance, it has almost banished slavery 
from the world—how it has changed English law 
so that, to-day, only the greatest social crimes are 
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punishable by death instead of the hundred death 
penalties that there were a century ago; how, slowly 
but surely, little children are being rescued from 
exploitation. 

Now, think for yourself what some of these parts 
of God’s Kingdom would be like if they put God’s 
honor first. What would school be like, if the honor 
of God was its great purpose beneath all its work and 
play? Can you think what class-room and laboratory 
work would be like if both teachers and pupils were 
working eagerly to discover and understand God’s 
laws in order that they might work in partnership 
with God? Do you think that your athletics would 
be more or less exciting if every boy or girl who was 
on a team and all the others who were “ only spec- 
tators,” but spectators with the power to encourage or 


- discourage—if every one of them had for his great 


purpose that no team or school was to beat them in 
Sportsmanship? 

But perhaps somebody is thinking, ‘‘ Yes, but how 
can we know what God would want? Sometimes it’s 
easy to know, but sometimes it isn’t. People think so 
differently about things.” 

Well, there is one pretty sure test. It is this: In a 
few years your boys and girls are going to stand 
where you are standing to-day. They will be reciting 
in your class-rooms, battling for victory in your 
stadium, being initiated into your fraternities and 
sororities. Are the standards and ideals exactly what 


_ you will want your boys and girls to face some day? 
_ Or are there things that you will want different when 
_ they come along? If there are things that should be 
_ different, you must make them so—nobody else. The 
school board cannot create morale by any law—only 
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you can do it. What kind of a school are you build- 
ing for the boys and girls of the future? 

And what kind of homes? Because you are begin- 
ning to build those homes now. Do you want your 
little daughter some day to think her father the finest 
man in all the world? Do you girls want your boy, 
deep down in his heart—to be hoping that some day 
he may meet a girl as lovely as his mother? If you 
do, then you must begin working, thinking, living for 
that now. 

What kind of a city do you want your boys and 
girls to grow up in? A place of splendid civic ideals? 
A place where there are many people who love the 
best in beauty and in character? A city that is trying 
to help all its citizens to have a fair chance in life? 
Or one that boasts of its greatness in terms of dollars — 
and cents? It will not be very many years before the ~ 
city will be in your hands. It isn’t a bit too soon to © 
be thinking about it to-day. 

And we must plan if we are going to accomplish 
anything worth while. No success ever comes by 
haphazard or desultory thinking. “The Kingdom of 
heaven,” Jesus said, “ is within you.” Of course. An 
architect has to see his plans in his mind before he 
can put them on paper. A business man works out 
his policies in his mind, determines them with his — 
will, before he begins to work with his employees. A 
scientist plans his experiment in his mind before he 
begins work in his laboratory. And that part of God’s — 
Kingdom which is here on earth can be made as He 
would have it be in no other way. We have to think 
and plan and will and work and pray to make His 
Kingdom come. It never will come by chance. : 

It is going to be good, hard work—be very sure of - 
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that. To “play the game” in life needs all the skill 
of body and mind and spirit that we possess. But 
nobody who has truly enlisted—truly enlisted, with 
the stedfast setting of his will to it—in this great bat- 
tle of making God’s Kingdom come in business, in 
pleasure, in home and church, trying to make life in 
each place the finest and happiest and most courageous 
thing that we can think it to be, is ever going to find 
life dull or uninteresting. He will find it ard again 
and again, but he will find it glorious. And as he goes 
on, he will become more and more conscious that he is 
not working alone—that a great Power is working 
with him and around him and beyond him, making 
things “ work together ” in marvelous ways, teaching 
him that there is no such word as “ impossible,” for 
God or for anyone working with God. 
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Tue Kinapom. I. In Business 

Read Mark 6:3; II Tim. 2:15; Zech. 14:20-21. 

What would have been the characteristics of Jesus’ car- 
penter shop and His work? What would be the character- 
istics of a business to-day that was carried on first of all 
for the glory of God? What would be the difference be- 
tween a business that put God’s honor first and one that 
aimed to be the best of its kind in methods but had no 
thought of God’s honor? 


Twenty-five hundred years ago a prophet had a vision of 
@ nation whose every business should be carried on for the 
glory of God. Holiness to the Lord, he cried, should be 
written upon the bells of the harness—upon the pots and 
the kettles. That would mean in to-day’s language that 
food should be cooked, whether in homes or school kitchens, 
in restaurants or factories—as service to God; that men 
should buy and sell, build bridges and sky-scrapers, teach 
and heal and plead in courts, all as service to God. Does 
it seem impossible? It zs impossible except to eager loyalty 
—nothing is impossible to that. Uncounted times in his- 
tory, people have done “ impossible” things when they have 
had love enough or faith enough. Do you remember the 
story of Gen. Armstrong at a conference where a plan had 
been suggested which some one declared impossible? Gen. 
Armstrong sprang to his feet, his eyes blazing and ex- 
claimed, “Impossible! What are Christians in the world — 
for, except to do the impossible in the name of God!” 

A father once said of his son, a high school cadet, “ Tom 
thinks so much of his captain that he would count it an 
honor to have him ‘ walk on him.’” 

When, anywhere, in home—school—business—we are as 
loyal to Jesus Christ as to our human leaders, then the 
Kingdom of God will begin, to come in that place. 

“ Daily life is God’s wonderful invention for the 
development of character. The peril of daily life 
is, that it will come to seem so cheap and common- 
place that its high opportunities and threatening 
perils will be no longer noticed.” 

—E. I. Bosworth. 


Almighty Father, help me to believe that there need be 


no “impossible” for anyone working with You. 
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Tue Kryopom. IJ. Tue Kinapom IN THE CoMMUNITY 


Read Rev. 21. 


Some day most of you will have homes with boys and 
girls of your own. What kind of a town or city or country- 
side would you want your boys and girls to grow up in? 
What is the duty of a Christian in regard to voting? If 
there are things that ought to be changed in your com- 
munity, how do you think these changes could be brought 
about? 


From the beginning of history, men have built cities. 
Again and again they have tried to build ideal towns or 
communities. Most of them have been failures; or, if the 
community has endured, its ideals have been changed. 
Human selfishness always has destroyed them in one way 
or another. 

But John, in his vision of the Holy City—the capitol of 
God’s Kingdom in the Unseen Country—sees the city that 
the heart of man has always dreamed about; no pain or 
grief or tears; “no night there”—not the night of soft 
darkness and stars, but the night of fears and ignorance and 
pain. What is the secret of this shining city of John’s 
vision? “The glory of God did lighten it and the Lamb 
is the light thereof.” And wherever in life—in home or 
community—the glory of God is the supreme purpose, there 
we catch a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. 


“Our Friend, our Brother and our Lord, 
What may thy service be? 
Nor name, nor form, nor ritual word, 
But simply following thee.” 
—Whittier. 


“We pray thee, heavenly Father, to bless the girl life 
growing up in our midst! Make our sisters and daughters 
and girl friends pure as the mountain dews as they sparkle 
in the rays of the morning sun! May they lift our ideals, 
purify our hearts and gladden our homes that we may co- 
operate with them in raising the hopes and possibilities of 
the coming age.” 

—F, B, Meyer. 
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Tur Kincpom. III. In Our ScHoois 


. Read Deut. 6:4-138. 


Think to-day of the coming of God’s Kingdom into your 
school and social life. The Israelite was commanded to 
bind the Law upon his forehead and his hand and write it 
upon his doorposts, so that wherever he went, whatever he 
did, he should remember his allegiance to his God. When- 
ever he put out his hand—to do a piece of work—to pay 
for a purchase—there was the reminder of his God. When 
he entered a house, he was reminded of his God before he 
faced his neighbor. Suppose that everything in your school 
was done for the glory of God—what would be the effect 
upon its work—athletics—social doings? You ought to 
have good times; Jesus used to go to companies whenever 
He was asked. Would you like to see Him at your parties? 
If not, what is to be done about it? 


Every boy or girl who is worth his salt, dreams of the 
time when he can do a real piece of work in the world. 
Sometimes the dream is a purely selfish one; a girl dreams : 
of being a great singer because of the fame that it will : 
bring her; a boy plans to make a lot of money in order to 
build a fine house and buy expensive cars. But there are 
thousands of young people who dream of real things—who 
want to make their lives count in the battle against wrong 
and greed and for right and justice. 

How many of you realize that right now, in school and 
college, one of the greatest opportunities of life is put into 
your hands? In all life, with the exception of a great home, 
there is nothing so great as a great school. And no school 
can be greater than the spirit—the standards and ideals— 
of pupils. What are you doing to make your school 
great 


f 
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“The one business of Christianity is that we 
proceed upon it.” 


Father, help me to make Your Kingdom come in the 
standards and ideals of my school. 3 
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Tue Kinepom. IV. PLannine ror tHe Kincqpom 


Read Isa. 1:3; I Pet. 1:13; Phil. 4:8. 


Read Isa. 1:11-17 and see if you can translate it into 
terms of to-day. “Temple-treaders” in Isaiah’s day was 
the equivalent of church-goers in our day. What did God 
say was the trouble with the nation—the reason that He 
could not grant their prayérs? Can you think of anything 
real and enduring that ever was accomplished by chance? 
What bearing has this question upon the coming of God’s 
Kingdom? How can we love God with our minds? 


“My people do not ”—what, according to the prophet’s 
charge? Do not go to church? Oh no—they were great 
“temple-treaders ”—they crowded the temple courts. Do 
not give? They heaped the altars with offerings. Do not 
pray? They prayed constantly—‘ many prayers.’ What 
more could God ask of them? But the prophet said that all 
the church going and the giving and the praying did not 
count because of the great things that they were leaving 
undone. The land was full of injustice—the poor had no 
chance—the rights of children were ignored—greed and 
crime were everywhere; and “my people doth not consider.” 

To consider, as those of you who are studying Latin 
know, means to sit down with a thing and think it through. 
The way that you sit down with a problem in mathe- 
matics or physics and dig at it until you get it. That, God 
says, is what His people are to do about the evils that are 
everywhere—the wrongs and injustice in business and in 
politics and in society. Until God’s people really think 
about these things and how they can do their part. how- 
ever small, to banish the evil, God’s Kingdom cannot come. 


“Nowhere in the Bible do you find that God 
ever offered any biessings to a man who would 
not think.” 

—Harris E. Kirk, 


Father, help me to use my mind honestly. 
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Tue Kinepom. V. THE Wor.LD 


Read Acts 10:1-35; John 3:16. 

How wide shall the interests of a real Christian be? Is 
there any particular race towards which you have an antip- 
athy? How can we conquer the antipathy if we have it? 
How large was God’s Kingdom to Peter—to Paul—to Jesus? 
How large is it to you? 


That experience that came to Peter in Joppa and Caes- 
area was like an earthquake, shaking down prison walls and 
giving him the freedom of the whole world. Until then, he 
had thought of God’s Kingdom as being about 140x 70 
miles. Suddenly he discovered that it was as large as the 
world itself. He didn’t like the discovery at first. He 
would have preferred a very exclusive kingdom for the 
Jews alone. But Peter in the book of the Acts is a very 
different man from the Peter of the gospels. He has caught 
his Master’s spirit and walks the streets of Jerusalem with 
gleams of that Master’s glory about him. People see it in 
his fearless eyes, hear it in his voice. At once, as soon as 
he understands, he becomes a citizen of the world, eager to 
conquer it for his Master. We could not possibly look 
down on any race more than the Jews looked down on 
everyone who was not a Jew. Peter—this new Peter— 
suddenly discovers that all these people whom he has been 
looking down upon all his life, are his Father’s children 


exactly as much as he is! He is eager to tell them of that_ 
great Brother of Whom they have not heard. Are we as 


eager? Or is there any race from which we shrink? If you 
are feeling that way about any person or race, can you 
pray Our Father? 

“Every Christian must take his share in the 
world’s program of Christ. His personal spiritual 
development is bound up in it. ... Which phase 
of the vast undertaking he shall be directly in touch 
with, is a matter to be decided by inward obedi- 
ence and outward providences. But the solemn 
fact is, that every believer must have his share, in 
some form, in the evangelization of the world.” 

—John Douglas Adam. 


Father, help me to realize my relation to all Your other 4 


children of all peoples and races. 
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THE Kinepom. VI. Tue Guiory or THs Kinqpom 


Read John 17 :20-28. 

Read, very thoughtfully, Jesus’ prayer for you. He 
counted upon you, that night before He went to the cross. 
What are the things that He asked of God for you? What 
kind of “ glory ” was Jesus praying for here? What did He 
mean when He prayed that we all might be one? How 
far, if at all, should we try to be “one” in education and 
forms of worship? Think this over very carefully. 


Have you thought of the “glory” that Jesus wanted His 
friends to see and to share as a kind of shining light about 
Him like that that they saw at His transfiguration? If you 
have thought that, read verse 10—“I am glorified in them.” 
How do we glorify the lives of one another here on earth? 
What, for instance, is the “glory ” of a great business man? 
Ts it the money he is making? But money in itself, cannot 
give glory. Sometimes it means disgrace. Is not the real 
“glory” of any business, or of the man at the head of it, 
the loyalty of his employees and the friendship of those 
whom his business has served and the ideals for which it 
stands? What is the “glory” of a great general—the actual 
territory he may have won, or the devotion of his soldiers 
and the “impossible” things they accomplished through 
their devotion? What—think this out for yourself—is the 
greatest “glory ” of a father or mother? Do you see? The 
glory of Jesus Christ was His oneness with His Father and 
the oneness of all His friends, clear down the ages, with 
Him; oneness in love and ideals and purpose. Are we liv- 
ing so as to be a part. of the “glory” of Jesus? Until we 
are, we are not even beginning to do our part in making 
God’s Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 


“That which in reality most defines your life, is 
not its possessions or its acquisitions, but its de- 
sires, its expectations, its imaginations, its visions.” 
Think this over carefully. Are your desires, your 
imaginations, your visions great enough to make 
your life a rich and growing one? There is only 
One Who can make it so. 

Lord Jesus, help ‘me to realize that You are counting 
upon me to-day. 


IX 
THY WILL BE DONE 


I WONDER what you think that God’s will is like! 

A girl once said that she used to pray “ Thy will 
be done ” with her teeth set and her hands clenched 
because she was sure that it would mean something 
that she hated the very thought of! Do you feel like 
that? Do you think it means that God would take 
all the good times out of your life? If there is any- 
thing that you specially love, that would be the very 
thing that He would take away from you? 

Nothing could possibly be more untrue. If you feel 
like that you must go back to the beginning of your 
prayer and think of God as your Father until you 
realize how you are wronging Him. Would you treat 
a child of yours like that—trying to make life hard 
for him—snatching away anything that he particularly 
cared for? You couldn’t imagine it, could you? Jesus 
said once, “If you, who know so little about loving, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, don’t 
you understand how much more eager your Father in _ 
heaven is to give good gifts to those who ask Him? ” 

Suppose that you stop and think for a little what _ 
God’s will has been for you, up to now. Make a list — 
of the things that you love best in life—your homes — 
and families and friends, your athletics and favorite — 
studies, your radio or camera, your health, the good 
times you have in your camping or summer trips, your 
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joy in beauty or music or out of doors—these are just 
a few of the commonest things. Who gave them to 
you? Why, God, of course. He filled the world with 
beauty and exhaustless interests; He gave you homes 
and friends and health and eager minds. He planned 
more and more joys for you all the way along. 

How would you feel if you had loved some one— 
some child perhaps—very much; had given and given 
him things—and yet he never looked at you without 
terror in his eyes for fear that you were going to hurt 
him or take away some of his treasures? Yet that is 
the way that people sometimes think of God—the God 
Who is constantly trying to give us more than we will 
take. Think of some of the men that the Bible tells 
about and see how much greater God’s plan for their 
lives was than their own plans. Take Joseph, for in- 
stance. The boy was ambitious—his dreams show 
that. And his father wanted him to have the best of 
all his boys. The best, as Jacob saw it, was the lead- 
ership of the clan—and there were ten brothers ahead 
of him! It just wasn’t possible, that was all. But 
what was God’s plan for Joseph? That he should be 
the real ruler of the greatest nation of his day—that 
he should save the whole world, as the world was then - 
known, from starvation. In other words, that he 
should be, not the head of a single family, but the 
greatest man in the world of his day. Was there any 


| comparison between Jacob’s plan for that boy and 


God’s? Who, seeing the end as God saw it, would 
not willingly have paid the price for it? 
Or take Jesus’ own disciples. Take Matthew, for 


instance. Matthew was well off. Tax collecting was 


“a profitable business in those days. But one day 
Matthew met a young Carpenter who talked as he 


é 


96 THE ADVENTURE OF PRAYER 


had never heard any one talk before. He made life 
so great—so wonderful! And when, one day, that 
Carpenter looked at him and said, “I want you. I 
want your help in my work,” Matthew left his money- 
making and went with his Friend. 

Strange days followed for Matthew. He, who had 
been used to money, sent out without a cent, depend- 
ent upon the hospitality of strangers in the villages he 
visited! Yes, but that was only part of it. Those 
hands, that had handled money only, began to give 
health that money could not buy. Laid upon insane 
people, the disordered minds cleared. And later, when 
his great Friend was gone, Matthew wrote a little 
book about Him, which nineteen hundred years after, 
was being read and studied and loved in lands that he 
never knew existed. That had been God’s plan for 
Matthew. 

Does this mean that God’s plan always is that we 
shall do some great work? No, not always. He 
needs thousands of workers for small tasks to one for 
a great one. But it does mean that His will always 
is that we shall live greatly—that our lives shall have — 
love and adventure and power and joy that we never 
can reach any other way. Instead of being afraid of — 
God’s will for our lives our fear should be that, be-~ 
cause we are careless about it, we may never learn Z 
what His will for us is, and so go on living small and 
empty lives instead of ‘the rich and eager and worth- 
while ones He has planned for us. 

Of course this doesn’t mean that God is alvayal 
going to make everything easy for us—give us 
rocking-chair lives! Nobody who is worth his salt 
wants that kind of life, anyway. And certainly | 
nobody who makes a success of life anywhere, in any 


natant at hess. 
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business or science or art, expects to do so without 
plenty of hard times to test his mettle. A great 
teacher once said to a young singer, “ You have a 
wonderful voice. If you could have two years of 
pubbering I could make you the greatest contralto in 
Europe.” 

But she could not get into her voice the quality that 
would sweep the hearts of her audiences until she 
had suffered. 

If life itself demands that the men and women to 
whom it gives great gifts should prove their calibre, 
would you expect God to do less? He will send tests 
—but He will also give the strength to conquer. And 
the things that He will give if we stand the tests are 
far greater than our greatest dreams. Do you re- 
member the young medical student who, one day, 
went into one of Mr. Moody’s meetings in London 


- and there heard the call of God that led him to all the 


toil and suffering and adventure and joy of those 
years in Labrador? And do you remember what he 
said about it one day: “It’s all been such jolly good 
fun”? Be very sure that no plan we ever could 
make for our lives by ourselves will hold anything to 
compare with the joy contained in God’s plan for us. 

Right here, perhaps, someone is asking a question. 
It is a very important question—one of the most im- 
portant in all life. “ But how can we know what 
God’s will is?’ And perhaps somebody else adds, 
“T’ve asked and asked, but I don’t get any answer.” 

Well, you are right to ask. Never stop asking till 


: _ the answer comes. But asking alone is not enough. 
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~ Once, when people were perplexed over some things 
_ that Jesus said, He told them that there was only one 
way that ‘they could understand—“ He that willeth 
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to do my will, he shall know.” That “ willeth ” is not 
a future tense like the “ shall know;” it is the present 
tense of the verb to resolve—to determine. ‘‘ He who 
determines to do my will, he shall know.” 

So the one who determines to do the will of God 
will learn what that will is for him. Not all at once. 
Often only a step at a time. But if he is in earnest 
and obeys just so far as he can understand, gradually 
the next step and the next will be made plain. The 
one important thing is to obey just so far as he 
knows. ‘The moment that he stops doing so far as he 
knows, that moment he will stop learning any more 
about it. God’s Kingdom, whether out in the world 
or in our own lives, can be won only through obedience 
to His will. There is no other way. 
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Tue Wau. I. Is Ir Crugn? 


Read II Cor. 11:23-27 ; Phil. 3:7-8; Isa. 55:8. 


What do you really, as honestly as you know yourself, 
think about the will of God? What did it do with Paul? 
You must remember that Paul was especially called to the 
honor of great suffering for his Lord. There is no other 
such list of hardships anywhere in the Bible. How did Paul 
himself feel about it? What, even aside from the constant 
companionship of his Lord, did Paul gain in exchange for 
all that he suffered? 


Few people ever gave up more for Jesus Christ, and cer- 
tainly none could have endured more hardships for Him, 
than Paul. He gave up his social position, his ease, his 
safety. In exchange he had pain, poverty, persecution. 
But with these he also had friendships such as he never 
had before, great experiences, constant joy in the presence 
and guidance of the Lord Whom he adored; and he did a 
work that has influenced the world for nineteen hundred 
years. Do you think that he made a poor exchange when 


- he surrendered his own will and plan for life and took in 


exchange God’s will for him? 

Not many people are called to great tasks. The majority 
of us will always work in quiet places. Yet in those quiet 
places and with what seem to us small opportunities, God’s 
plan for our lives is always as much greater than our own 
plans as the life of Paul was greater than that of Saul. 
There is no such thing as a dull or monotonous or useless 
or joyless life in God’s plan for His children. 


“To be alive in such an age! 
To live to it! 
To give to it! 
Fling forth thy sorrow to the wind 
And link thy hope with human kind. 
* * * * * 


“ Give thanks with all thy flaming heart, 
Crave but to have in it a part. 
Give thanks and clasp thy heritage— 
To be alive in such an age.” 
—Angela Morgan. 
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_ Father, never let me be afraid of Your will. 
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Tre Wu. II. A Catt to Heross 

Read Isa. 6:8; Jer, 1:4-8; Rom, 12:2. 

How did Isaiah feel about doing the will of God? What 
do you think was the reason for Jeremiah’s protest and how 
did God answer him? How can God’s will be good if it 
leads to hardship and sorrow? What does Paul say about 
God’s will and what does he think necessary in order to 
understand its greatness? 


The life of Jeremiah was a tragedy from the world’s 
viewpoint. He was lonely, neglected, mistreated and the 
nation for which he was giving all his life refused to listen 
to his message. But that was only one side of it. Suppose 
that the soul of Jeremiah, before he came to earth, could 
have heard God saying, “I need a man for a hard task 
down on earth. He will have to stand alone. He will have 
to know contempt and hardship and neglect and the bitter- 
ness of seeming failure. But I will intrust my truth to him. 
He must guard it and pass it on for all humanity—one, 
alone with Me for the sake of all the world.” Would not 
a thousand heroes spring forward at such a challenge? 

Out in Northwestern University some years ago, was a 
student who had set his heart upon making the football 
team. Year after year he played-on the scrubs and played 
with all his might. But he never made the team. 

Presently the War came. He was a doctor then. He died 
in the service. And somehow, after he had gone, people. 
began to understand the heroism of that life. They erected 
a monument to him—a great boulder. And from that stone, 
the boy who never made his heart’s desire, will speak to 
thousands of students through the years to come. Here is. 
what they carved on that boulder: 

Hs Piayep Four YEARS ON THE Scruss. He Never Quit. 
Be very sure that if God denies our longings it is because 
He sees some greater way of using us. If we could see as_ 
He sees, we should cry like Isaiah, “ Here am I—send me.” 

“Faith is yielding one’s self in a spirit of active 
and glad codperation to the will of God in what- 
ever form that will may be expressed.” 

—E. I. Bosworth. 
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Tue Wu. III. Tue Hero Spmir 

Read Neh. 4:6; 3:20; John 4:31-34; Eph. 6:6. 

What does the doing of God’s will include besides action? 
If we do His will “from the heart,” what will be the char- 
acteristics of such doing? In the roster of those who re- 
built the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah, the name of 
Baruch stands out above all the rest. All the people, Nehe- 
miah said, had a mind to work, but Baruch built his section 
“earnestly.” What do you suppose that means? What 
was the difference between Baruch and the other workers? 
How did Jesus do His Father’s will? 


Since God’s supreme, all-inclusive will for each one of us 
is that we should grow like Jesus Christ, it follows that to 
do God’s will drearily or grudgingly or complainingly, is 
really not to do it at all. Nobody ever was won to loyalty 
to any leader or task, by indifferent or unwilling workers. 
Many a time a man has been discharged in business, not 
because his actual task was poorly done, but because the 
spirit in which he did it “ pulled down” the morale of his 
fellow workers. That worker was a little poison spot, 
spreading the infection of discontent or discouragement or 
disloyalty. Upon the other hand, men and women, who, 
perhaps, did not do such brilliant work, have been valued 
by their employers because of the spirit in which they 
worked—because of their loyalty to the firm and their 
pride in its achievements. So, one eager, loyal follower of 
Jesus Christ, doing God’s will in the spirit of the Son Who 
said that it was His “meat” to do His Father’s will, will 
accomplish more for God’s Kingdom than a thousand who 
do certain outward things, but with no enthusiasm and no 


love. 


“<¢ Almighty God needs you! —what a change 
that summons gives in all one’s estimate of himself 


and his duty.” 
—F. G. Peabody. 


Father, may I be a loyal follower of Jesus Christ through 
all the hours of this day. 
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Tue Wu. IV. THe Rear Issus 


Read Ex. 4:10-13; John 14:12; “I can do all things,” 
Phil. 4:13. 

What do you think of Moses’ attitude in regard to the 
task before him? Again and again the Bible declares the 
necessity of humility—what is humility, anyway? A col- 
lege professor once said that he had spent forty years try- 
ing to make men think better of themselves than they did. 
What did he mean? Should we think better of ourselves 
than we do? How can we, and still be humble? What do 
you think of Paul’s statement? Can you finish it? How 
did Jesus try to make men think of themselves?’ 


The secret lies in the completion of Paul’s declaration— 
T can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
No one has any right to say that he cannot do God’s will. 
That is not humility—it is cowardice. God never expects 
him to do it alone. Nobody in all the world can do God’s 


will for a single hour in his own strength. But nobody in | 


all the world has any excuse for not doing it, since Jesus 
Christ is always waiting to help him. We think sometimes, 
that it would be very easy if we could live face to face with 
Jesus as the disciples did for those three years. But Paul 
never lived with Him that way and he was intrusted with 
the greatest task of all. The doing of God’s will is never 
a question of ability or opportunity; it is a question of will- 
ingness and surrender. No one can, possibly fail who lives 
in the strength of Jesus Christ. 5 


“The Carpenter of Galilee 
Comes down the street again, 
In every land, in every age, 
He still is building men. 
On Christmas Eve we hear Him knock; 
He goes from door to door. 
* Are any workmen out of work? 
The Carpenter needs more.’ ” 
—Hilda W. Smith. 


Father, help me to realize that I have, or can have, 


everything I need to carry out Your plan for my life. 


. 


THY WILL BE DONE 103 


Tue Wu. V. No QuirTers 

Read Mark 4:3-20; Rom. 7:19. 

Remember what God’s will means; not, for most of us, 
deciding to be missionaries or ministers, but that whatever 
we do shall be done in the spirit of Jesus Christ. What 
do you, yourself, think the greatest obstacle to the doing 
of God’s will? What is the greatest difficulty to you? In 
the parable of the Sower, how many different things pre- 
vented the receiving of the word into the life so that it 
would bear fruit? Give modern parallels for these different 
things. 


There is no one who has honestly tried to do God’s will 
who has not had Paul’s experience—that somehow, in spite 
of his longing to do it, he found himself doing exactly the 
opposite. Well, what then? Did he give up? You know 
the saying, A quitter is never a winner and a winner is 
never a quitter. In Jesus’ story of the Sower, you notice 
the climax. The first hearers were utterly indifferent—they 
did not even try to do anything. The second group were 
natural quitters, giving up as soon as their enthusiasm had 
evaporated. The third group tried a little longer but could 
stand neither hardships nor success. But the fourth group 
heard and received the word and brought forth fruit. The 
ripening of a harvest always takes time. It cannot be done 
in a day or a week. Doubtless there were days of dis- 
couragement—fights with the thorns to which the others 
had yielded; but they kept on and won their harvest. 
God’s will for any life is so much the greatest thing that 
ever can come to that life that no obstacle should ever dis- 
courage us in following it. 


“The initial achievement for any task is not the 
mastering of the task, but the mastering of self— 
the ‘set of the soul’ to some sufficient goal.” 

—Alexander Purdy. 


Father, keep me from being a quitter. 
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Tue Wuw. VI. How? 
Read Ps. 40:8; 77 :8-12; John 7:17. 


Suppose that you do not love the will of God—or are 
afraid of it; is there any way that you can learn to love it 
—to banish the fear? Study the passages above and see 
whether you can get any light upon the question from them. 
What resolve did the discouraged psalmist make in Ps. 77? 
What did Jesus declare was the key to the understanding 
of His teaching? 


There are four ways in which we can work towards learn- 
ing to love the will of God if we do not already love it. 

In the first place, stop and remember what God has given 
you—all the friends and joys and opportunities of your life 
—all the beauty of the world—all your own strength and 
powers and possibilities. Wery much of our indifference and 
our fear comes from our own ingratitude. 

Secondly, do what you are sure He wants you to do, no 
matter how small the thing may be. It is disobedience that 
fears, not obedience. If we dread God’s will, it is usually 
because we are refusing obedience somewhere. It may be 
a very small thing in itself, but a grain of sand in the eye 
can shut out the most beautiful view! 

In the third place, think of Jesus Christ. Think of His 
eare for His disciples—how He helped them when work 
went badly—fed them when they were hungry—shielded 
them from danger. And God is like Jesus. 


Finally, think of God’s will for Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, 


Moses, David, Elizabeth. God does not change. Just as 
He wanted greater things for them than they knew how to 
want for themselves, so He wants greater things for His 
children to-day. There is nothing in the world of possi- 
bility so great for any one of us—no work or achievement 
or success—as God’s will for us. “'Teach me thy way, O 
Lord,” should be our prayer every day. 


“The purpose of prayer is not to get God to see 
things as we do but to get ourselves to see things 
as God sees them.” 


Father, help me to see more clearly, day by day, Your 
plan for my life through that day. 
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t WONDER if you can possibly imagine how differ- 
ent praying was before Jesus came! If you had 
been a Jewish boy or girl you would have been taught 
prayer in your home and you would have gone at 
certain times of the year to the great Temple to take 
part in the service when the priest prayed for the 
people. The priest would have prayed for the nation 
—for its righteousness and prosperity—but he never 
would have prayed for the little things of your every- 
day life. Until Jesus taught that God was our Father, 
caring about every least thing in His children’s lives, 
nobody would have dared to pray about things like 
studies and athletics and good times with friends. 
But to-day we can go to God with anything, just by 
ourselves—not waiting for any priest. 

Do any of you know what it is to be starving? 
Probably a good many of you have felt as if you were, 
at one time or another—when you have been on a 
long hike, or playing tennis all the afternoon! But, 
of course, you were not starving at all—you were just 
ravenously hungry. Did you ever think that Jesus 
knew what it was to be starving as nobody in the 
world ever did? Once or twice men have fasted for 
forty days, just to prove that it could be done, but 
those men have always rested most of the time—never 
done any hard work while they were making the ex- 
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periment. More than one has broken down trying it. 
But Jesus fasted for forty days, at the same time 
doing the hardest kind of mental work—praying— 
planning—deciding how He was going to carry out 
God’s plan for His Kingdom. How long do you think 
that you could study for a test or examination if you 
went without food? 

We are not studying to-day why Jesus did it—but 
He never forgot the suffering of that experience. If 
you think about this as you study His life, you will 
notice that He never could bear to see people hungry. 
A number of His parables deal with food. Twice He 
fed the hungry crowds; and the last thing that we see 
Him doing in John’s story of His life, is giving break- 
fast to His friends, tired and discouraged after a night 
of bad luck in fishing. 

Now, “bread,” as Jesus tells us to pray for it, 
means not only the food that we eat, but everything 
that we need to make our lives strong and happy. 
You who are not yet earning, don’t have to ask for 
daily bread if we mean just food. But there are other 


things that your life needs that your father, no mat-~ 


ter how much he loves you, cannot give you. You 
alone can get them and can get them only from your 
Father Who is God. Suppose that we think a little 
about some of these things—things that you can go 
to God for in your thought at any moment. 

Some of you may need better health or more 
strength—can you pray for that? Surely you can— 
but you must be square in your praying. It isn’t 
“playing fair”—or praying fair—for instance, to 


pray for strength and then do the things that the — 


doctor says that you should not do—eat too many 
sweets, or refuse to exercise, or stay up too late at 
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night. We can’t cheat God! He has given us certain 
laws for health, and if we break those laws, He will 
not give us health by any miracle. But if we are 
trying, in every way that we know, to keep His phys- 
ical laws, then we have the right to go to Him and 
pray for strength, remembering that Jesus told us to 
pray for our daily needs. 

The same thing is true of praying about your 
studies. Again, we cannot cheat God. We cannot 
shirk or “smear” and expect Him to come to our 
help. But if you ask Him to help you and then study 
as honestly as you know how, He will help. You will 
find the studies growing to be a joy—opening new 
worlds to you. 

Then there are athletics—all your recreations; can 
you pray about those? Certainly you can. Every- 
body needs some play-time and the harder we play in 
our playtimes, the better we shall be for them. But 


the same condition must be remembered. It isn’t fair 


to pray that you may win always—that would be pure 
selfishness; the other fellows have as much right to 
win as you. But you can pray always, that your 
team may play a great game. When Miss Ederle 
came back to America after her first attempt to swim 
the channel, some of her friends gave her a dinner 
and over the table were the words, “ Sportsmanship 
is better than Victory.” Sportsmanship is always bet- 
ter than victory. Being a sport—a sport through and 
through—is one of the most satisfying things in the 
world. 

Then there are our friends. Is friendship included 
in the prayer for daily bread? Indeed it is. It is 
one of the greatest parts of it. Why, Jesus said that 
the way that true Christians would be recognized 
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would be by their friendliness. But the law about 
“ praying fair” must be very specially remembered 
here. There are friendship laws just as much as there 
are health laws, and one of them is that real unselfish 
friendliness always makes friends and that friends 
cannot be made and kept any other way. The wise 
old book of Proverbs puts it in a nutshell: “ He that 
would have friends must show himself friendly.” 
Sometimes it is sensitiveness that bars the way to 
friendship. A girl who had fought that battle once 
said that the thing that startled her out of it was a 
sentence that she came across in her reading: “ Ex- 
treme sensitiveness is extreme selfishness.” Perhaps 
you won’t agree at first, but use your logic upon it. 
You can’t be extremely sensitive unless you are think- 
ing about yourself—and thinking about yourself all 
the time is just the worst kind of selfishness in the 
world. The girl who said that thought, at eighteen, 
that making friends was left out of her. She grew 
into a woman whose life was so full of friends that she 
hardly had time for them all. But the friends did not 
come until she began to fight the battle with her sen- 
sitiveness. Yes, surely pray about friendships—that 
you may have friends in your lives—that you may be 
fine friends yourselves—that day by day you may 
show yourselves friendly to all who touch your lives. 
Are there any other things included in the prayer 
for daily bread? Yes, many others. You can think 
them out for yourselves. But two more we must 
surely include. First, our work. Work is one of the 
universal laws of life. If you are studying botany or 
biology, you are studying how plants and animals 
work. Anybody who isn’t studying those particular 
subjects can realize a little of it just by thinking— — 


~ 
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thinking, for instance, of the way a tiny stem, no 
larger than a thread, pushes through the soil—and 
sometimes through soil almost as hard as rock—to 
reach its new life; by thinking of the feats of insects 
carrying burdens over obstacles as great as fallen for- 
ests would be to us; thinking of the tremendous labors 
of birds feeding their young and of the thousands of 
miles traveled by them in their migrations. Every 
living thing in the universe, no matter how small, has 
its work to do in the world. And so have we. 

Now, God’s law cannot be broken. When we say 
that we break a law we are really breaking ourselves. 
We may not realize it at once, but we cannot escape 
the consequences. The consequence of evading the 
law of work is always unhappiness and deterioration. 
And the consequence of doing our work, with all the 
skill and whole-heartedness we can put into it is, just 
as surely, growth in power and the realization that 
life is a very big and worth-while thing. 

Now, while you are in school, your business is pre- 
paring for the work that you are to do after you have 
finished your education—only a real education never 
is finished! But your work now is tremendously im- 
portant. It is important that you should learn how to 
use your mind and body, how to obey and how to 
take responsibility, how to make friends and keep 
them, how to plan and how to carry out plans, how 
to live in a larger world every year. 

And one more thing that we need to pray for day 
by day is courage. We are meant to be conquerors. 
Nobody can, by any possibility, be happy who slumps 
into cowardice. Did you ever hear of a happy cow- 
ard? The two words are as opposite as light and 
darkness. All through the Bible, from Genesis to 
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Revelation, God is telling people to be strong and of 
good courage. Among the people who cannot enter 
heaven, because they have no place there, are the 
cowards. 

How we all thrill over stories of heroism! One of 
the greatest treasures in the world is a letter written 
by Captain Scott to Sir James Barrie, and found after- 
wards with his body and those of his comrades in that 
tent in the Antarctic. It is written in pencil, some of 
the words trailing away at the end. 

“We are in a desperate state, feet frozen, etc—no 
fuel and a long way from food, but it would do your 
heart good to be in our tent and hear our songs and 
cheery conversation.” Later (it is here that the 
writing becomes difficult): “We are very near the 
end. We did intend to finish ourselves when things 
proved like this, but we have decided to die individ- 
ually without.” 

What a gift those men made to the world, dying 
alone with no one to see, but refusing to yield one 
atom of courage to the very end! ‘That is the chance 
that God gives everybody. There is no life, no matter 


in how small a place, that will not give plenty of 


training in courage. But true courage, that will face 
all the temptations and tasks of life unafraid and 
undismayed, can come only from God. So when you 
pray for your daily bread, stretch the prayer till it 
touches your life at every point and pray, “ O Father, 
to-day, in all that comes, help me never to fail in 
courage.” 
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Datty Breap. I. Tue Neeps 


Read Matt. 6:24-33. 


What would you call the necessities of life? What is the 
condition of such provision as Jesus speaks of here? A man 
entered a street-car the other day and when the conductor 
asked for his fare, replied, “The Lord will provide.” What 
do you think of his attitude? If God knows that we need 
food and clothes and education and recreation, what is the 
need of praying for them? And, upon the other-hand, if we 
have to work for them anyway, what good does praying do? 


We need never be afraid of using common sense in study- 
ing the Bible. We have no respect and should have no 
respect, for anyone who refuses to do his part in the work 
of the world. Jesus says, in another place, that His Father 
is always working. So is His Father’s universe. Work is 
one of the great laws of life—not to work is not to live. 
What Jesus is saying here, is that the Father knows that 
we need certain things if minds and bodies are to be kept 
in the right condition. We can go to Him confidently with 
those needs—He understands them better than we do. He 
sees needs that we do not realize for ourselves. He loves 
to have us ask Him for them so that He can prove to His 
children that He hears and answers—so that He can help us 
to see new and better ways of doing our part. We are 
never to worry over that kind of need. “It is time enough 
for you to begin caring when God ceases to care.” Instead 
we are to put all our thought upon the effort to make God’s 
Kingdom come in the place where we are. When we do 
that—when that side of our work comes first in our thought 
—RHe will see that the work, in one way or another, provides 
for our needs. 


“We have more to do to-day than to make a 
living; we have to make a life. Let us not spoil 


the one in seeking to gain the other.” 
—J. H. Jowett. 


Father, help me to put first things first in my life. 
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Datty Breap. II. Wants vs. Neeps 


Read Acts 3:1-8; Phil. 4:19. 


How many of your wants are included in your needs? 
Make a list of the things that you think you must have in 
order to make your life successful. How many of them are 
things that can be bought with money? Suppose that you 
had a boy that was cowardly and lazy and you cared more 
than anything in the world that he should grow into a 
splendid man—how would you deal with him? How many 
of the things on your list did Jesus Christ have? 


Our wants and our needs are by no means always the 
same thing. The Bible does not say that God will supply 
all our wants—it says that He will supply all our needs. 
An interviewer asked Ty Cobb the other day the secret of 
success on the diamond. He replied that the first thing was 
to love the game; the second, “a liking for tough spots, 
when it is nip and tuck—a hard! fight—perhaps against 
odds.” If struggle and grit and perseverance are necessary 
for success in sports, they are even more necessary for 
success in life. And the thing that God wants for each of 
His children is a life that shall be a success in the richest 
meaning of the word. So, often, He denies some of our 
wants in order that He may give us our needs. The lame 


man asked Peter and John for money. They refused what ; 


he asked, but they gave him a thing so great that he never 
thought of asking it. That is the way that God loves to 
give. Yet we can always ask Him for our wants and if the 
thing that we ask will not keep us from some better thing, 


He will give it. A woman once said, that again and again ~ 


God gave her things after she had forgotten that she asked 


for them! She had forgotten, but the Father never forgets. : 


“Go on and struggle; only remember that your 
struggle will be worthless, however you may get the 
things you seek, unless you get not merely the bod- 
ies of those things, but their souls.” 

—Phillips Brooks. 


Father, show me the difference between my wants and — 


my needs. 
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Datty Breap. III. Our Work 


Read Matt. 19:27 to 20:16. 

Read the story carefully. To what question was it a 
reply? What was Peter's attitude when he asked his ques- 
tion? What do you think of the employer’s way of doing 
business? What light does it throw upon the feeling of 
Jesus about those who are out of work? 


Does the story seem unfair to you? Remember that the 
last men had done all that they could to get-a-job. The 
market-place was the employment agency of that day. The 
“unlucky ” ones had been there as early as the ones who 
had secured work; they had not given up; at five o’clock, 
although the situation seemed hopeless, they were still dog- 
gedly holding out. Which do you think would be the 
harder—to work all day even in the hot sun, or to stand idle 
in the same heat, enduring not only the humiliation of be- 
ing left when others were chosen, but the agony of going 
back to their families at night with no money for the next 
day’s meal? 

The real point of the story was, that unless Peter learned 
to do things for God from loyalty and not upon a What- 
do-I-get? basis, he would be as surprised some day, as the 
first group of laborers in the story. But the parable also 
_ shows that Jesus understood the agony of being out of work. 
Surely our work—anything about our work—is one of the 
things that God wants us to talk over with Him. God does 
not want a day of our lives wasted. We make one of the 
greatest mistakes in the world if we try to find our work 
or to carry it on, without going to our Father about it. 

“God can do great things with our lives, if we 
but give them to Him in sincerity. He can make 
them useful, uplifting, heroic. God never wastes 
anything. God never forgets anything. God never 
loses anything. Though He holds the worlds in the 
hollow of his hand, He will yet remember each one 
of us and the part we are fitted to play in the 


eternal drama.” 
—Anna R. Brown Lindsay. 
Dear Father, help me to realize that there is a work wait- 
ing in the world just for me and that You will help me to 
find it. 
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Darty Breap. IV. ADVENTURES 

Read Luke 19:1-10; John 10:10. 

Nearly everybody wants adventure of some sort in his 
life. Now adventures are, in reality, only new experiences. 
Is that desire a real need or only a want? Suppose that 
instead of praying that interesting things might “ happen” 
to us we prayed that our minds and eyes and hearts might 
learn to see and to make life interesting wherever we were 
—how would you go to work to live out your part of a 
prayer like that? How would Zacchaeus’ resolve work out 
new experiences for him? Can you think of any way of 


having new experiences with your home people or your 
schoolmates? 


One of the most noticeable things in the life of Jesus is 
the endless variety of experiences that came to him day by 
day. The disciples never knew what He was going to say 
or do next, or what effect His words and deeds would have. 
There is never any chance for monotony for those who ~ 
really live with Jesus Christ! Take the incident of the — 
little tax collector. He was evidently an ingenious and 
persistent little fellow. He could not see over the heads 
of the crowd—very well, he would turn his handicap into 
an asset and see better than the crowd! And then, when 
Jesus reached the tree where the little tax collector was 
peering eagerly down, He invited Himself to dinner! Of 
the talk at that dinner we know nothing. We only know 
that, at its close, Zacchaeus committed himself to an ex=. 
tremely new adventure. Up to that day he had been “ out 
for himself,” to make everything he could make. Now he 
was going to learn to give. We should find interesting 
things if we could follow him down that new road! 

Jesus Christ was always starting people upon new ade" ; 
ventures—adventures in loving, in serving, in learning. And — 
Jesus was exactly like God. So evidently God wants His 
children to have new experiences in life all the time. The 
opportunities are all around us, every day. 


“You can tell the quality of any adventure by 
the things in us which it requires.” “s 
Father, open my eyes, my heart, my hands, that I may 


constantly see new things—find new ways of loving and 
serving. 
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Datty Breap. V. FRENDS 


Read I Sam. 18:1; Ruth 1:16-17; Prov. 18:24; John 18:34. 


How can we be sure that God wants us to have friends? 
Why are they necessary to our lives? What do we need to 
do in order to show ourselves friendly? What are some of 
the laws of friendship? Is it possible really to be friendly 
and not have friends? Why—or why not? 


Every normal person wants friends and needs them. If 
one doesn’t want them, it shows that there is something 
very wrong—something warped or twisted or terribly selfish 
in his soul. It must be so since God is love itself and if we 
are his children we must have His spirit in us. If we are 
friendless and lonely we may be very sure that we are not 
living as our Father wants us to. So, we may go to Him 
and ask for friends, being absolutely sure that we are ask- 
ing according to His will. 

But—we need not expect a friend like Jonathan or Ruth 
to ring our doorbell the next morning! God has provided 
for friends—all the friends that our lives can hold—in His 
plan for us. Nobody can possibly love in this world with- 
out having love come back into his life. It may not come 
from the person from whom we expect it but it must come 
back to us as surely as water must reflect the sun when it 
is shining. 

So, if we are lonely the first thing to pray is that God 
will show us why we are lonely—what there is in us that 
is keeping friends from our lives; then that He will help 
us to overcome the thing that is shutting out love and 
teach us how to be friends to others. Anyone who will do 
this honestly and keep on being friendly, will never fail to 
get his answer, sooner or later. 


“The significance of a friendship must depend, 
first of all, upon the significance of the persons 
concerned. Neither can give anything essential 


but himself.” 
—Henry C. King. 


Dear Father, show me what my part is in “being 
friends.” 
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Datzy Breap. VI. How tHe Bread ComEs 


Read John 6:10-12; Matt, 7:7; Jer, 29:13. 

Where shall we look for the “bread” that we are pray- 
ing for? How much have we to do with the amount of it 
that we receive? If we have to do just as much—or more 
—if we pray as we should if we didn’t pray, what is the use 
of praying? How many times should we ask or knock 
before we give up? 


A real teacher never makes things easy for his pupils. 
The real teacher is the one who “stirs us up” so that we 
want to dig things out for ourselves. And God is the great- 
est Teacher in the universe. He never will do anything for 
us that we can do for ourselves. Jesus multiplied the loaves 
but the disciples had to get the people seated and distribute 
the food and collect what was left. The miracle did not 
touch anything that they could do. 

Occasionally God’s answers come in a way that, even to- 
day, seem little short of miracle. But such answers are rare 
in most lives. Usually the answers come by everyday 
routes. The difference between a life of vital prayer and 
one of little or no prayer is the difference in us. Prayer, if 
it is genuine, will give us courage and a relish for fighting 
difficulties. It will make our minds more alert so that we 
shall see things we should not have seen before, our hearts 


more quick, so that we shall look in the eyes of those we 


might have passed and discover the waiting friends; our 
wills so strong because we are in harmony with our Father's 
will that we shall face mountains in utter confidence. And 
because of these things in ourselves, we shall find that when 
we really search, we shall discover the answer waiting; when 
we knock persistently the door will open. 
“ A man went down to Panama 
Where many a man had died, 
To slit the sliding mountains 
And lift the eternal tide. 
A man stood up in Panama, 
And the mountains stood aside.” 


“God give us hills to climb and ee on for ‘ 
the climbing.” 


Father, help me to want to conquer. 
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FORGIVENESS 


see after bread—bread for body and mind and 

heart—is there anything else left to ask for? 
Jesus says that there is. He says that we must ask 
for forgiveness for our sins. We cannot be happy or 
brave or live the lives of joyous adventure that God 
wants us to live if those lives are being corroded 
by sin. 

Now, first of all, we want to know exactly what sin 
is. There are a great many definitions—some very 
fine ones. But there is an old definition that covers it 
in words that we are all very familiar with—indeed, 
they are the most familiar words in our vocabularies. 
Sin, the old writer says, is the I, the me, and the mine. 

Do you understand? Back there, in the beginning 
of the prayer, Jesus said that the very first thing to 
pray for is that we may put the honor of God first, 
all day long, in everything that we do. Now, when- 
ever we are putting ourselves first in anything, we 
cannot, at the same moment, be putting God first. So 
sin, as God sees it, includes a great many things that 
ate not on any statute book. Laziness is a sin, be- 
cause we are putting our own ease before the honor 
of God by robbing Him of the trained body and mind 
and spirit that He meant us to have. Sensitiveness is 
a sin, because when we are sensitive—hurt over things 
that people do or say to us—we are thinking of our 
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feelings instead of God’s feelings. Indifference and 
coldness are sins, because a Christian’s first duty is 
to be loving. Pride is a sin, because we are thinking 
of ourselves and the impression that we are making 
upon other people—again making ourselves the center 
of our lives instead of God. And so on. You can 
think of many others. 

Now, when we sin in any of these ways, or in any 
of the others that you can think of, Jesus tells us to 
pray that we may be forgiven. What does that mean? 
That if we ask God to forgive us, He will say, “ It is 
all right. It doesn’t matter any more? ” No, it means 
something tremendously different from that. In the 
first place, when we sin, there are certain consequences 
of that sin than never can be undone. If you tear a 
rose to pieces, no power on earth can put the petals 
back. So we never can undo any act, no matter how 
much we long to. If you have sinned by laziness, all 
your praying cannot give you those wasted days and 
weeks back again, nor will praying suddenly give you 


a trained and eager mind. You will have to work as_ 


well as pray for that. If a girl has sinned by shutting 
herself up with her sensitiveness, praying to be for- 
given will not give her back the happy times she 
has lost. 

What, then, perhaps you are asking, does forgive- 
ness do? Suppose that we start a little back of that — 
and ask another question. What do we have to do 


besides praying for forgiveness in order to be for- 


given? Somebody says, “‘ Repent, I suppose.” Yes, 
but what do you mean by repentance? It sounds, you 
may be ghinking, like a very old-fashioned word— 
“pious ” and not a bit interesting! 
Let’s see if we can get it clear. Did you ever climb 


F 


s 


SEO SEA Ae Be eS See 


si tea a tall SE Talc 


FORGIVENESS 119 


a mountain where the trail wasn’t very good, and lose 
your way? As soon as you realize that you are on the 
wrong trail, what do you do? Why, try to go back to 
the place where you turned off, of course. Well, re- 
pentance is the turning back in our lives to the place 
where we made the wrong turn—away from God’s will 
for us—and starting over again, in the right-direction, 
with Him. 

Let us put it in another way. Sometimes you have 
seen a yellow leaf on a branch in the spring or summer 
when the leaves should be green. What has hap- 
pened? Why, some tiny particle of matter has filled 
up the channel where the sap should be running. 
Unless the sap can push that tiny obstacle away and 
get through to the sick leaf, that leaf will die. Now, 
sin—any kind of sin—even the light gray ones that 
we don’t think of as really sins at all—is something 
that gets in the way and keeps the love and power of 
God from filling our lives; repenting is getting rid of 
that obstacle—thrusting it out of the life. And for- 
giveness, some one has said, is letting God give to us 
again—pour His life through us as He poured it out 
for us in His Son’s death on the Cross. 

Now, that is very wonderful, isn’t it? It is wonder- 
ful to think that when we have wandered away from 
the trail, we can go back—find the way home again. 
We shall have lost time and perhaps gotten exhausted 
and hungry as God never meant us to—perhaps 
sprained our ankle or hurt ourselves; but still we need 
not stay lost. The moment that we get back on the 
trail, the way is clear and open and safe. It is 
wonderful to think that there is never a moment 
when God is not waiting eagerly to make our lives 


clean and well and pour His love and strength and 
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power through them. No wonder that Jesus tells us 
to pray for forgiveness! Who would not be eager 
for it? 

But wait a moment. That is not exactly the way 
that Jesus said it. He tells us to ask God to forgive 
our sins just exactly in the proportion in which we 
forgive those who have wronged us! Perhaps some 
one, just here, remembers some of the Bible verses 
abeut biel dias accel I will blot out all your transgres- 
sions ”—blot them out so that the stain disappears en- 
tirely. “ As far as the east is from the west, so far will 
I remove your transgressions from you.’ We can’t 
think of anything farther apart in the physical world 
than east and west. 

Yes, those are all true. That is the way that God 
will forgive—if we will let Him. But if you look up 
those verses and read far enough, you will find that 
each of them has a condition—that sooner or later 
you will come upon the words “ Return unto Me” 
or “ Fear Me” (and “ fear God,” in the Old Tes- 


tament, means what Jesus means when He tells us. 


to pray, “ Hallowed be thy name”). It is like 


Jesus’ story of the boy who left home. The father 


waited and waited for the boy to come back—waited 
to give him the most wonderful home-coming. But he 
couldn’t bring that boy home by force. It would have 
done no good if he had. It was the boy’s heart that 
had gone from home; and until he wanted to come 
back, there was nothing that the father could do but 
wait. The father could not give his boy any of the 
things that he was so eager to give him until that boy 
came home. 


Now let us think about 6ursélves and forgiveness | 


Once more and seé if we can understand when — 
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tells us to ask for just as much forgiveness from God 
as we are willing to give others. 

In the first place, we shouldn’t be very good sports, 
should we, if we expected God to do for us what we 
were not willing to do for others? But it goes very 
much deeper than that. God’s life cannot fill our 
lives except when we are in harmony with Him— 
when we are doing the kind of things that He wants 
us to do—when we feel about things the way that He 
feels. Now, suppose that some one has wronged us. 
Does forgiveness mean that we should say that it 
wasn’t wrong and didn’t make any difference? No, 
not at all. Forgiveness means that we should put 
aside our own resentment or hurt or anger, and want 
for the one who has wronged us exactly what God 
wants for him. What does God want? Why, that the 
one who has done the wrong shall repent—turn back 
from his wrong trail and get on the right road again— 
open his life to God’s power and love. Perhaps we 
want that for him, too—by and by! But we rather 
want the other fellow to suffer a while first. We want 
to “rub in” the consciousness of his meanness; God 
wants him to get rid of it as soon as possible and 
walk clean and free and happy again. And until we 
feel the same way that God does about that person 
we are not in harmony with God and our anger or 
bitterness or grudge is shutting His power out of our 
lives. It is like the clot in the leaf stem which is 
shutting out the sap that is the leaf’s life. 

In all the world there is nothing harder than to for- 
give. Jesus knew that—that is why He said so much 
about it. But how cam you and I forgive when we 
don’t want to? How can we get rid of the bitterness 
in our hearts? By prayer? 
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Yes, certainly by prayer—we cannot possibly do it 
without. But the best way to pray is to ask Jesus 
Christ to take charge of the matter, and then you and 
I step back and let Him. If you see that person com- 
ing towards you and don’t want to speak to him, ask 
Jesus Christ to speak through you. If you really want 
Him to, He will do it—and often you will be amazed 
at what happens next. But whether anything happens 
that first time or not, just keep on letting Jesus Christ 
manage the matter for you and through you. 

And then, sooner or later, something else will hap- 
pen. We shall begin to see how our sins are hurting 
God. And when we see that, we shall pray with all 
our hearts, ““O Father, help me to forgive—help me 
to do more—to love—so that I shall not be shutting 
You out of my life by my unlovingness. Teach me 
how to forgive as I want to be forgiven! ” 
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ForcrvENess. I. Wuart Ir Is. 


Read Luke 15:11-32. 

The story of the prodigal son was told to show the differ- 
ence between the forgiveness of God and the unforgiveness 
of men. What was the boy’s sin against his father? He 
asked no more than his share of the property. Why did the 
father not go into the far country after his son? The para- 
ble seems unfair to some people—does it to you? What do 
you think was the attitude of the elder son while the 
younger one was away? Suppose that he had watched and 
waited and hoped and loved with his father—what would 
have been his reaction when his brother came back? 


Oo 


We cannot understand this matter of forgiveness at all 
until we understand what forgiveness means with God. 
Forgiveness upon God’s part means that He will set the 
soul free from its sin so that it can be clean and self- 
respecting and strong and happy again. God is eager to do 
this, but He cannot do it so long as the soul clings to its 
sin. He never forces our hands—or our hearts; He waits 
till we bring the sin to Him. The father in the story did 
not go into the far country after his boy; it would do no 
good to bring his boy home until the boy’s heart came. 
But the instant the boy came home with his confession, 
then the way was open for the father’s love to pour itself 
out in gifts. That is God’s part of it. Our part tw to put 
aside our own grudge and want for the one who has wronged 
us, just what God wants. 

The older son had no reason to be angry. His brother 
had not touched his property. Had he felt the joy that his 
father felt over the change in that boy’s attitude towards 
life, he would have enjoyed that dinner. He did not care 
that his brother was eager to start over again. When the 
story ends, it is the older son, not the younger, who is in a 
“far country ” of unlovingness. 

One of the best definitions of a Christian, is that 

he is a man who makes it easier for other men to 

believe in God. If we hold fast to our grudges, are 

we making it easier, or harder for other people to 

believe in God? 

First of all, dear Father, help me to understand what 
_ forgiveness, for me or anyone else, really means. 
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Forctvensss. II. How Many Times? 


Read Matt. 18:21-35. 

Study thoughtfully this story of the man who wouldn’t 
forgive. Don’t be bothered by the selling of the man’s 
family for debt or the use of the torturers; those were com- 
mon customs in Jesus’ day and He was telling a story of life 
as it was—not as it ought to be. And don’t think of God 
as delivering anyone to physical “tormentors”; the “ tor- 
ments” to which God delivers the unforgiving soul are 
those of the results of his own attitude and actions. How 
many times do you think that you ought to forgive anyone 
who has wronged you? How does your conception of for- 
giveness bear upon this question? How many different 
kinds of things can you think of for which God forgives us? 


Probably Peter thought that he was very magnanimous 
when he stiggested forgiving his brother seven times. But 
Jesus’ answer meant, “ Peter, so long as you count the num- 
ber of times that you are willing to forgive, you have not — 
yet begun to understand what forgiveness really means.” 
Forgiveness isn’t an act, repeated over and over—it is an ~ 
attitude of mind. If you have studied psychology, you 
know that after an act has been repeated a number of times, — 
it begins to settle into a habit. Long before Peter had for- — 
given anybody seventy-seven times, he would have estab- — 
lished the habit of forgiving and lost count! We never 
shall learn to forgive those who have wronged us until we 
begin to realize how constantly and lovingly God is for- — 
giving us. When we think of that, how can we refuse to _ 
put aside our own bitterness towards the one who has 
wronged us? 

“Why forgive over and over again? Jesus knew 
what a havoc a grudge works, not only on the per- 
sons against whom it is directed, but even more on 
the person who holds it. We must forgive or the 
secret wall of hatred shuts us from all the reserves 
that would change our defeat into victory.” 

James Gordon Gilkey. 

Dear Father, help me to realize how constantly You are 
always forgiving me—for my laziness, my indifference, my _ 
selfishness, my continual choosing of cheap and easy things 
for my life. ep ne 
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Forervensss. II]. Wuy? 
Read Matt. 6:14-15; Eph. 4:31-32; Luke 23:34. 
Why do we have to forgive others before God can forgive 
us? How can you learn to forgive if, deep down in your 
heart, you don’t want to? What should you pray? 


Jesus did not pray that prayer on the cross once and then 
stop. The verb in the Greek is in the imperfect tense— 
Jesus kept praying it over and over: “ Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. Father, forgive them, 
forgive them!” Over and over with His dying strength, 
“ Father, forgive . . . forgive.” 

If Jesus Christ felt like that towards His murderers, can 
we be in the least like Jesus if we are unwilling to forgive 
those who wronged us? And Jesus was exactly like God. 
So, so long as we hold tight to our grudges and bitterness, 
we are not in harmony with God. He is eager to forgive— 
to cleanse—to pour His strength into the stained life and 
start it right again. If we don’t want that life cleansed and 
healed and strong, then we are feeling one way about that 
person and God is feeling a very different way about him. 
That means that our unlovingness is shutting God out of 
our lives. God cannot come in and leave His love for that 
person somewhere outside! 

Nothing will help more than to stop and really think of 
that prayer on the cross. Then remember this: the one 
who has wronged us has hurt Some One Else infinitely 
more than he has hurt us; and we are hurting that One as 
much by our own bitterness as the other by his wrong 
doing. If the Great Partner in this business of living is 
eager to forgive, how can we possibly do anything else but 
work loyally and eagerly with Him? 

Do you remember that last great message from 
Edith Cavell, written the night before she was 
shot? “ Standing as I do, in view of God and eter- 
nity, I realize that patriotism is not enough. - must 
have no hatred or bitterness toward anyone.” How 
pitifully small any wrong that most of us have to 
forgive, compared with what she was forgiving that 
night! 

Father, help me to be honest in my heart and if I am 
hiding any unforgiveness there, help me to overcome it. 
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Forcrvensss. IV. “I Can Forcrve put Not Forcer” 


Read Ps. 103:12; Isa. 43:25 and 44:22. 


There are problems in this matter of forgiveness as in 
everything else. Sometimes the problem is the forgiving of 
just one injury out of several that have hurt us. A small 
boy came home battered up from a fight. His mother 
talked to him about it and how Jesus would have acted in 
his place. The little fellow thought it over for a moment 
and then said, “All right, mother. Ill forgive the next 
fellow, but I’ve waited too long for this one.” What do you 
think of his attitude? A still more common attitude is that 
of the person who says “I can forgive but I cannot forget.” 
What do you think about that statement? Will forgiveness 
blot out the memory of the wrong? Or isn’t actual forget- 
ting necessary? And yet, can we forget or remember at 
will? Are there different ways of remembering? What 
kind of an injury do you find it hardest to forgive? 


Forgiving and forgetting work under different kinds of — 


laws. Remembering and forgetting are mental processes, 


working under the law of association. At any moment 


something may happen which will recall certain things to 
our minds. We are powerless to prevent such associations. 


Forgiving, upon the other hand, is a spiritual process, i 
working under a spiritual law. Only the Spirit of God in © 
our lives can teach us to forgive. But forgetting, in this _ 


connection, does not mean literally, mental forgetting. If — 
all the bitterness and anger are gone, so that we want only 
good for the one who has wronged us, then, to all intents 
and purposes, we have forgiven. 


“So to offer ourselves to God as to renounce our 
own thoughts and feelings about our fellows and — 
accept His instead, brooding upon them until they 
become inwoven into our very fibre—that is in- 
deed, a task demanding most heroic qualities.” 

—E. Herman. 


Father, help me to feel as You feel about the one one : 


I find it hard to forgive. 
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ForGivENsss. V. SEEING JESUS CHRIST 


Read Acts 6:8-15 and 7 :5?-60. 


What, to you, is the greatest proof of anyone’s Christian- 
ity? How do you, yourself, feel in regard to a Christian 
who will not forgive an injury? What is at the bottom of 
such unforgiveness? Suppose that there is hard feeling in 
your §. S. class or C. E. society or any such group—have 
you any duty in regard to it? 


There is just one thing that will make people want to 
become Christians, and that is, seeing Jesus Christ in the 
lives of His followers. Christians are to show a new kind 
of love to the world. Their love will be the one argument 
that people cannot deny. And we never can hope to help 
other people to see their need of Jesus Christ until we 
begin to love like this. 

Such love never can be defeated. Stephen, praying for 
his murderers and then quietly “ falling asleep ” under those 
terrible stones, was, from that moment, a power before 
which they were utterly powerless. They had killed his 
body, but they could not destroy, or even touch, the mem- 
ory of that face like the face of an angel. It was the mem- 
ory of that face—of the clear voice praying for his mur- 
derers—that haunted a man named Saul till he finally sur- 
rendered to Stephen’s Lord. It is because thousands of men 
and women have loved like this—have let Jesus Christ love 
through their lives—that His Kingdom has come so far as 
it has to-day. It is because other thousands of people who 
call themselves Christians—who go to church and give 
money to His cause—have not yet learned to love and 
to forgive, that other people are rejecting Christianity to- 
day. Which are we doing—helping God’s great cause or 
hindering it? 

“They drew a circle and shut me out, 
Heretic, rebel and thing to flout: 
But love and I had the wit to win, 


For we drew a circle that took them in! ” 
—Edwin Markham. 


Oh Father, don’t let me dishonor my great Friend Jesus 
Christ by anything in my life! 
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Foratvensss. VI. How Can We Do It? 

Read Acts 9:1-6; Eph. 4:32; Ps. 61:4. 

What have you found helps you the most in this difficult 
matter of forgiving? Two women had been quarreling and 
one suddenly said to the other, “I am going to forgive 
you ”—and the “ forgiven” one was more angry than ever! 
Why? Suppose that the other, like that woman, doesn’t 
want to be forgiven—then what are you to do about it? 
If you could really see Jesus Christ in the room with you, 
what difference do you think it would make in your feeling 
about forgiving anyone who has hurt you? 


God never deals with any two people in exactly the same 
way. The great law of forgiveness does not change. God 
cannot forgive us until we feel as He does towards the one 
who has wronged us. But different people find different 
methods to help them meet that condition. Here are three — 
or four practical suggestions. 

1. Choose some verse that you can use when you find ~ 
yourself unwilling to forgive. Two are given in your refer- — 
ences, but you may find others that will help you, individ- — 
ually, more than these. é 

2. Think carefully and honestly about your own life and — 
the things in it that are hurting God. What are you doing ; 
about those things? z 

3. Try to realize the presence of Jesus Christ. Suppose — 
that you could see Him standing between you and the one 
who has hurt you—how would you treat that one in His : 
presence? 

4. See if there is anything that you can do for the one 3 
who has hurt or wronged you. If it is very difficult, say to — 
yourself, “I will let Jesus Christ do this through me. 
will let Him use my lips, my hands, my feet.” 


3 
- 
Martin Luther said once that he wanted it to be d 
so that if anyone knocked at the door of his life z 
and asked, “Does Martin Luther live here?” he 
could reply, “No, Martin Luther has moved away. __ 
Jesus Christ lives here.” 2 
“Our Father, we are humiliated by the false standards by 
which we have been testing our lives. Teach us to see our 
Master and to test our lives by His life! Where we are 
imperfect and barren in pone. do Thou forgive!” 
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BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 


AN D now we come to the last thing that Jesus tells 

us to pray about—“ Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil,” Probably many of you have 
puzzled over this part of the prayer. Can it be that 
God would lead us into temptation if we didn’t keep 
begging Him not to? It sounds like that, when we 
read it or say it carelessly. We have to stop and re- 
mind ourselves again of what prayer really is. Prayer 
is not making God change His mind. God is always 
planning greater and more wonderful things for His 
children than we can possibly imagine. Prayer is 
keeping our lives—our hearts and minds and wills and 
souls—open to Him so that His life may fill us and 
work through us all the time. 

Moreover, the Bible tells us very clearly that God 
never tempts anybody—never tries to make anybody 
do wrong. Why, He sent His own Son to save us 
from sin—it would be unthinkable that He should try 
to make us sin! He does test us, which is a very 
different matter. He gives us hard tasks to do and 
hard problems to meet, exactly as the coach or trainer 
puts a team through hard discipline—in order that it 
may win great victories later on. Peter once wrote 
to his friends to rejoice when they were faced with 
temptations, because every such time would give 
them a new experience of God—of His love and 
129 
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His power and His wonderful and unforeseen ways 
of working. 

All this, you see, is very different from begging 
Him not to try to make us sin! Instead, the prayer 
is, as the other part of it shows very clearly, that no 
matter how strong the temptation, God will keep us 
from yielding to it. It means something like this: 
everything that we do in life, no matter what it is, 
has its own temptations. Take study, for instance. 
Study is a very important thing in our lives, yet once 
in a very great while, we discover some one so eager 
to study that he refuses to take the time he needs for 
fresh air and exercise—possibly even for sleep. When 
he does that, he is yielding to the “ evil ” possible in 
the matter of study. 

Take it the other way about and it is much more 


familiar to us! Everybody, in school or out of it, © 


ought to have some sort of outdoor sport or recreation. 
But it wouldn’t be at all difficult to find boys and girls 


who care so much for athletics that they neglect their — 
studies for it—train their bodies, but let their minds — 
go to waste. When one does that, he is yielding to © 


the evil that is possible in athletics. 


Amusements are good and necessary for most of us, — 


but they must be the right kind of amusements and 


rightly used. There are good moving pictures and 
bad ones, good books and bad books, good “ crowds” — 


and bad “crowds.” Friends are among the most 


wonderful things that life gives us—yet we can be — 


very selfish in our friendships. A work that one is 
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eager over is another of life’s greatest gifts, yet we 
can be so absorbed in our work that it will shut us — 
away from friends or make us think that we are too 
busy to help when some call comes. Do you. sen 
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There is nothing, anywhere in life, that cannot be 
used in a wrong way. So the prayer is that we may 
be kept from using anything that comes into our lives 
in the wrong way. 

Now, how are we going to be kept from using things 
in the wrong way? Certainly not from keeping away 
from the things where it is possible to-sin. There 
wouldn’t be anything left to do! It is quite possible 
to sin even in eating and sleeping and going to church! 
Yet certainly God doesn’t want us to sin. It was to 
save us from sin that He sent His Son to live and 
teach us and die for us. 

But the prayer shows the way, although we can- 
not read it directly in the English words. The New 
Testament, you know, was written in Greek, and 
the Greek word for “ deliver” in “ deliver us from 
evil,” means to save by drawing to one’s self. It is 
as if you saw a child in the way of an automobile, 
and you rushed out and saved it by catching it up 
in your arms. So the Father saves His child from 
sin—any kind of sin, anywhere—by drawing him 
close to Himself. That is the way that He tries to 
save us. But it would be possible for the little child 
to twist out of your arms. So it is possible for us 
to resist God—to refuse to let Him keep us from 
sin. But as long as we keep our lives open to Him, 
watching to see that the door is not shut between us 
by our indifference or negligence, He will keep us 
from evil in any place. 

And “evil” doesn’t mean sin only. The Greek 
word means “anything that causes trouble.” Igno- 
rance causes a great deal of trouble—a driver ignorant 
of traffic regulations might easily be the cause of some 
one’s death. Pain and suffering cause trouble. But 
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none of them can harm the soul that is open to the 
life and love of God. 

There is one thing, however, that never must be 
forgotten. We must not, deliberately or carelessly, 
put ourselves or anyone else in the way of temptation, 
if we are going to pray this prayer. We cannot go to 
pictures that we know are bad or read bad books or 
go with people who always draw us away from God, 
and pray this prayer. And in order not to do this we 
must not play with temptation to do it. A girl who 
was asked how she resisted a certain temptation, re- 
plied, “‘ I shut the door, bang!” That is the only way. 

And certainly anyone who prays this prayer hon- 
estly cannot do anything to pull anyone else down. 
If ever we are tempted to do that, we must go back 
to the first part of the prayer and pray with all our 
hearts that we may put God’s honor first. So long as 


we do that, we shall not be in danger of doing any- — 


thing that will hurt any of His other children. 
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Evi. I. Goon or Evi, WuHicH? 


Read Matt. 26:31-41, 69-76. 


Study carefully this story of Peter’s denial of the Lord 
whom he loved so dearly. What was the reason of his 
denial? In how many ways had God tried to save him 
from it? If Peter had not gone into the courtyard—had 
stayed outside like all the other disciples except John, he 
would not have had to face that test and so would not have 
committed that awful sin. Would he better have stayed 
away? Where did his failure begin? Was there any pos- 
sible opportunity for good in the situation? 


Think of Peter that terrible night. Through John’s in- 
fluence he was admitted to the courtyard of the high priest’s 
palace. He was as close to his Master as he was able to go. 
Surely that was the very best place where it was possible 
to be! Moreover, Jesus had warned him of his danger— 
told him that he had prayed for him. If, in that waiting 
time in the garden, Peter had prayed instead of sleeping, 

; the temptation might have changed into a glorious oppor- 
tunity to stand by his Master. He might have given Him 
joy that awful night instead of adding to its agony. John 
was in equal if not greater danger. The servants had no 
power over Peter’s life, but the Sanhedrim might easily 
have arrested John when he came in with Jesus. Yet John 
was with Him at the trial and at the cross. 

The same situation—and one disciple got good from it, 
the joy of standing by his Lord to the last; and the other 
the “evil” of disloyalty and falsehood. 


“Pach sin has its door of entrance. 
Keep—that—door—closed. 
Bolt it tight! 
Just outside the wild beast crouches 
: In the night. 
< Pin the bolt with a prayer, 
E: God will fix it there.” 
; —John Oxenham. 
‘Almighty Father, help me to take the good and not the 
evil out of any situation in which I find myself. 


oC 
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Evm. Il. Terstep 


Read Matt. 26:14-29. 


Do you think that the third servant really had a just 
cause of complaint? What were the opportunities for good 
and evil in the situation? What is the meaning of the law 
that Jesus states? How can life take from us what we 
don’t have? Make a list of the best things in life and tell 
how they may be used wrongly, so that one would get evil 
out of them instead of good. 


Here were three men facing the same kind of opportu- 
nity—a challenge to faithfulness, to honesty, to loyalty. 
Two of the men used it as the Master intended it should 
be used; the third, in exactly the same situation, got only 
evil from it—pride—disloyalty—idleness—unfaithfulness. 
Notice that Jesus says that He is stating a universal law: 
“ Hveryone that hath” real possessions shall be given more 
and he shall have abundance; but those who have not the 
real things, shall sooner or later, but inevitably, lose what 
they only semed to have. 

Until the test came, nobody could have proved the dis- 
loyal servant really disloyal. But the test cleared the mat- 


ter of all doubt—stripped him of that which he had pre- — 


tended to have. Nobody can possibly be the same after 
any temptation; either he will be stronger than before or 


weaker. No wonder that Jesus told His disciples to pray 


to be kept from evil! 


“To every man there openeth, 
A Way and Ways and a Way. 
And the High Soul climbs the High Way, 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low, 
And in between on misty flats, 
The rest drift to and fro. 
But to every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low. 
And every man decideth 
- The Way his soul shall go.” 
—John Oxenham. | 


Father, help me to remember that even the smallest thing 
can be done in a large way. ott 
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Evi. III. To Have or To Br? 


Read Luke 12:13-21. 


Here are two men, one in real life and one in Jesus’ story, 
who misused their opportunities so that they got evil from 
them where God meant them to get good. Probably the 
man in the audience really had been wronged by his 
brother. Where, then, was he taking evil instead of good 
from that hour? What opportunities had God given the 
Syrian farmer? To what temptation did he yield? 


The farmer in the story had been using his opportunities 
the wrong way all his life. He had been so absorbed in 
things that he had left God out of the account completely. 
He had filled his barns and starved his soul. That soul was 
made for companionship with God; God should have been 
his partner in his farming; then there would have been ser- 
vice and joy all the way along—that joy that he had been 
too busy to find through the years. Too late he realized 
his awful mistake—that he had missed life everywhere and 
in the life that he had to face that night, he was a pauper 
and a failure. 

And the man that broke in upon Jesus’ intensely earnest 
talk about the troubles that were to come and the Great 
Companion Who would help men through them, was in the 
same awful danger. His mind was centered upon money 
when he should have been listening to God’s message to 
him; that money-love was building a wall in his soul be- 
tween himself and God. Unless he tore down that wall, 
he would soon be like the man in the story, entirely deaf 
to that great Voice until it was too late. 


“There comes a time in every human life when 
@ man must decide whether he thinks it is more 
valuable to have or more valuable to be. When 
that time comes, look out; for if what you would 
have is more than what you are, you can neither 
really own it nor appreciate it, and your possessions, 
instead of expressing your personality, will obscure 
and perhaps destroy it.” 

—A. C. Fitch. 


Father, help me, in all the choices that come to me, to 
put being before having. 
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Evm. IV. Tus Two Ways or FRIENDSHIP 


Read I Sam. 18:1-4 and 23:14-18; Acts 21:10-14. 

The friendship of David and Jonathan is one of the great 
friendships of history. What made it so great? What was 
Saul’s attitude towards it? Do you think that Jonathan— 
and the friendship—would have been more or less great if 
Jonathan had deserted his father for David? Study the 
little incident in Paul’s life. What do you think of his 
friends’ attitude? What do you think the greatest dangers 
—evils—that lie in friendship? How cam they be avoided? 
Dr. King says that the significance of a friendship must de- 
pend, first of all, upon the significance of the persons con- 
cerned. Neither can give anything essential but himself, 
Think that over carefully. Do you believe it? 


There is, perhaps, no experience in life where the danger 
of “evil” is more subtle—where we need to be more upon 
our guard—then in friendship. It is so terribly easy to de- 
ceive ourselves—to persuade ourselves that we want our 
friend to do or not to do a certain thing for his own good, 
when, if we tracked the wish back far enough, we should 
find that it sprang from our own selfishness. The greatest 
thing in the friendship between David and Jonathan was 
that neither tried to keep the other from doing what seemed 
to him right; David never once tried to persuade Jonathan 
to leave Saul; Jonathan “strengthened David’s hand in 


God.” When God is put first in friendship as everywhere » 


a in life, that friendship is safe. And tt never ts until 
en. 


Stevenson’s word is as true in friendship as in 
every other experience in life: “ No man ean truly 
say he has made a success of life until he has writ- 
ten at the top of his journal, ‘ Enter God.” 


Father, keep me from being selfish in my friendships, 
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Evm. V. Vicrory Out or Disaster 


Read Gen. 45:4-8; Rom. 8:28. 

What did Joseph mean when he told his brothers that it 
was not they that sent him to Egypt but God? How had 
they sinned if that was true? What “evil” might Joseph 
have yielded to as slave, prisoner, governor? Instead, what 
good did he win from each experience? What is the con- 
dition under which all things work together for good? 


Joseph had to face many temptations—you can read them 
between the lines—the temptation to utter discouragement 
—to “ What is the use? ” when he found himself a slave in 
a strange land; temptation to doubt the God Who seemed 
to be rewarding all his splendid struggles only by one hard- 
ship after another; to bitterness over the ingratitude of the 
butler; to pride when he was able to interpret Pharaoh’s 
dream; to forgetfulness of God when he became the most 
powerful man of his day; to “ pay back” his brothers when 
he had them in his power. Every step of that road there 
was possible “ evil” for Joseph, as there is for each one of 
us; and every temptation as he resisted it, turned into a 
blessing. Some of them proved doorways opening to ma- 
terial success, but only because each of them had meant 
spiritual achievement first. 


“ Of wounds and sore defeat, 
I made my battle stay; 
Winged sandals for my feet 
I wove of my delay; 
Of weariness and fear 
I made my shouting spear; 
Of loss and doubt and dread, 
And swift oncoming doom, 
I made a helmet for my head 
And a floating plume.” 

—William Vaughn Moody. 


Father, may I realize that with Your help I can get good 
out of everything that comes to me. 


se 
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Read Rom. 14:13; Acts 4:13; Rom. 13:13. 


In what ways is it possible to cause others to “ stumble” 
in school? In social times? How do we lead ourselves into 
temptation? How did Jesus always avoid the evil? How 
does Paul tell us that we can avoid it? What does he mean 
by “ putting on ” the Lord Jesus Christ? 


Does that command of Paul’s sound strange to you— 
perhaps even a little sacrilegious? But Paul’s command 
means something both reverent and practical. He is 
telling us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ as an actor puts 
on the part of a character that he is to act. Suppose that 
an actor had to take the part of an Italian huckster, for 
example—how would he go about it if he knew nothing of 
Italian hucksters? He would go to the part of the city 
where he would see them—would study their voices and 
accent and gestures—would try to get acquainted with some 
of them and learn how they looked at life. He would try 
to get “under the skin” and back into their thoughts. 
Then he would go out on the stage and for two hours be 
an Italian huckster. So we are to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ; to study His character and His acts and His teach- 
ings, and then, not for two hours, but everywhere we go, 
try to act as we think He would act in our places; be, in 
other words, a Christ-man or a Christ-woman. 

Joseph—Elijah—all the great prophets who lived before 


Jesus, lived in the consciousness of the presence of God.- 


To-day we best understand God as we see His glory in the 
life of Jesus Christ. He is our Way. If we follow Him, we 
shall not only be safe from evil, but He will lead us out 
into the rich and full and eager lives planned for us by 
our Father. 


“You are responsible to represent Jesus Christ 
today.” 


—Robert E. Speer. 
Father, show me how to “ put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


j 
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UNANSWERED PRAYER 


Bu what about unanswered prayer? Sometimes 
we pray and the prayer is answered, and other 
times, although we pray with what seems to us abso- 
lute faith, we are not “answered.” How can we 
explain that? Didn’t Jesus say, “ Whatsoever”? 
Doesn’t that mean anything that we pray for? 

That is the way that we quote it very often. But 
we cannot read the Bible like that—take out a few 
words here and there and leave out all the context. 
Jesus did say “ whatsoever,” but He said it to the 
little group of men who were to carry on His work 
for His Father’s Kingdom. He was talking about very 
deep things those last hours—not about little, easy 
wishes. Moreover, He said, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name.” ‘There is the condition. The promise 
is for the things asked in the very spirit of Jesus. 
When we are so full of His spirit that our whole pas- 
sion is to do His will, then we, too, shall be able to 


ask “ Whatsoever.” 


“ But,” somebody objects, “ there are other verses— 
things He said at other times. There is, ‘ Ask and ye 
shall receive; seek and ye shall find.’ He said that to 
a whole crowd of people—not to His disciples. And 
at another time He said that if we had faith like a 
grain of mustard seed, we could remove mountains.” 

Have you looked up those verses and the contexts? 


139 
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The first is from the Sermon on the Mount: do you 
remember how that begins? ‘‘ When he was set, his 
disciples came upon him and he opened his mouth and 
taught them.” The multitudes listened, but the teach- 
ing was to His own; and the promise about the faith 
like a grain of mustard seed was also to His own. But 
even supposing that the promise was to any one, it 
cannot be used as a promise that the exact thing we 
ask will be given or at the exact time we want it. 
Jesus was stating a great law there. “ Everyone who 
asks ” of God in prayer will be answered. God never 


fails to answer any asking soul, anywhere; everyone © 


who seeks will find something, and the value of the 
thing that he finds will depend upon the earnestness 
of his seeking. “Seek” is a long time-word. Ex- 
plorers seek for years; scientists often seek for a whole 
lifetime. Every real asker always receives his answer 
sooner or later; every true seeker finds something rich 
and infinitely valuable through his seeking, although 
it may not be the exact thing that he is looking for. 
If we could see God’s answers from the heaven side, 


we should understand that they are always greater ~ 


than we ask, no matter how disappointing they may 
seem at the time. 

As for the grain of mustard seed—surely that must 
mean a faith, no matter how small, that his life in it— 
a growing faith. Perhaps you have seen, in the moun- 
tains, great boulders split in two by some slender 
sapling. It was the power of life in the seed that ac- 
complished the miracle. A dead seed could have 


accomplished nothing. Are you sure that your faith 


is a growing faith? 
Think, for a moment, what would be the result res us 
if God aiways gave us the exact thing we asked for 


tel ee 
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at the exact time that we wanted it. It would be like 
ordering groceries over the telephone—we should put 
in our order and the goods would be delivered with no 
more effort upon our part than a few minutes’ tele- 
phoning. We are not in the least concerned with the 
person who is at the other end of the telephone, if 
only the right goods are delivered at the right time. 
How much should we grow under those conditions? 
How should we learn to overcome difficulties and be- 
come heroic men and women? How much should we 
learn to know God? 

What God wants is, that His children shall learn, 
through their prayers, to know Him. He wants their 
lives open to Him all the time so that He can teach 
them and do things through them; so that, as they 
know Him better—realize more and more His wisdom 
and His power and His infinite love, they may grow 
into a constantly deepening eagerness over all that He 
wants to do in the world. That is the supreme pur- 
pose and the supreme achievement of prayer. And 
that, and that alone, Jesus says, is /ife—the kind of 
life that is eternal—that no experience can destroy or 
injure. ‘“ This is life eternal,” He said in one of the 
very few definitions that He ever gave, “that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent.’ And we learn to know Him 
through our different prayer-experiences; through 
His different answers—sometimes “ Yes,” sometimes 
“No,” sometimes “ Wait,” sometimes “ Here is some- 
thing better.” We learn to know Him just as we 
learn to know our friends by talking with them and 


living with them and doing things with them day by 


day. It is all very different, you see, from a tele- 
phone transaction of asking for things and hanging 
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up the receiver the moment that we are through 
asking! 

Then, sometimes, as we shall see as we study this 
week, the answer comes and our door is fast shut. 
Sometimes it is like our radio. We might want, pas- 
sionately, to hear some great symphony; the beautiful 
music might be on the air at that very moment trying 
to reach us; but until we put on the earphones and 
turn the dial to the right wave length, not a note can 
we hear. Our part is by no means ended when we 
have ‘asked ”—indeed, it may have only begun. 
God’s sun and rain ripen the grain, but they never 
have been known to cut and stack and sell it! 

You see, the more we realize that prayer is not any 
kind of ‘“‘ magic ” at all—that, instead, it is consulting 
with a wonderful Friend Who is eager and able to 
help us in every way, but Who, being infinitely wise 
as well as infinitely loving, is constantly trying to 
make us see the things that we are praying about as 
He sees them—the more we realize this, the more we 
shall want that Friend to guide and direct even our 


prayers so that we may waste no time asking for 


wrong or cheap things. And the deeper our love and 
loyalty to Him, the more we shall learn to understand 


His answers. That is like any friendship, you see. 


> 


The better we love our friend, the more we under- — 


stand how he thinks and feels about things, the less 


he will have to explain himself to us. We know him. — 
We trust his honor and his love and his loyalty in all — 


that comes up. If the friend is older and more ex- — 


perienced than we, we are willing to accept his de- — 


cisions, sometimes, even if we cannot yet see things — 


as he does. 


All this, multiplied infinitely, is the way that we 
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should feel towards our Father. Tell Him anything. 
Ask Him for anything; and then be absolutely sure 
that He answers with a love and wisdom beyond any- 
thing that we can imagine. If the answer does not 
seem to come, look for it first in your own heart and 
then in the circumstances of your life. “Before they 
call I will answer and while they are yet-speaking I 
will hear.” Write that promise above all your prayer. 
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Unanswerep. I. “ THEREFORE ” 


Read John 11:1-44. 

Study this most exquisite prayer of the sisters. What 
prayer conditions did it fulfil? Why, if it met the condi- 
tions, did Jesus not “ answer” it? What is the meaning of 
the “ therefore” in verse 6? 


Here is a startling thing! The only person whom Jesus 
ever refused to heal was one of His dearest friends! Think 
of the sisters when they sent that message to Jesus. They 
were so absolutely sure of His love that they did not even 
ask Him, in so many words, to heal Lazarus. It would be 
enough just to let Him know that His friend needed Him. 
Think how they must have counted the hours till their mes- 
senger’s return—and then that incomprehensible message! 

“Where is He? ” they must have cried. “ Why didn’t He 
come with, you?” 

“ He didn’t say anything about coming—He just said that 
this sickness was not unto death, but for the glory of God.” 

Not unto death? But Lazarus was dying. How utterly 
heart-broken they must have felt! Jesus failing them! Do 
you remember that word in verse 6? “Now Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, therefore—’ Therefore 
what? Therefore He hurried to help them? Therefore He 
sent a mighty command through the silent air and Lazarus 
was healed? No,—< therefore He abode yet two days.” He 
waited although He knew that it meant agony to those> 
He loved—waited in order that He might give them a 
greater answer than they dreamed possible. 

If a prayer seems denied, write across it these words: God 
loves, therefore. There is never but one reason for the de- 
nial—God’s love. And often the denial is because that love 
is planning a greater thing than our hearts can imagine. 

“Never make the mistake of using as a screen 
what God intends to be a lens! That is the great 
mistake of life. God intends your sorrow or dis- 
appointment or frustrated ambition to be the lens 
through which you can see him. Do not make it 
a screen to hide him! ” 

—J. Stuart Holden. 

Father, help me to seek You at the heart of every denied 
prayer. 2 
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UNANSWERED. II. Nor Yer 


Read Gen. 40:23-41 :14. 

Think of Joseph in that prison. You may be sure that 
his prayer followed the butler when he left. What might 
have been the effect upon him of that “unanswered ” 
prayer? What do you think was the effect it did have? 
Suppose that the butler had “ remembered Joseph ”—what 
might have been the result? What ought you to do when 
your prayer seems unanswered? 


There are many prayers that cannot by their very nature 
be answered instantly and completely, any more than any- 
one can be educated in a day. But often, in our impatience 
we pray for something and when we read as far in the an- 
swer as N-O, we turn impatiently away; whereas if we had 
waited long enough, we should have seen that the full an- 
swer was N-O-T—Y-E-T. God was only holding Joseph 
back till the time was ripe for the great position that was 
waiting for him. He must have been a stronger man be- 
cause of those two years. A man who can keep steady and 
unshaken through disappointment or trial, who keeps the 
flame of his faith undimmed through the darkness, will 
surely come out of it greater for the experience. The En- 
glish writer Symonds tells in his autobiography of being 
sent to one of the great English schools that are sometimes 
pretty rough on the little chaps. And he remembered going 
up a path one rainy night, desperately homesick, the tears 
streaming down his face, while he tried to keep up his cour- 
age by saying over and over, “I must be made a man here 
—I must be made a man here.” When the answer is delay 
or denial, say to yourself, “This is to help me to be a 
man ”—and trust your Father. 

“Some things God cannot give to a man until 
the man has prepared and proved his spirit by 
persistent prayer. Such prayer cleans the house, 
cleanses the windows, hangs the curtains, sets the 
table, opens the door until God says, ‘Lo! The 
house is ready. Now the guest may come in.” 

; —Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Father, give me patience to wait when the answer is 
Not yet. ; 
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UNANSWERED. III]. WaLkinc Up To THE STONE 


Read Mark 16:1-4. 


Sometimes prayers seem to be unanswered because we 
have not yet done our part. How might the women have 
reasoned that Easter morning? Are we not, then, to use 
our reason? What would be the result to our lives, if we 
had no difficulties? How should we pray, and how act, 
when face to face with seeming Impossibilities? 


God never makes things easy for anybody, if by “ easy ” 
we mean that He takes away all necessity for effort upon 
our part. Instead He wants to make men and women 
heroic enough to rejoice in difficulties. He loves to help 
them to do “impossible ” things. 

It is useless to ask Him to solve a problem for us if the 
means of solving it ourselves is within our reach. It is use- 
less to pray for health if we are unwilling to take the diet 
or the exercises that the doctor orders; to pray that God 
will send us work if we are unwilling to make all the effort 
possible to find that work; to pray that unhappy relations, 
anywhere, be straightened out if we are not, at the same 
time, doing everything possible to meet the answer to our 
prayer. But when we pray for strength or guidance or light, 
at the same time doing everything possible upon our side 
of the prayer, how God loves to answer! The women that 
Easter morning did not know how they would ever get over 


the difficulty of that sealed stone, but they went right up 


to the stone—and found that God had been working on the 


I 


other side of it! He did not transport them there by any _ 


miracle. They went every step of that way in the darkness 
—but they kept on walking! And when they had done all 
that they could, they found that God had already done the 
rt for them. And that is the way that He still works 
to-day. 


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my ¢ 


path—Ps. 119:105. 
“Never stop walking till the light gives out.” 


Father, help me to do my part in the answering of my 


prayers. . 
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UNANSWERED. IV. Tue SHutT Door 


Read Acts 12:5-15; John 20:24-26. 


Here is a strange story! People praying and incredulous 
when their prayer is answered! Why do you think that 
Peter’s friends were so unbelieving? And Thomas—what 
kind of a “door” was his? What did he lose by refusing 
to accept the testimony of the others? How far do you 
think that we ought to accept the testimony-of others about 
prayer? How do people close their doors to God’s answers 
to-day? Did you ever do it yourself? 


And sometimes God answers our prayers and our doors 
are shut! A lonely girl once prayed for friends. And all the 
time there was a girl who wanted to be her friend. After 
fifteen years she discovered that waiting friendship and 
it became one of the dearest of her life. But think of all 
the years that she missed—the years that God meant her to 
have! A man once wanted a certain kind of position and 
it “happened” that just the kind of position he wanted, 
wanted him. A member of the firm came to talk it over 
with him. But he came without previous appointment and 
the man had given his secretary orders that he was not to 
be disturbed. The visitor went away and returned the next 
day—to face the same refusal. He decided then that the 
man whose door was steadily shut to opportunity was not 
the man for his firm after all and he carried the offer else- 
where. Again, you see, God tried to give the man exactly 
what he wanted—and the man closed his own door. 

Here is a good rule to keep. After praying, open your 
door and scrutinize carefully all who come to it. God’s 
answers often come disguised. 


“No wonder the world questions the value of 
prayer when believers themselves manifest such 
practical unbelief in it, show such slowness in rec- 
ognizing answer. If Rhoda had not stuck to her 
assurance, if Peter had grown impatient or afraid 
of capture and had gone away, the answer to their 
prayer would have ‘failed ’—but the fault would 
all have been on man’s side, not on God’s.” 


- Dear Father, help me not to shut the door to any of 
Your answers. 
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UNANSWERED. V. THE UNEXPECTED WAY 

Read Gen. 87 :3-34; 41:39-41, 

There is no record of any prayer of Jacob for Joseph, but 
no one can doubt that he asked for the very best possible 
for the son of his beloved Rachel. What was God’s answer 
to that longing? How did it compare with Jacob’s wish? 
What form did the answer take for years? Have you ever 
heard of an instance in life to-day where the answer to 


prayer has come in such an unexpected way that people 
did not recognize it? 


We have every right to pray for anything that we want, 
provided that the want is not something contrary to the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. But we never can dictate the form 
that God’s answer shall take—the road by which it shall 
come. If you have a quick temper and pray to be cured of 
it, you need not expect to wake the morning after your 
prayer with a sunny disposition that has somehow dropped 
down on you over night! You will be much more apt to 
discover that some special irritation will be lying in wait 
for you—an opportunity to test the sincerity of your prayer. 
Many an answered prayer has come wearing the disguise 
of difficulty or pain. Of course they by no means always 
come that way. The point is, however, never think that 
your prayer is unanswered if some special difficulty seems 
to arise at that very place. Question the difficulty. The 
probability is that it is God’s messenger bearing your 
answer. 

“© A world fit for heroes to live in” What kind 
of a world is that? Does it provide the hero with 
an assured income and an easy life? Does it guar- 
antee him a pension for any heroism he displays? 
.».No; what these arrangements provide for is 
not the life of heroism but its death. Give the 
hero a world like that and what will he say? 
‘This world,’ he will say, ‘is not fit for me to live 
in. It spells extinction to all that makes life worth 
living to me. It is the flat opposite to what I de- 
sire. It lacks everything that makes the world 
divine, ” —L. P. Jacks. 
: Father, help me to recognize Your answers when they 
come in ways that I am not expecting. eat ah 
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UNANSWERED. VI. ANSWERED 


Read I Chron. 17:1-12 and 22:5; II Cor. 12:7-9; Luke 
22-41-43. 

And there are prayers to which the answer is clearly No. 
Three such are given in your references. What do you 
think of the prayers of David and Paul? How did they 
feel about their denials? What better thing did each re- 
ceive? How was Jesus answered in His agony? 


God never fails to answer—that is the supreme truth of 
prayer. The answer may not be Yes and it may sometimes 
be No; but there is never any prayer, no matter how poor, 
how ignorant, even how mistaken, if only it is a real 
prayer, trying to find God, that is not instantly answered 
by God. Whatever else comes or does not come, Love 
always comes. 

And after all, if we study those denied prayers, we see 
that God answered not only by His love, but by giving 
something bigger than the prayer. Any real father would 
rather have success for his son than for himself; Paul, in- 
stead of having his pain taken away, was given such con- 
sciousness of the presence of his Lord that the pain became 
a glory; and Jesus Christ went from the garden, utterly at 
one with His Father’s will, to break the power of sin forever. 

Unanswered? Perhaps when we look back upon our lives 
by and by, we shall see that the prayers that we thought 
denied really received the greatest answers of all. A man 
said the other day that he once prayed desperately for 
something but that, zf that prayer had been granted, he 
would have missed the greatest blessing of his life. 

Let us carry away in our hearts as the final word in our 
study, this great truth: There is no such thing as unanswered 
prayer. Love always answers. 


“So oft thy ‘Yes’ that crossed my will 
Has made me rich beyond compare, 
So oft thy ‘No’ has been my gain, 
‘Thy will, not mine,’ is now my prayer.” 
—S. A. Dyke. 


Almighty God, help me to remember all my life, whatever 
comes to me, that my Father always hears and always 


answers prayer. 
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